
A
nother new premium wine label has
just been launched in India: “M/S”,
fromFratelli Vineyards, which is locat-

ed at Akluj, about 200 km south-east of Pune.
The brand name is unusual, and while it

could stand for “Master’s Selection,” it’s actu-
ally the initials of twowinemasters:winemaker
PieroMasi (‘M’) and Steven Spurrier (‘S’).

Masi, 64, has been the winemaker and a
partner at Fratelli Vineyards since its inception
in 2006. Amaster-winemakerwith 40 years of
experience and 58 harvests under his belt,
Piero is fromTuscany and extremely passion-
ate about his calling: he and Spurrier collabo-
rated closely to develop the two blends that
bear their initials.

Spurrier, 75, is an internationally-acclaimed
wine writer and expert — a Wine Master, in
fact, if not by qualification.

In 1976, he had arranged a blind tasting of
select Californian Cabs versus First Growth
Bordeaux andCalifornianChardonnays versus
GrandCruWhite Burgundies inwhat has come
to be known as “The Judgement of Paris”. The
tasters were all French, and the results were
astounding: for the first time ever, non-French
wines were rated as being equal to, if not bet-
ter than, top Frenchwines. The story was lat-
er turned into the movie Bottle Shock (2008),
with Alan Rickman playing the controversial
characterisation of Spurrier.

Fratelli Vineyards is the third-largest wine

company in India by volume, having crossed
160,000 cases 2015-16. It’s the result of a
unique joint venture between seven individu-
als: the two Sekri brothers from Delhi, two
Secci brothers from Italy, two Mohite-Patil
Brothers from Maharashtra, and Masi.
Together theymake up the seven segments in
the company’s logo: “Fratelli” means “broth-
erhood” in Italian.

Both the wines are blends: the M/S Red is
60 per cent Sangiovese, 20 per cent Cab, and
20per cent Syrah/Shiraz, sourced in 2015 from
the company’s ownvineyards at Akluj. Despite
having no oak-aging and being quite young,
the wine is very drinkable, with a fruity and
spicy aroma and amedium-bodied taste rem-
iniscent of dark cherries that’s typical of
Sangiovese,with a good finish that comes from
the Cab.

The M/S White is an unusual blend of 80
per cent Chardonnay and 20 per cent
Sauvignon Blanc that disappoints: it does not
quite have the smoothness of Chardonnay nor
the crispness of a Sauvignon Blanc but falls
somewhere in between. Maybe it requires
more time in bottle.

Both the M/S wines are positioned to fill a
specific gap in the Fratelli portfolio: priced at
~949.99 per 750 ml bottle in Bengaluru, in
between the premium“Fratelli” range ofwines
(~700 to ~800) and the super-premium Vitae
(~1,500) and Sette (~1,642). Only 550 cases
(6,600 bottles) each of the 2015 vintage have
been produced, with plans to double that
quantity and add a rosé in 2016.

And what of the future for Fratelli? Part-
owner Alessio Secci says the company is look-
ing to double volumes over the next five years,
expanding its vineyards from the current 240
acres, expanding capacity at the existingwin-
ery and setting up a newwinery in Karnataka.
Fratelli is already in the black at the PBDT
(profit before depreciation and tax) level —
only the second Indian wine company (apart
frommarket leader Sula) to be there — and if
things continue to go right, one can forecast
its revenues increasing from ~29 crore in the
financial year 2014-15 to touch ~100 crore
by 2020.

Long live the brotherhood!

AlokChandra is aBengaluru-basedwine consultant

Master’s
selection

DELHI IN 1857: HERITAGE
WALK IN KASHMIRI GATE

Thistwo-hour, two-odd-km
walkintheoldcitytakesyou
throughthelandmarksofthe
uprisingof1857. Italsocoversthe
lifeandtimesoftheBritishliving
inDelhibeforetherevoltbroke
out.Thetrail includesNicholson
Cemetery,KashmiriGate,StJames

Church,oldcampusesofHindu
CollegeandStStephen’s,DaraShukoh’s
library,TelegraphMemorialandthe
remainsoftheBritishmagazine.
Meetingpoint:NicholsonCemetery,
nearGateNo4ofKashmiriGateMetro
station
When:November13,9.30am
Charges:~500perhead
Register@
http://delhiheritagewalks.com/online-
booking-regular.html

