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The Union Minister for Health & Family Welfare, Science & Technology and Earth Sciences,
Dr. Harsh Vardhan along with the Chief Minister of Karnataka, Shri B.S. Yediyurappa dedi-

cates the Super Speciality Trauma Centre (SSTC) in Vijayanagar Institute of Medical Sciences,
Ballari to the nation through video conferencing from Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi. The

Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare, Shri Ashwini Kumar Choubey is also seen.

Landslide susceptibility mapping of Mussoorie
and its surrounding areas in Uttarakhand Himalaya

(By Press Information Bureau)
Like most hill townships,

Mussoorie, the popular hill station
in Uttarakhand, has witnessed sev-
eral landslides, probably resulting
from an increased spate of develop-
mental activities. The increased di-
saster hazard has led scientists to
map the landslide susceptibility of
Mussoorie and surrounding areas,
showing that 15 percent of the re-
gion is highly susceptible to land-
slides. Scientists from Wadia Insti-
tute of Himalayan Geology
(WIHG), an autonomous institute
under the Department of Science
and Technology, Govt. of India, car-
ried out the study in Mussoorie
township and its surroundings cov-
ering 84 square km in the Lesser
Himalaya. They found that domi-
nant part of the area falling under
very high and high landslide suscep-
tible zone lies in the settlement area
--. Bhataghat, George Everest,
Kempty fall, Khattapani, Library
road, Galogidhar, and Hathipaon
and are covered by highly fractured
Krol limestone exhibiting slope
more than 60 degrees. The Landslide
Susceptibility Mapping (LSM) pub-
lished in the Journal of Earth Sys-
tem Science also showed that about
29% of the area falls in the moder-
ate landslide susceptible zone and
56% in low to very low landslide
susceptible zone. The researchers
from WIHG carried out the study
using bivariate statistical Yule Co-
efficient (YC) method utilizing Geo-
graphic Information System (GIS)
and high-resolution satellite imag-
eries. According to their study, vari-
ous possible causative factors of
landslides in the study area include
lithology, landuse-landcover
(LULC), slope, aspect, curvature,
elevation, road-cut drainage, and lin-
eament.

Chicken you buy in Hyderabad may not be worth its weight!

Hyderabad, Sept 1
(IPA) :  Some chicken
traders in the old city are
allegedly cheating cus-
tomers by manipulating
electronic weighing ma-
chines using remote con-
trols, if the recently
formed association of
chicken shops is to be
believed.

“Few chicken shops in
the city are baiting cus-
tomers with low prices.
Truth is that they are us-
ing remote controls to
manipulate the electronic
weighing scale. As a re-
sult, the customer pays
for one kilogram when he
is actually given only
around 650 grams,” said
Mohammed Abid
Mahmood, a member of
the Hyderabad Chicken
Shop Association (Old
City). Another member of
the association,
Mohammed Jahangir,
says these traders keep

the remote control in their
pockets and sit a little
away from the weighing
scale and press the remote
button.

“Depending upon the
quantity of the commod-
ity, the traders switch on
the remote control to over
report the weight. Not
only chicken shops, this
malpractice is prevalent
in many shops where
electronic weighing
scales are used,” alleges
Jahangir. The association
says electronic weighing
instruments can easily be
rigged by technicians by
incorporating a chip in
the machine. The chip is
controlled by the
handheld remote.

“If one presses the but-
ton of the remote control
it helps to swiftly change
between the standard and
non-standard modes on
the machine,” explains a
weighing machine dealer.

The remote resembles a
keychain and is hard to be
detected, he adds.

Another association
member alleged that there
is malpractice in
largescale deals too. “For
functions, the chef asks
the customer to bring a
specified quantity of
chicken or mutton from a
particular shop. In most
instances, the shopkeeper
and the cook will be hand
in glove and if the chef
asks for 200 kilograms,
the shop owner weighs
about 150 kilograms. The
price of the rest is shared
between them,” he says.

Following several com-
plaints from the public,
the association is now
reaching out to traders
and holding meetings
asking traders to maintain
a uniform price and to en-
sure correct measurement
on the weighing scales.

“We have also asked the
Legal Metrology Depart-
ment to conduct periodic
checks at the shops,”
Abid Mahmood said.

A Legal Metrology of-
ficial said they were regu-
larly conducting checks
in markets and registering
cases against traders re-
sorting to malpractices.

Indian economy contracts by record 23.9 pc in Q1

Girl raped by
minor youth in Mathura
Mathura (UP), Sept 1

(IPA) : A 10-year-old girl
was allegedly raped by an
adolescent in a village in
Mathura district of Uttar
Pradesh, police said on
Monday. The girl had
stepped out of her house
on Saturday to buy some
groceries from a nearby
shop when she was way-
laid by the youth and
raped in a lonely place,
they said.

The youth is also from
the same village.

An FIR has been lodged
by the victim's father un-
der Section 376 (punish-
ment for rape) of the In-
dian Penal Code and the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
(POCSO) Act.

The accused has been
arrested and sent to juve-
nile custody, police said.

The girl underwent a
medical examination and
returned home to her par-
ents, they added.

Sikkim reports
fourth COVID-19 death
Gangtok, Sept 1 (IPA)

: A 50-year-old COVID-
19 patients died in Sikkim
on Monday, following
which the state's toll rose
to four, an official said.

