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MPs’ team for talks...

the ministry summed up the outcome, stressing that all
want that the separatists should be isolated and dealt with
sternly.
The presentation made through slides here on Wednesday
in the presence of Home Minister Rajnath Singh, who had
headed the delegation, faulted the Mehbooba government
on many counts, including non-fulfillment of promises
made by it.
It noted that the relief of 2014 floods has not been
distributed properly as some got Rs 3,000, some Rs 5 lakh
and some none. It also noted that "corruption is a major
issue in the Government of Jammu and Kashmir as not a
single public servant or government officer has been
investigated for corruption so far."
One of the slides points out that the state government had
not released the enhanced relief to the Jammu migrants at
par with that given to the Kashmiri migrants. It also noted
that the state government has not implemented
recommendations of the Wadhwa committee regarding
Paharis, Gujjars, Bakerwals and Sikhs, adding that Paharis are
pressing for ST status and the Sikhs for a minority status.
Fifteen observations on the immediate law and order
situation include concern over misleading statements by
the state political leaders, the pronounced unrest in the
rural areas of South Kashmir and the "daily Hartal
(shutdown) calendar issued by Pakistan in the name of
separatists."
The steps suggested by the delegation included lifting of
curfew, reopening of schools, hassle free movement of
civilians, fair arrests under the Public Safety Act, end to
harassment of youth, fixing accountability for excessive use
of force, relief for those killed in civil unrest, compensation
for eye injuries and stoppage of use of the pellet guns.
The delegation has warned that if the current agitation
continues, the mainstream society will become weaker.
Some other issues that came into focus during the
delegation's visit included need to regulate the state
government's advertisements, radicalisation of madrasas,
need to probe funding of unrest and newly built mosques,
stoppage of drug smuggling and infiltration from Pakistan,
dealing with cross border terrorism forcefully, reducing
footprints of military and paramilitary forces from civilian
areas, and financial relief for business.

Weakest link in...
he said it is beyond comprehension that whey did he tell to
journalists what he should have told to Rahul Gandhi and
Arun Yadav. Vijayvargiya said Scindia has been gripped by
frustration.
Besides, state BJP president Nandkumar Singh Chouhan
said since Vijayvargiya went to Delhi his understanding of
the state’s politics has diminished.

Yadav seen off...
chief secretary Antony de Sa, DGP Rishi Shukla and many
other officials were also at the house.
All of them gave simple farewell to the governor, he was
brought to state hangar in ambulance and from there he
went to Lucknow, to his native place, in an air ambulance.
The governor of Gujarat OP Kohli who will be the in-charge
governor of the state, until the new governor is appointed,
was given warm welcome by the CM, ministers and
bureaucrats. He reached the governor house around 5.30
pm, he will going to sworn-in as in-charge governor of the
state on Thursday at 12.30 pm. Chief justice of state High
Court, Justice Rajendra Menon will administer oath to him.

Karachi snub: India...
after a meeting in Karachi, which Bambawale was to
address, was cancelled an hour before it was to start.
Bambawale was invited to address the Karachi Chambers of
Commerce. He had accepted the invite last week and was
already in the port city. But the event was cancelled at the
last minute and the Indian envoy was informed only an
hour before it would have taken place.
The event organizers cited no reason for the cancellation.
But, apparently, it was cancelled because Bambawale had
made some harsh comments on Monday over Pakistan's
alleged involvement in the Kashmir trouble and its
attempts to internationalize the Kashmir issue.
The Indian envoy had asked Pakistan to focus on resolving
its problems before looking into the problems of other
countries. He had also called for improved commercial ties
between Pakistan and India that he said was a "low
hanging" fruit for the two countries to benefit from as other
issues between them will take time to resolve. Bilateral ties
between India and Pakistan soured after the January 2
terror attack on the Pathankot air base, which India has
blamed on Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Muhammed terrorists.
Ties deteriorated further after Pakistan eulogized slain
Kashmiri militant commander Burhan Wani as a "martyr"
who died fight for "freedom" of Jammu and Kashmir.
Islamabad has openly supported the ongoing unrest in the
Kashmir Valley triggered by the July 8 killing of Wani. India
has accused Pakistan of stoking the unrest that has claimed
the lives of at least 76 people and left thousands injured.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 SC asks states to upload FIRs
within 24 hours of registration
New Delhi