LAZEEZ KHAANA WITH
A HAVELI WALK

Spendtheeveningexperiencingthe
tangibleandintangibleMughal

heritageasyouexploreandroonshehr
or thewalledcityofShahjahanabad.
Behindthewalls,oldphataks,galisand

kuchasof themanyhavelis tellastory.
Thetourbeginswiththe introduction
ofOldDelhiandcovers thehavelisat
AjmereGate (HaveliRaziaBegum),
Ballimaran(MirzaGhalibHaveli),
ChawriBazar (Haveli
BhannaMulland
GulzariMull),Churi
Walan(NawabMirza
DawudKhanHaveli),
MatiaMahal
(BakhtawarKhan
Haveli),ChitliQabar
(HaveliAzamKhan),Sitaram
Bazar (HaveliNawab
Mandu),KuchaPatiRam
(miscellaneoushavelis).Topit
withagastronomical treatwith
BadeMiyankikheer,aloochaat,
shahitukdawith icecream,biryani,
jalebi, faludaandpaan.Another
interestingwalkyoucanopt for is

“WalkWhileYouShop,Shoppers
Paradise:ChandniChowk”
Meetingpoint:GateNo3,Chawri
BazaarMetrostation,8am
Charges:~500,extrachargesforfood
When:Forschedule,visit
www.gointhecity.com

6TH DELHI BIRD RACE 2016

Putyourbird-spottingskills to test this
November.At thecrackofdawn,
participantswillheadout insmall
teams, ledbyanexperiencedbirder, to
lookforbirds inmultiple locations
acrossDelhiandareasaroundit,within
a60-oddkmradiusof thecity.Each

teamwill strive torecordasmany
speciesofbirdsaspossible,
while learningabout thefiner
pointsofbird-watchingfrom

theexpert.Youare free tomake
yourownteam.Birding
enthusiasts,whomaynotbeable

tospare thewholeday,can joinany
teamduringthedayaccordingto
theirconvenience.

When:November19,6am
Charges:Freeofcost
Registerbysendinganemailat
delhibirdrace@gmail.comor
ontheirFacebookpage

‘LANDOFGOLD’BY
ANOUSHKASHANKAR
Sitarplayer,composerand
five-timeGrammyAward
winnerAnoushkaShankar
willperformheralbum“Land
ofGold”toaliveaudience.
Thealbumrepresentsa
journeytoaplaceofsecurity,
connectionandtranquility.
Theseedsof“LandofGold”
originatedinthecontextof
thehumanitarianplightof
refugees.
When:December9,7.30pm
Where:SirifortAuditorium
Tickets:~500to~5,000;
in.bookmyshow.com

JASHN-E-REKHTA

Thethree-dayfestival
celebratesthebeauty,
versatilityandmulti-faceted
natureofUrdu.Itexploresthe

differentelementsandrange
ofemotionsthroughmusic,
poetry,prose,drama,
mushaira,debatesandfilm
screenings, tonameafew.
Likeeveryyear, thethird
editionofJashn-e-Rekhtawill
featureleadingpoets,
lyricists,writersand
litterateurs.Theschedule,yet
tobeannounced,canbe
trackedonitswebsite.
When:February17to19,2017
Where: IndiraGandhi
NationalCentrefortheArts
(IGNCA),Janpath
Details:
http://jashnerekhta.org/

DELHI INTERNATIONAL
ARTSFESTIVAL

Inits10thyear,Delhi
InternationalArtsFestival
willopenwithperformances
byartistesfromIndia,China,
Spain, Isreal,Venezuela,
HungaryandItaly.The
performanceswill include
classicalandcontemporary
dance, jazzandworldmusic,
Latinsoundsandflamenco.
When:November12to26
Where:OldFort,6pm
Tickets:Entryfree
Details:http://www.diaf.in/

Let therebemusic

JASHNEBACHPAN-
INTERNATIONALCHILDREN
THEATREFESTIVAL
Startingnextweek, theNationalSchoolof
Dramacampuswill turnintoaveritable
kids’melaforthis12-daytheatrecarnival.
TwentyproductionsfromIndiaandseven
fromSriLanka,Pakistan,Turkey, Israel,
FranceandSwitzerlandareontheshow.
AmongthemareTeesMaarKhan,
AstronauterThikana,DinosaurandJuly.
When:November14to25
Where:NationalSchoolofDrama,
BhagwandasRoad

