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UPSICD agreesto pay Rs 98crore to GDA Chandigarh

The Punjab and
Haryana High
Court on Tuesday
appointed a re-

tired sessions judge as the
Court Commissioner to
oversee the "sanitisation"
process of Dera Sacha Sau-
da premises at Sira, hous-
ing the headquarters of the
sect.
The order came after

Haryana government filed
a plea on Friday seeking
"permission to hold sani-
tisation process of the Dera
headquarter at Sirsa under
"judicial supervision", fol-
lowing the incarceration of
the sect chief, Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh, for rap-
ing two disciples.
"The high court bench

appointed retired sessions
judge AKS Pawar as Court
Commissioner for the sani-
tisation of the Dera head-
quarters at Sirsa,"
Haryana's Advocate Gen-
eral Baldev Raj Mahajan
said after the hearing in

the matter on Tuesday.
He said the process will

be taken up immediately
and will be videographed.
The state had sought the

sanitisation of the Dera
Sacha Sauda headquarters
under judicial supervision,
Mahajan said.
Asked how soon the

process would start, Ma-
hajan said, "the state will
request the Court Com-
missioner to take it up im-
mediately."
He said the government

will provide adequate se-
curity to ensure that the
sanitisation process is car-
ried out smoothly.
Mahajan said a report of

the whole process will be
submitted to the high court
by the commissioner, with
a copy to be given to the
state government.
The order was passed by

the full bench comprising
Justices Surya Kant, A G
Mashih and Aneesh Jhin-
gan.
In its plea, the Haryana

government had sought
appointment of area mag-
istrate or some other senior
judicial officer to oversee
the sanitisation process "to
ensure greater transparen-
cy".
The Dera headquarter at

Sirsa is spread over nearly
800 acres with many resi-
dential, institutional and
commercial buildings.
"In the sanitisation

process, officials of revenue
and taxation department
would participate, besides
police and other security
forces," Mahajan said.
The operations will be

videographed, Mahajan
said. The high court had
earlier taken up a PIL filed
by Ravinder Dhull, a
Panchkula resident, who
had raised concerns over
the law and order situation
and stated that over 1.5
lakh people had reportedly
entered the district earlier
despite prohibitory orders.
Large-scale violence

broke out in Panchkula af-

ter the Dera chief's con-
viction in rape cases, leav-
ing at least 35 people dead.
Six others died in incidents
of violence in Sirsa.
Ram Rahim was later

sentenced to 20 years in
prison in the rape case.
Yesterday (on Monday),

Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar had
said that some "objection-
able" items were found dur-
ing the sanitisation of
'Namcharcha Ghars' (con-
gregation centres of Dera
Sacha Sauda) in the state.
As many as 117 Nam-

charcha Ghars, associated
with the Dera, have been
sanitised in the state, he
had said in Rewari.
Khattar had earlier said

the high court was moni-
toring the Dera issue and
the sanitisation process of
the sect's headquarters at
Sirsa will be conducted only
after the court takes up its
application and gives nec-
essary direction in this re-
gard.

Court commissioner to oversee
sanitisation of Dera HQ at Sirsa

NEWS IN BRIEF

Staff Reporter
Ghaziabad

The officers of UPSICD have
agreed to pay Rs 98 crore
to the GDA as its sharing
amount of Metro Phase Sec-
ond. The UPSIDC officials
have been agreed after joint
meeting of GDA officers and
UPSIDC held in Lucknow
headed by Mukul Singhal,
the principal secretary
(Home).
The UPSIDC will release

its sharing money within a
week, the sources said. The
sharing money will be paid
to GDA as it is the nodal
agency of Metro Phase Sec-
ond and GDA has to pay all
the project money collecting
from three other depart-
ments as Nagar Nigam, UP-
SIDC and Avas Vikas
Parishad.
The  metro phase second

project from Dilshad Garden
to New Bus Stand Ghazi-
abad about 9.41 Km long
project was started in June
2014 with 2210 crore. It was
to be completed in June
2017 earlier but GDA board
meeting held in September
2017 had extended it com-
pletion time by December
2017.

Man shoots 8-year-old after he refusesto get cigarettes

12 apprehended in anti-encroachment driveHaryana police search for Honeypreet Insan near Nepal border

Staff Reporter
Ghaziabad

Selfie-related accidents in
India have frequently been
in the news, but this time it
was an eight-year-old boy
who fell victim to it.
While some reports claim

that the minor a resident of
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh
was accidentally shot in the
head while trying to take a
picture with a gun, others
say he was shot by a man
with whom he was clicking
a selfie.
One version of events say

the child, identified as one
Junaid, his siblings and his
friends had reportedly asked
their neighbour Taj Moham-
mad alias Kale for his gun.
They were clicking selfies
with it, during which the
child was injured as the gun
went off. The child is being
treated at Delhi's GTB hos-
pital. However, reports have
also suggested that Kale shot
the child on the pretext of
clicking selfies with him after
Junaid refused to get him

cigarettes.
A police officer said Kale

lives in a rented flat in the
same Dudhiya Peepal local-
ity in Dasna as Junaid. He
is a fruit vendor by profes-
sion.
The victim's family has

alleged that the accused had
asked Junaid to fetch him a
packet of cigarettes from a
nearby shop, but Junaid re-
fused. It has also been al-
leged that Kale was drunk
when the incident took
place.