In a decision which could
bring transparency in po-
lice functioning across the
nation, the Supreme Court
today asked the states and
Union Territories (UTs) to
upload FIRs on their web-
sites within 24 hours of
their registration. A bench
comprising Dipak Misra
and C Nagappan, however,
exempted police across the
nation from uploading the
FIRs on the websites if the
offences were sensitive in
nature and pertained to in-
surgency, terrorism and
sexual cases including
those lodged under the
POCSO Act.
“The copies of FIRs, un-

less the offence is sensitive
in nature, like sexual of-
fences, offences pertaining
to insurgency, terrorism
and of that category, of-
fences under POCSO Act
and such other offences,
should be uploaded on the
police website, and if there
is no such website, on the
official website of the State
Government, within 24
hours of the registration of
the First Information Re-
port so that the accused or
any person connected with
the same can download the
FIR and file appropriate
application before the
Court as per law for redres-
sal of his grievances,” the
verdict said. The bench,
which held that an accused

is entitled to get a copy of
the FIR at an earlier stage,
said “it may be clarified
here that in case there is
connectivity problems due
to geographical location or
there is some other un-
avoidable difficulty, the
time can be extended up to
48 hours. “The said 48
hours can be extended
maximum up to 72 hours
and it is only relatable to
connectivity problems due
to geographical location.”
The verdict came on a
PIL filed by Youth Lawyers
Association of India which
had referred to an order
passed by Delhi High
Court asking the city po-
lice to upload the FIRs on
its website within 24 hours

of being registered. The
lawyers’ body had sought
pan-India implementation
of the Delhi High Court
verdict which was allowed
by the apex court with cer-
tain modifications.
The apex court considered
the apprehension of Addi-
tional Solicitor General
Tusar Mehta, appearing
for the Centre, that ac-
cused may collude with po-
lice and ensure that FIRs
do not get uploaded for tak-
ing benefit in the court of
law. “If an FIR is not up-
loaded, needless to say, it
shall not enure per se a
ground to obtain the bene-
fit under Section 438 (pro-
vision for bail) of the
CrPC,” it said. PTI
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New Delhi

APIL has been filed in the
Supreme Court question-
ing the sacrifice of ani-
mals on Bakr-Eid and the
validity of a provision of
the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals Act, saying
the practice was “cruel,
inhuman, barbarian” and
cannot be protected in the
name of religion.
The PIL, filed by seven
Uttar Pradesh residents,
has sought the court’s di-
rection to ensure that no
animal is killed during
the festival, called the
feast of sacrifice, which is
to be celebrated early next
week. “Issue a writ, order
or direction or declara-
tion to the effect that the
practice of sacrifice of
animals on Bakr-i-Eid day
is unconstitutional and
same cannot be resorted
to by any member of the
public,” the petition said.
The plea, filed through
lawyer Vishnu Shankar
Jain,has challenged thecon-
stitutional validity of Sec-
tion 28 of the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act
which exempts the killings
under religious practices
and reads: “Nothing con-
tained in this Act shall ren-
der it an offence to kill any
animal in a manner re-
quiredby the religionof any
community.” PTI

“Issue a writ, order or di-
rection striking down Sec-
tion 28of Preventionof Cru-

elty to Animals Act, 1960 as
unconditional, being ultra
vires to Article 14,21 and 25
of the Constitution,” it said.
The PIL has made Min-
istries of Home Affairs,
Law and Justice and Envi-
ronment and Forest and
Animal Welfare Board of
India as parties.
“Tendency to sacrifice
animals, even on roads
and public places, are de-
veloping fast every year
on Bakr-Eid in the most
uncouth and inhuman
manner and litres of
blood is spread at public
places affecting the senti-
ments of public at large,”
the plea said.
“It is most respectfully
submitted that animals
sacrifice on Bakr-Eid day
is cruel, inhuman, bar-
barian, decency and
morality and the same
cannot be protected in the
name of religion as such
practice is in violation of
Article 14,21 and 25 of the
Constitution of India,” it
said. PTI

HC notice to Pokemon
Go developer for ‘hurting
religious sentiments’

Ahmedabad

The Gujarat High Court on
Wednesday issued notice to
the developers of the aug-
mented reality mobile
game Pokemon Go in re-
sponse to a PIL which
seeks a ban on it alleging
that it hurts religious
sentiments. A division
bench of Chief Justice R
Subhash Reddy and Jus-
tice V M Pancholi issued
notices to the San Fran-
cisco-based game devel-
oper Niantic Inc., the
Union government and
the Gujarat government.
The PIL filed by Alay
Dave, saif that in the
game, image of eggs ap-
pears in places of worship
of various religions.
“Depiction/showing such
eggs to be found in temples
and other places of wor-
ship is seriously hurting
religious sentiments of
many worshippers,” it
said.
In this location-based
game, eggs appear, super-
imposed, at the places of
worship on the map onmo-

bile screen, it said, noting
the player has to ‘gather
eggs by actually walking
near such places to achieve
a point.