JASHN-E-GHALIB

Thistheatrefestival—thefirstof itskind
—offersavivaciousaccountofthelifeof
AsadullahKhanGhalib.Theplaysinclude
GhalibinNewDelhi (India’s longest
runningcomedywithover400showsto
itscredit)andGhalib, inwhichthe70-
year-oldpoet(playedbyTomAlter)
narratesthememoirsofhis lifetohisfirst

biographer,MaulanaHali.
When:November13
Where:ShriRamCentre,4,Safdar
HashmiMarg
Tickets:~200to~500

DRAMAQUEEN
StarringSuchitraKrishnamoortias
herself, thiswittyandhonestplayisa
biographicalaccountofher life in
Bollywood, includingwhatitwastodebut
oppositeShahRukhKhan,hermarriageto
ShekharKapurandbeingasinglemother.
When:December3

Where:Epicentre,ApparelHouse,Sector
44,Gurgaon
Tickets:~1,500to~2,000

KATHAKAR—INTERNATIONAL
STORYTELLERSFESTIVAL

There’snobetterwaytobeachildamong
childrenthanlistenintentlytoa
fascinatingstoryaboutmagical thingsand

fantasticalplaces.GhumakkadNarainis
backwiththesixtheditionofthe
storytellingfestival,andwillhostartistes
fromJapanandtheUK,besidesDatangoi
artistesandstorytellersfromKerala.After
Delhi, thefestivalwill travel toMumbai
andBengaluru.
When:TillNovember13
Where:IndiraGandhiNationalCentre
fortheArts,Janpath

Onadate
withDelhi
There is anip in theair.Thesmog is liftingand
likeeveryyear,Delhi is ready tomake themostof
winter.Here’s a lookatall that thecityhas
tooffer in thedays tocome

Life inawalk

Thespian’sdayout
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TAWAIFS OF CHAWRI
BAZAR — FROM
BORDELLO TO BROTHEL
Thiswalkisaneffort tocorrect
thewidespreadmisunder-
standingaboutthecourtesan
culture.ChawriBazarremained

apromenadestreetofoldDelhi
thathadsprawlingmansionsof
courtesans—professional
entertainerswhowerea
repositoryofdanceandmusic
andwhosecharmsbrought
kings,nawabs,poetsandsahibs
totheirdoorsteps.Whileonthe

walk, trytoidentifythelast
remainingsymbolsofthe
kothas (bordellos) inChawri
Bazarandunravel the
phenomenalstoriesof
celebratedcourtesanssuchas
Rupmati,Anarkali,RanaDil,
thestunningFirdausJan,

UttamBai,PunnaBaiandmany
others.Thewalkisalsoan
attempttounderstandwhatled
tothedownfallofthisinstitution
andhowthecourtesansgot
pushedoutoftheirgrand
mansionsandintocramped
brothelsor“redlight”areas.

Meetingpoint:GateNo3,
ChawriBazaarMetrostation;
8am
Charges:~500perperson
When:Forschedule,visit
www.gointhecity.com;email:
getgoing@gointhecity.com;or
call9582891707/9880088033
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ALOK CHANDRA

Despite having no
oak-aging and being
quite young, the
wine is very
drinkable, with a
fruity and spicy
aroma and a
medium-bodied
taste reminiscent
of dark cherries



I
won’tdelve toomuchintomywastedadoles-
cence but the fact of the matter is that my
entrypoint intotheworldofMarvelComicsis

through cinema. Apart from the first Iron Man
andCaptainAmericamovies,whichwere indus-
trial amounts of fun, I didn’t find rest of the cine-
maticadaptionsworthmytime.Thejust-released
DoctorStrange isquitepossiblymymostfavourite
moviemadeout of theMarvel sourcematerial.

Most of my exuberance stems from Benedict
CumberbatchastheeponymouscharacterDoctor
Stephen Strange, a celebrated neurosurgeon. He
washohuminhis recentmoviesbuthere’s some-
thingthathecouldsinkhisravenousteethinto:his
stiffBritishupperlipandpo-facedsenseofhumour
are justwhat themovieneeded togetgoing.

Themovie’saboutStrange’shands losingtheir
vitality due to an accident and after searching
high and low in vain, he reachesKathmandu for
theall-elusivecure.AchanceencounterwithKarl
Mordo (Chiwetel Ejiofor) takes him to The
Ancient One (Tilda Swinton) who puts him
throughthewringer,whileespousingsomehigh-
falutin stuff about saving three sanctums from
Dormammu, the villainous entity who offers
eternal life.Dormammu’sstoogeKaecilius (Mads
Mikkelsen)doesmostof thebattlingonhisboss’s
behalf though.