Noida
An anti-encroachment
squad razed a number of
shops and houses and ap-
prehended 12 people who
opposed the drive in Gejha
village here on Tuesday.
The Noida development

authority and a police team
destroyed over 40 shops
and 50 houses to free an
area that has been en-
croached upon.
Additional Chief Execu-

tive Officer of Noida devel-
opment authority R K
Mishra said the villagers
had encroached upon a
large piece of land.
The department had is-

sued notices a number of
times, but the villagers did
not respond, he said.
The authorities were able

to clear about 30,000
square metres of land worth
crores of rupees, he said.
PTI

Lakhimpur Kheri
The Haryana Police went look-
ing for Dera Sacha Sauda chief
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh's
close aide Honeypreet Insaan
in Kheri as she was suspected
to have left for Nepal through
the porous border.
Additional Superintendent

of Police Ghanshyam
Chaurasiya confirmed the ar-
rival of two Haryana police
personnel at Gaurifanta border
in Kheri.

Mr Chaurasiya told news
agency PTI that the Haryana
Police had shared some in-
formation with the Gaurifanta
Police and inquired about her
suspected movement towards
the neighbouring country
through the porous India-
Nepal border.
"However, when no clue

about Honeypreet's departure
for Nepal could be gathered,
the Haryana Police returned,"
the ASP said.

He said an unclaimed ve-
hicle bearing the registration
number of Punjab was seized
from the border and an in-
vestigation is being done to
ascertain its ownership and
its connection with Hon-
eypreet.Honeypreet, who is
in her thirties, is the adopted
"daughter" of Gurmeet Ram
Rahim Singh whose convic-
tion in a rape case triggered
mob violence that killed 36
people across Haryana.Friendship Essay Competitionto promote Korean culture

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

Thousands of students took
part in a Korean essay writing
competition held in New Del-
hi on Tuesday, reflecting a
growing interest in the Ko-
rean language and culture,
the South Korean cultural
center.
The Korean Cultural Cen-

tre India said a total of

20,874 participants from
4853 schools in the country’s
29 states applied for the Ko-
rea-India Friendship Essay
Competition 2017.
This is India’s largest ever

Essay Competition for School
Students on international
topics. This was organized
by Korean Cultural Centre
India. The prizes were given
by Lee Hai Hwang, Acting

Ambassador, Republic of Ko-
rea.
This annual competition

was organized for the fifth
time in a row. Like last year,
this year’s competition also
had different topics and
prizes for Senior and Junior
Groups.
A unique and unprece-

dented project, the India Ko-
rea Friendship Essay Com-

petition succeeded in bring-
ing out heart-touching ex-
pressions in the form of es-
says from the Indian stu-
dents.
“Tens of thousands of In-

dian students were exposed
towards the historical con-
nections between India and
the Republic of Korea and
tourist attractions of Korea
through this essay competi-
tion," the cultural center said.
The top three winners of

the competition in the senior
group were granted trips to
South Korea, it said. The
competition is divided into
different rounds for senior
and junior groups.
The awards ceremony for

the contest was held on
Tuesday at the cultural cen-
ter in the capital city of In-
dia.
"South Korea has recently

started to be known by more
Indians," said Kim Kum-py-
oung, director of the Korean
cultural center. "I hope this
essay contest can be a
foothold for Indian students
to better understand the
country." Woman allegesgang rape in Noida

Noida
A woman has lodged an FIR
at the sector 20 police station
here alleging rape by three
men, police said on Tues-
day.
The resident of Sector 8

here said in her complaint
that her neighbour Ramvi-
las, on the pretext of helping
her in the treatment of her
husband, started visiting
them. Her husband has been
ailing for the past few
months.
She alleged that Ramvilas

and two other men came
and gave her a sedative-
laced drink four months ago
and raped her when she fell
unconscious. They also
recorded the act, she al-
leged.
She said she wanted to

file a complaint earlier but
they threatened her saying
they would kill her children
and husband if she went to
the police and would also
make the video public.
Police have started the in-

vestigation. PTI

Two landmafias held

Woman’s bodyfound outsidehouse in Gzb

TSN/Ghaziabad
The Vijay Nagar police
had arrested two land
Mafias from Vijay Nagar
area on Tuesday. They
used to possession on
empty government land
and sell them. There are
registered many cases
against them for unautho-
rized possession of gov-
ernment as well weak peo-
ple land, in Ghaziaba, Noi-
da districts, the police
said.
The arrested are iden-

tified as Rahul Yadav and
Rame Yadav, the residents
of Vijay Nagar. "Both the
arrested are son and father
and they were identified
as land mafias in police
investigation and records.
As police are arrested
wanted criminals. 

Ghaziabad
A woman's body was found
stuffed in a bag outside a
house in Ghaziabad, police
said on Tuesday.
The discovery was made

in Shivpuri locality. A rail-
way ticket found at the spot
revealed the woman may
be Pushpa, who lived in the
area with her daughter and
mother-in-law.
The body had been sent

for post-mortem and inves-
tigation is on, additional su-
perintendent of police Man-
isha Singh said.

T eacher  Day celebr at ed at  M er igold Public School in Noida
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