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Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley on Saturday
slammed the Congress

party's Gujarat poll mani-
festo as one of "fiscal impos-
sibility" and its hope of win-
ning as a "political improba-
bility".

"Having no model of
development, the Congress
Party manifesto is one of fis-
cal impossibility," Jaitley
said.

Jaitley in a Facebook post
said the total revenue earned
by Gujarat is about Rs 90,000
crore per annum. The
Congress promises a tax
waiver of Rs 20,000 crore,
which will bring down the
effective revenue income of
the state to Rs 70,000 crore.

He said there would be
"no surplus money left" after
the committed expenditure
like salaries, pensions, social
and developmental expendi-
ture.  "The Congress mani-
festo promises an additional
bonanza of Rs 1,21,000 crore
in terms of populist pro-
grammes... The Congress
Party can well afford this risk
since its victory is a political
improbability," he said.

Jaitley also said that the
Congress has demolished its
own state-level leaderships
and "outsourced both its
leadership and issues to
those who had conventional-
ly nothing to do with the
Congress Party".

"There is not a single state
leader who is touring the
state for the campaign.

He also accused Congress
of opting for a "divisive agen-
da of social repolarisation".

His comments come as
Gujarat was holding its first
phase of polls on Saturday.

CONGRESS' GUJARAT MANIFESTO ONE 
OF 'FISCAL IMPOSSIBILITY': JAITLEY

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: As many as
397 crorepati candidates
are in the fray for the
Gujarat assembly elec-
tions, an analysis of their
election affidavits done
by two NGOs has found.
Of the total 1,828 candi-
dates trying their luck in
the two-phased
Assembly polls, 1,098
nominees have passed
class 12 or below. Also,
there are only 118
women candidates in the
fray, according to the
report by the
Association for
Democratic Reforms
(ADR) and Gujarat
Election Watch (GEW).

While 198 out of the total
977 candidates of the
first phase have
declared assets worth
more than Rs 1 crore,
199 nominees out of the
total 851 of second
phase have emerged as
'crorepati' as per the
analysis of their affi-
davits conducted by the
NGOs.
As per the study, 131 of
these 397 'crorepati'
candidates have
declared assets worth
over Rs 5 crore, while
124 others have shown
movable and immovable
assets in the range of Rs
2 crore to Rs 5 crore.

397 ‘CROREPATI’ CANDIDATES
IN FRAY FOR GUJARAT POLLS

PAAS LEADER CLAIMS 'FIXING'
BETWEEN HARDIK, CONGRESS

AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: Hardik
Patel's key aide and
senior member of
Patidar Anamat Andolan
Samiti Dinesh
Bambhania has alleged
that the quota agitation
spearhead's support to
the Congress party
smacks of some kind of
"fixing" between
them.Bambhania yester-
day said he could not
understand why Patel
was supporting the
Congress party, despite
it not clarifying how it
would give reservation
to the Patidar communi-
ty if voted to power.
"In the poll manifesto,

the Congress has not
clarified how it would
grant us reservation
under OBC quota after
coming to power in
Gujarat. It shows that
Congress actually never
wanted to give us reser-
vation. Yet, Hardik Patel
is doing rallies in
Congress' favour," he
told reporters here.
"Though there is no
clarity how we will get
reservation under OBC
quota, Hardik is mum
about it. It seems like
fixing to me. Our fight
was not about bringing
a party to power. At
least I do not wish to be

an agent of a party.
Hardik should not politi-
cise the agitation," he
added.Hardik is playing
into the hands of
Congress in the name of
the Patidar movement,
Bambhania said, adding,
"Hardik is using the agi-
tation for political pur-
poses and I am totally
against it." "I urge all
the Patidars to use their
wisdom when they go
for voting tomorrow," he
said.Bambhania's open
rebellion against Patel
came a day ahead of the
first phase of polling in
Saurashtra and south
Gujarat.

GGuujjaarraatt:: Congress vice-
president Rahul Gandhi
has accused the BJP of
turning leaders such as
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
Mahatma Gandhi and
Subhash Chandra Bose
into "product".
Gandhi yesterday
addressed a campaign
meeting in Anand town in
central Gujarat which is
historically associated with
Patel, a stalwart of free-
dom struggle and the
country's first home minis-
ter. You (state Congress
chief Bharatsinh Solanki)
said that Sardar Patel was
a Congress leader. 

BJP HAS TURNED

LEADERS LIKE

PATEL INTO 

'PRODUCT': RAHUL 
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From first-time voters to
centenarians, cricketers
and even brides and

grooms, Gujarat saw people
of various hues coming out to
exercise their franchise in the
first phase of assembly polls
on Saturday. Voters from dif-
ferent sections of society
queued up this morning out-
side the polling boots in 89
seats spread over south
Gujarat and Saurashtra.

Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani, contesting from
Rajkot (West), was among the
early voters in his constituen-
cy. "I have cast my vote and
would appeal to all voters to
come out in large numbers
and exercise their democratic
right," said cricketer
Cheteshwar Pujara as he
emerged from a booth in
Rajkot. He was accompanied
by his father Arvind Pujara.

115-year-old Ajiben
Chandrwadia voted at a booth
in Upleta town of Rajkot dis-
trict. Another centenarian, a
104- year-old woman, exer-
cised her franchise in Morbi
district accompanied by her

family members. A couple,
decked in wedding attire,
turned up at a polling booth in
Bharuch to cast vote. Several
members of a 'baarat' (wed-
ding party), including the cou-
ple, came out to vote at
Bhavnagar. The bridegroom
and the bride, decked in wed-
ding finery, said they wanted
to first cast their votes before
heading to the marriage
venue.

"I am here to vote for devel-
opment. We decided to first
cast our votes before going for
wedding," said the groom
Bhavesh Rana.

A group of monks from th

Swaminarayan sect voted at a
polling booth in Gondal.

A daily wage labourer cou-
ple, who exercised their right at
a booth in Gondal, Rajkot dis-
trict, said they were sure that
their vote went to the party
they had chosen as they could
see its symbol on the Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail
(VVPAT) machine attached to
the EVM. "We saw the symbol
of the party (in VVPAT) we
voted for. This assured us that
the vote has gone to whom we
voted for through the EVM,"
said Somiben Dantani.

Election Commission has
deployed EVMs with VVPAT
machines across all polling
booths in Gujarat.

First time voters were seen
lining up in front of booths in
large numbers. Nidhi Savaliya,
19, cast her vote in Rajkot.
Besides Rupani, state BJP pres-
ident Jitu Vaghani as well as
candidates from both the rul-
ing BJP and the opposition
Congress were among the first
to vote in their respective
polling booths.

Rupani appealed to the
people to come out so as to
ensure there is "100 per cent"
turnout by the evening.

People from all walks of life 
come out to vote in 1st phase
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Aman from Khadkoli
village in the neigh-
bouring Palghar dis-

trict was today arrested for
allegedly repeatedly rap-
ing his 14-year-old daugh-
ter, police said on
Saturday.

In a complaint lodged
with Palghar police, the
victim, a student of Class
VII, said that her 42-year-
old father has been raping
her since 2014. She told
the police that the latest
such incident took place
on December 7 in the for-
est area in Khadkoli.

Man arrested for repeatedly raping his minor daughter
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Over a dozen new bills are likely to
be tabled in the both Houses of
the Maharashtra legislature in the

winter session beginning here from
December 11. The opposition parties are
expected to corner the BJP- led govern-
ment on a host of issues, including the
farm loan waiver.The session in Nagpur,

the second capital of Maharashtra, will
go on for two weeks. State Parliamenta-
ry Affairs Minister Girish Bapat has
already issued the schedule for the win-
ter session.

Winter session of Maha 
legislature from Dec 11
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In a daring daylight
robbery, a gang of five
armed men stormed

into a bank in Mapusa
town and allegedly held
its staff and customers
hostage at gunpoint
before decamping with Rs
13 lakh cash, a police offi-
cial said on Saturday.

The incident took place
yesterday afternoon and
people managed to catch
two of the robbers, who
were handed over to the
police. Chief Minister
Manohar Parrikar has
sought a detailed inquiry

report from the police
into the incident.

"A gang of five robbers

entered the Indian
Overseas Bank
located in the
heart of Mapusa
city yesterday
afternoon and
attacked the man-
ager, a clerk and a
sweeper in the
bank by taking the
staff and the cus-
tomers hostage," a
senior police offi-
cial said.

The robbers
were armed with
pistols and knives
and fired in the air

before robbing the bank,
he said.

"The belongings of the

customers who were
standing in the queue
during the peak hours of
the bank were also
snatched away by them,"
the official added.

He said the chief minis-
ter has sought detailed
report of the incident and
the investigation conduct-
ed from police depart-
ment, which would be
submitted by this evening.

According to the offi-
cial, while two of the rob-
bers were caught by the
people while they were
trying to escape, three
others managed to flee
with Rs 13 lakh cash from
the bank.

5 robbers loot Rs 13-L from bank at
gunpoint, 2 held; CM seeks report
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It comes with no surprises for
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) as
Nana Patole, the MP from

Bhandara-Gondia in Vibhadra
chooses to go other way from the
party on Friday. In August too, the
disgruntled leader had openly criti-
cised the Modi government and the
Maharashtra government for the
way it was implementing the farm
loan waiver scheme.