BenDavis, themaster lensmanwhohasdone
enough superhero movies to claim that world
as his natural habitat, has done some amazing
work, be it the accident or the vertiginious
swoops undertaken by Kaecilius and Strange
and The Ancient One of Manhattan in an
engrossing faceoff. ScottDerricksonmadeoneof
those raremovies that justify their eyewatering-
ly expensive IMAX ticket and popcorn prices at
a Delhimultiplex.

UnlikeitspredecessorsintheMarveluniverse,
Doctor Strangehas its proceedings suffused with
enough humour for the audience to soak in the
prattlingbyTildaandcoaboutspirituality,chakras,
karmaetal. The scenes thatCumberbatch shares
withRachelMcAdams,hiscolleagueandsupposed
love interest with whom he’s equally standoffish
andaffectionate,aresupercharming.Otherstand-
out sequences are the ones where Ejiofor reveals
thewi-fipasswordandCumberbatchshowsoffhis
pop culture knowledge in front of a dour,monas-
ticChinese librarian.

Speaking of pop culture references, I am
floored by theway they pop up in the newHBO
series, Insecure, about a 20-something black
woman (show creator Issa Rae) in Los Angeles
who’s stifled in amonotonous relationship and
a dead-end job at an educational NGO. Yvonne
Orji as friendMolly is her soul sister. The series
partly shares itsDNAwithLenaDunham’sGirls
considering how the girls here also are either
obsessedwithmenor themselves.But Issa,who
wrote InsecurebasedonherwebseriesAwkward
Black Girl, ensures her characters have prob-
lemsthataren’tquintessentially first-worldprob-
lems like inGirls.

“Every black girl that went to college likes
Drake. He just really gets us,” says Issa to her ex-
flame. The series is five episodes down and I am
yettoexperienceasingledullmomentthatbrings
Issa andMolly together. The latter, after a series
ofdatingmishaps, startsbelieving“yougottakiss
a lot of frogs to get a good frog”. Their conversa-
tions might get a “D” in the Bechdel Test but
when taken in the current context of online dat-
ingandhookups, Insecurehasanabsorbing take
on these topics.

Sample thismonologue by Issa:
“My boss founded a nonprofit to help kids

fromthehood,but shedidn’thire anybody from
thehood.

I’mtornbetweentheBookerTmethodandthe
DuBoismethod.”

This is the kind of stream of consciousness
soaked in black American riffs that got Paul
Beatty’sTheSelloutaBookerprize thisyear. Issa’s
impromptu raps in frontofherbathroommirror
are blisteringly dark and I hope shemakes amix
tape out of themall.

But then, lookingat thewayAmericachose to
elect a seemingly racist, xenophobic, misoynis-
tic, foul-mouthed,philistine likeDonaldTrump
as itspresident, I amstarting towonder if blacks
will be allowed tohave their fair cultural say ina
countryso tornapart.People like IssaRaeare the
tiny specks of sunshine on this otherwise
doomedUS landscape.

jagannath.jamma@bsmail.in

Strange&
insecure

DELHIMETRO’SREPUTATIONAS
ONEOFTHECITY’SBIGGEST
GAMECHANGERSwillbefurther
reinforcedwhenits9.37-kmHeritageLine,
itsnewestadditionthatcoversseven
stations(ITO,Janpath,MandiHouse,
DelhiGate,JamaMasjid,RedFortand
KashmereGate)starts. Initiallyplannedfor
anend-2016launch, ithasbeendelayed,
thoughatrialrunbetweenDelhiGateand
RedForthastakenplace inAugust.

WithMetrostationsvirtuallyonthe

doorstepsoftheRedFortandJamaMasjid,
accessibilitytoboththesehistorical
monumentsisexpectedtobecomefar
moreeasier.

Buttill theHeritageLinestarts, it’sbest
totaketheyellowline,andgetoffat the
ChawriBazarMetrostation.Fromhere,
onecaneithertakearickshaworwalk; it
wouldpossiblytakethesameamountof
time.ChawriBazar,establishedin1840,
takesyoubackintime,thoughit’sa
walker’schallengecongestedthewayit is
withshopssellinghardware,utensilsand
weddingitemsoneitherside.A15-minute
walkfromtheMetrostationtakesyouto
theiconicJamaMasjid(built in1656).Walk
abit furtherandasyouapproachthemain

road,youwill findtheRed
Fort, theresidenceofthe
Mughalemperortill 1857.