He had comorbid condi-
tions, including kidney
ailments, said Sonam
Bhutia, the state Informa-
tion, Education and Com-
munication (IEC) officer.

He was undergoing
treatment at the STNM
Hospital here since Au-
gust 27 after being re-
ferred to by doctors of the
district hospital at
Singtam in East Sikkim.

Meanwhile, the state has
recorded 25 new COVID-
19 cases in the last 24
hours, taking the tally to
1,653, Bhutia said.

Worst-hit East Sikkim
reported 23 of these
cases, while the other two
were detected in West
Sikkim. There are 424 ac-
tive cases in the state at
present, while 1,225
people have recovered.

East Sikkim has re-
ported 1,138 cases so far,
followed by South
Sikkim (468), West
Sikkim (46) and North
Sikkim (one), Bhutia
said. The state has tested
41,069 samples for
COVID-19 so far, he said.

New Delhi, Sept 1
(IPA) : Parliament's mon-
soon session will begin
from September 14, a no-
tification issued on Mon-
day said. The notification
issued by the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said President
Ram Nath Kovind has
called the lower house to
meet on Monday, Sep-
tember 14 at 9 AM. Rajya
Sabha is expected to meet
at a different time on the
same day, as it has been
decided to stagger the sit-
ting of the two houses due
to the COVID-19 guide-
lines. The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Parliamentary
Affairs had earlier recom-

Monsoon Session to start
from Sep 14 : Notification

mended that the monsoon
session be held from Sep-
tember 14 to October 1.
There will be in total 18
consecutive sittings with
no holiday or weekend
break, according to offi-
cials. Hectic preparations
are underway for the ses-
sion with several first-
time measures because of
the COVID-19 pandemic
such as testing of all MPs,
staggered sitting of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha
and use of both chambers
and galleries to accom-
modate members while
following physical dis-
tancing norms, officials
had said.

Pranab Mukherjee was a great leader : Harish
Hyderabad, Sept 1 (IPA) : Finance minister T Harish

Rao today stared that the nation has lost a great leader former
president, Pranab Mukherjee. Pranab Mukherjee had of-
fered the statehood fod Telangana and signed a related file
as  the president,  he recalled.  Harish Rao stated that Pranab
Mukherjee had close affinity with Telangana and TRS
supremo KCR.  The nation and Telangana has lost its great
leader who enjoyed support by all political parties he said.

Bengal : Elephants cross
swollen river, destroy crops
Jhargram (WB), Sept 1

(IPA) : A herd of 50 wild
elephants strayed into the
Sankrail area in Jhargram
district of West Bengal on
Monday, crossing the
swollen Subarnarekha
river, officials said. The
herd, which had several
elephant calves, destroyed
paddy in Rohini, Rogra
and Adhari villages in the
area after swimming over
to Sankrail, they said. The
jumbos also ate vegetables
grown on a vast stretch of
land and camped in the
nearby forested area at
dusk, Forest Department
officials said. Villagers
ensured no harm was done
to the elephants despite the
loss of crop and cordoned
off the area, they said. Ef-
forts were on to drive the
herd back to Chandabila
forest range by quick re-
sponse team of the Forest
Department and locals,
they added.

New Delhi, Sept 1
(IPA) : India's economy
suffered its worst slump
on record in April-June,
with the gross domestic
product (GDP) contract-
ing by 23.9 per cent as
the coronavirus-related
lockdowns weighed on
the already-declining
consumer demand and
investment.

The GDP contraction
in the world's fifth-larg-
est economy compared
with 3.1 per cent growth
in the preceding Janu-
ary-March quarter and

5.2 per cent expansion
in the same period a year
back, according to offi-
cial data released on
Monday. This is the
sharpest contraction
since quarterly figures
started being published
in 1996 and worse than
what was expected by
most analysts.

While the pandemic
caused historic GDP
contractions in econo-
mies around the world,
the situation in India has
been made worse by
more than 78,000 new

infections a day and to-
tal cases topping 35 lakh
-- behind only the US
and Brazil .  Russia's
economy contracted by
a lesser-than-expected
8.5 per cent in April-
June but China grew by
3.2 per cent in the quar-
ter. China had recorded
a contraction of 6.8 per
cent in January-March
when the coronavirus
pandemic was at  i ts
peak in that country.
Russia had grown by
1.6 per cent in the first
quarter.

Hyderabad, Sept  2
(IPA) : Telangana posted
2,734 new COVID- 19
cases and 9 related fatali-
ties, taking the tally of
those infected by the vi-
rus in the state to 1.27
lakh. Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) accounted for
the most number of cases
with 347, followed by
Rangareddy 212, Nalg
onda 191, Khammam 161
and Medchal Malkajgiri
121 districts, a govern-
ment bulletin said on
Tuesday, providing data
as of 8 pm on August 31.

2,734 new coronavirus
cases in Telangana; 9 more deaths

As many as 58,264
samples were tested on
August 31. Cumulatively,
14.23 lakh samples have
been tested till date. The
samples tested per mil-
lion population was
38,351, the bulletin said.

With nine more deaths,
the toll rose to 836. The
case fatality rate in the
state was 0.66 per cent,
while it was 1.77 per cent
at the national level. The
total number of people
who have recovered from
COVID-19 so far stood at
95,162 while 31,699 are
under treatment.