The opposition leader will also
raise the issue in the lower and
upper house in upcoming winter
session, which will begin from
December 15.  

According to the sources in the
party, Patole is not only the leader,
who is unhappy over the govern-
ment responds to the farmer but
two-three Members of Parliaments
(MPs) hailing from Virbhadra too
tried to raise the farmer matter, but,
no senior leaders have given any
assurance.

Party stalwarts and union minis-

ter Nitin Gadkari and and the state
chief ministers Devendra Fadnavis
represent Nagpur Lok Sabha seat,
Vidharbha region itself.

Many senior leaders and activists

like Yashwant Sinha,
Tushar Gandhi,
Yogendra Yadav,
Raju Shetti and oth-
ers have visited the
state and raised the
farmer’s condition.

Earlier this year,
Raju Shetty, MP
from Hatkanangale,
resigned from the
NDA. 

As per the data
shared by the six
divisional commis-
sionerates across
the state, 2,414
farmer suicides
were reported in the
state between 1st
January and 31st
October 2017. The
Amravati region has
reported the highest

number — 907 followed by
Aurangabad region — 789.

The Maharashtra government has
announced Rs 34,022-crore farmer
loan waiver, despite that farmers

continue to take their lives in the
Vidarbha region.

The farmer association in the
state is demanding for full compen-
sation to cotton farmers and action
against companies manufacturing
and selling fake biotech seeds, full
compensation to farmers for losses
suffered in moong, urad and soy-
bean cultivation, not disconnecting
power supply to agriculture pumps,
striking off unjust conditions from
the gold mortgage waiver scheme of
the state government for farmers,
purchase of all farm produce at the
MSP declared by NAFED, and clear-
ing the waiver of loans to eligible
farmers by January 15, 2017.

The opposition Congress-
Nationalist Congress Party, as well
as BJP ally Shiv Sena, are demand-
ing complete loan waiver.

Team Absolute tried to connect
with BJP minister Radha Mohan
Singh, Krishna Raj and BJP’s farmer
wing president Virendra Singh Mast
over the issue of farmer death,
either there failed to respond or dis-
missed the claimed. 

Patole quit BJP over ignored farmers’ plight
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Ahelicopter carrying
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra

Fadnavis force-landed soon
after take-off from here on
Saturday as it was "over-
loaded", officials said.

The incident occurred at
around 9.30 am, when
Fadnavis, accompanied by
Water Resources Minister
Girish Mahajan and others
were travelling from Nashik
to Aurangabad, the
Minister's aide Santosh Bari
said. "As it took off from an
open ground, the helicopter
could barely ascend 50 feet
or so and couldn't fly further,
compelling the pilot to land
safely a few metres away,"
Bari said.  In videos of the
incident which went viral on
social networks, the chopper
was seen struggling during
the takeoff, its main rotor
unable to lift and thrust it

forward, but finally it sta-
bilised and made a slow
descent on the ground.

The chopper had appar-
ently become overloaded
and could not fly with the
extra weight, so Fadnavis'
cook and his bag were off-
loaded before it took off
again after sometime, he
added. Fadnavis and his
entourage reached
Aurangabad after the 25
minute flight, while the cook
and bag followed by road, a
journey of nearly three
hours, according to Bari.

Later, government sources
said that the though chopper

had a capacity of six people,
but due to fuel issues, only
four passengers were permit-
ted on board.

"At the time of take-off, it
was felt that for safety rea-
sons they should carry three,
so they landed again and
requested the same.
Accordingly, one person (the
cook) was offloaded," the
officials explained.

Seeking to downplay the
incident, they added that the
chopper took off safely, it
was a routine practice and
not a major issue since
Fadnavis travelled by the
same aircraft.

Fadnavis' overloaded chopper
force-lands, all on board safe
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Pune: In a huge embarrassment for
the law-enforcers, the in-charge of a
police station was nabbed in an early
morning raid on a high-profile night
club-cum-gambling den in the city,
police said here on Saturday. When
the police raiding party broke into the
illegal den, Kapila Matrix, in the posh
Koregaon Park area, around 1.45
a.m., they nabbed at least 41 people,
including the in-charge of a police
station, Vijay Jadhav, and the owner of
the premises, former municipal cor-
porator Avinash Jadhav. Deputy
Commissioner of Police-Zone II
Pravind Mundhe said that the high-
profile night-club had been fitted with
high-tech security features, including
CCTVs, highly restricted access with
biometric identity or special scan
cards issued to authorised members,
forcing police to break down the door
and enter the premises.

MMaahhaarraasshhttrraa
ppoolliiccee  ssttaattiioonn  hheeaadd
nnaabbbbeedd  iinn  rraaiidd  oonn
ggaammbblliinngg  ddeenn