WriterandfilmmakerSohail
Hashmi,whohasconductedwalks
hereformanyyears,says,“Thereareso
manyplacesherethatareundiscovered. I
hopetheHeritageLinewillencourage
morepeopletocometothesepartsof
thecity.”

Oneofthemostfamouseaterieshereis
Karim’s(establishedin1913),whichis
locatedafewstepsfromJamaMasjid. Its
managerisquiteupbeatabouttheHeritage
Linestartingandfeels itwillbringmore
peopletotherestaurant.

—ShakyaMitra

INDIA ART FAIR
SouthAsia’s leadingplatformfor
modernandcontemporaryart
returnsinFebruarywithpaintings,
sculptures,photography,mixed
media,prints,drawingsandvideo
art.Theprogrammeincludes
lectures,projectsandcurated
eventsacrossDelhi.
When:February2to5,2017;
February3and4(2 pmto8pm);
February5, (11amto7pm)
Where:NSICGrounds,Okhla
IndustrialArea
Details:http://indiaartfair.in/

HERITAGE365
PresentedbytheNeemranaMusic
Foundation,Heritage365isatwo-
dayexhibitionthatshowcases

heritage
tourism,craft,
design, fashion,
jewelleryand
lifestyleasit
bringstogether
fashion
designersand
craftsmen.The
exhibitionfocusesonthe
richtreasuretrunkofRajasthan,
GujaratandMadhyaPradesh.
When:November25and26
Where:JawaharlalNehruStadium
lawns(GateNo14)

10HEADSFESTIVAL

The10HeadsFestival is,simplyput,10
festivalsrolledintoone.Withaselection
ofrestaurants,artistesandactivities, the
festivalpromisesexperiencesacross
musicandentertainment, foodand
drinks, fashionandbeauty,artand
culture,magicandakidszone.The
ToddyFest looksparticularly interesting
withanarrayofsignatureand
experimentalcocktails togowith
groovymusic.
When:February3to5,2017
Where:PSOI,NehruPark,Chanakyapuri

NASVINATIONALSTREET
FOODFESTIVAL

TheNationalAssociationofStreet
VendorsofIndiawillbringtogether
streetvendorsfromacrossthecountryto
thestreetfoodfestival inthisedition.
Goingbeyondtheregularfarethat
Delhiitesareusedto, thefestivaloffers
localdelicaciesfromnortheastern,
southernandwesternstatesofIndia. It’s
timetofindoutthedifferencebetween
puchkas,paanipuriandgolgappe.
When:December23to25,2016
Where:GateNo4,JawaharlalNehru
Stadium,NewDelhi

PALATEFEST
ThelatesteditionofthePalateFest,
whichisperhapsthemostsuccessful
foodfestival inDelhi,hasanexciting
line-upofcafésandfine-dine
restaurantswithalimited,curated
menu.Bite intocrunchypizzas
fromIndigoDeli, sipsome
gourmetteaandcoffeefrom
Bonhomiaandpolishoffa
quirkydessert fromFarziCafe.
Thisyear’s festivalwillalso
hostworkshopsandtalksby
expertsfromthefoodand
beverageindustry.
When:February10to12
Where:NehruPark,Chanakyapuri,
NewDelhi

CHEFSTABLEWEEK
ForaweekinNovember, leading
restaurantsacrossDelhi,Mumbaiand
Bengaluruwillhostguestsoverasix-
coursechef’sspecialmenuaspartofthe
Chef'sTableWeek.Participating
restaurantsandhotels inDelhi include
TheRoseateHouse, ITCMaurya,Taj
MahalHotelandOliveBistroandBar.
Reservationisrecommended.
When:November18to27
Where:Seewww.chefstableweek.comfor
full listofparticipatingrestaurants

Foodonyourmind

Artandabout
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ALTODELHICOMICCON2016
Oneofthecity’sbiggestpopcultureeventscomestotownin
December.Lastyear, theattractionsincludedKristianNairn,who
playsHodorinGameofThrones,TyTempleton,thethree-timeEisner
award-winningartisteofBatman,andRobDenbleyker,creatorof
Cyanide&Happiness.Waitawhiletofindoutwhat’s instoreatthefest
thisyear.
When:December9to11, 11amto8pm
Where:NSICEstate,OkhlaIndustrialAreaPhaseIII
Pass:~375,~675and~,1875
Details:http://www.comiccondelhi.com/

Connected
toheritage

DALIP KUMAR
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DoctorStrange