Objective of the game is
to capture ‘Pokemons’ (car-
toon figures) which appear
on the map on the mobile
screen as one moves
around, it said. The PIL
contended that eggs are
“deliberately found inside
the places of worship” and
it “strikes at the critical
fabric of Hindu religion as
well as other religious
practices”.

It said that the game can
lead to the players getting
injured (while walking
around) and there is a pos-
sibility of it being used as a

surveillance tool, pos-
ing threat to national
security. “The aspect of
individual privacy and
security concerns have
become alarming in
view of the game. Sev-
eral cases of accidents
have been taking place
in our country on ac-
count of people playing
the game. Geo-location
facility of Pokemon Go
game has assisted
criminals in carrying
out robbery.
“There is a conspira-

cy theory that the game is
being used as a tool for the
US intelligence agency
CIA,” it said.
The petitioner wanted
the HC to ensure that the
developer desisted from de-
picting eggs at temples and
to direct the Centre and the
state government to “ban,
prevent it from being
downloaded and accessed
by players”. PTI

New Delhi/Vijayawada

Making it clear that Andhra
Pradesh will not be accorded
special category status, the
Centre on Wednesday said the
state will be provided mone-
tary compensation through ex-
ternally aided projects.
After day-long suspense and

hectic consultation in the na-
tional capital, Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley an-
nounced on Wednesday night
that the state will get mone-
tary advantage equivalent to
what it would have got if it was
accorded special category sta-

tus. Jaitely made it clear that
then Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh’s statementmade in
Rajya Sabha on Feb 20, 2014 for
according special status to
Andhra Pradesh can’t be im-
plemented as the 14th Finance
Commission has recommend-
ed that the special category
status can be given to only hill
states and North-Eastern
states.
“We have decided to give a

special assistance measure for
the state of Andhra Pradesh
wherein an amount equivalent
to what they would have got if
that statement could have been

implemented, will be compen-
sated to the state by virtue of
externally aided projects,” he
said without giving any num-
ber.
Jaitely, who was accompa-

nied by central ministers M
Venkaiah Naidu and YS
Chowdary, said this special as-
sistance will be for five years -
2015-2020.
The announcement came af-

ter day-long consultations
Chowdary and other leaders of
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
had with Jaitely, Venkaiah
Naidu and other central min-
isters. PTI

Centre announces special
financial package for Andhra

Plea in SC against sacrificing
animals on Bakr-Eid

New Delhi

Aiming to make its health
insurance more inclusive,
the Employees State Insur-
ance Corporation (ESIC) on
Tuesday decided to raise the
monthly wage threshold to
Rs 21,000 in view of price
rise and salaryhike. Raising
thewage ceiling from the ex-
isting Rs 15,000 per month
will help ESIC add 50 lakh
workers. The move is ex-
pected to bring in 2 crore
people — assuming a family
of 4 — under the health in-
surance net. Currently, it
has 2.6 crore insured work-
ers and covers over 10 crore
people.
Recently, the government
hiked theminimumwage for
unskilled non-farm workers
by 42 per cent to Rs 350 per
day, from the existing Rs 246.
ESIC raised its wage ceiling

by 40 per cent, considering
the increase in minimum
wages by the government.
ESIC has not only increased
the wage limit, but allowed
insured persons to opt for
continuing the cover even if
their salary breaches the
ceiling. The decisions will
come into effect from Octo-
ber 1. Now, workers drawing
a monthly salary of up to Rs
21,000will be entitled to treat-
ment during cases of sick-
ness, maternity, disability
and death due to injury dur-
ing work. At the ESIC board
meeting, the organisation
hadproposed raising the lim-
it to Rs 25,000 per month, but
it was decided to fix the ceil-
ing at Rs 21,000. An employer
has to contribute 4.75 per
cent of a worker’s salary to-
wards ESIC as contribution
while for workers, it stands
at 1.75 per cent. PTI

ESIC hikes wage ceiling
to Rs 21k, aims to add

50 lakh workers

Madhav trashes talk
of ‘political solution’
to Kashmir issue

New Delhi: BJP general
secretary Ram Madhav on
Wednesday rebuffed demands
for a “political solution” to the
Kashmir issue, suggesting that
it was a mere “slogan” raised by
“romantic” people and
asserting that those who do
not believe in the Indian
constitution will be dealt with
firmly.
Taking a tough stand on
separatists, the saffron party’s
pointsman on Jammu and
Kashmir claimed they are not
interested in finding a solution
to the ongoing unrest in the
Valley and “enjoy fuelling
violence and getting innocents
killed”. PTI


