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Nirmala Sitharaman

issues for those trying to register
their waqf properties, the All
India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB) has said. Exec-
utive member of the AIMPLB
and chairman of the Islamic
Centre of India, Maulana Khalid
Rasheed Farangi Mahali, said a
legal team was being set up to
assist Mutawallis approach waqf
tribunals for the same.

“Reports have been pouring in
about technical glitches in the
portal, and it is almost impossi-

Vrinda Tulsian

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  India will lead the
Council of Member States of the
International Institute for
Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (International IDEA)
for the year 2026 after Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
Gyanesh Kumar formally
assumed the chairship in Stock-
holm on Wednesday.

As chair, Kumar will steer the
council’s work with a focus on
the theme “Democracy for an
inclusive, peaceful, resilient and
sustainable world”. Mauritius
and Mexico will serve as vice
chairs for the year.

Kumar said the chairship will
be “decisive, ambitious and
action oriented”, with India set
to guide the council’s work
around two pillars — reimagin-
ing democracy for the future,
and independent & professional
election management bodies for
sustainable democracy. 

CEC: WILL FOCUS 
ON I.D.E.A.’S THEME 
OF DEMOCRACY

BARMER:  An alleged illicit rela-
tionship forced a Pakistani man
to cross over into India, where
he was caught by the BSF in
Rajasthan’s Barmer. The inci-
dent took place on November 26
in Jaton ki Beri. 

Security forces initially sus-
pected cross-border espionage,
but interrogation later revealed
that the intrusion was driven
entirely by personal reasons,
police said. BSF personnel
apprehended the intruder, Hin-
dal (24), after he was found hid-
ing inside a cattle shed belonging
to locals. A resident of Nayatla
village in Pakistan’s Tharparkar
district and had reportedly
crossed only a few metres into
Indian territory before taking
cover in the shed. Security agen-
cies said formal protocols will be
followed before the man is repa-
triated to Pakistan. HTC

PAK MAN CROSSES 
INTO INDIA OVER 
‘ILLICIT’ AFFAIR

Gyanesh Kumar 

court dismissed the latter’s
request for anticipatory bail in
the case of raping a woman and
forcing her to abort by giving her
pills. Principal sessions judge S
Nazeera pronounced the order
in open court while a formal
order is awaited.

The special investigation team
of the state police, probing the
case, had submitted all relevant
materials pertaining to the case,
including statements of doctors
who treated the complainant
and the forensic results of audio
recordings between the accused
and the survivor. 

The accused MLA had argued
in his bail petition that he was
the victim of a political conspir-
acy aimed at ending his career.
He claimed that he had a con-
sensual relationship with the
woman and that she consumed
the abortion pills of her own
volition. 

Vishnu Varma

letters@hindustantimes.com

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM:  The
Kerala unit of the Congress on
Thursday expelled rape-accused
Palakkad MLA Rahul Mamkoo-
tathil on the same day a district
court in Thiruvananthapuram
rejected the latter’s plea for
anticipatory bail in the case. 

Mamkootathil (36), a first-
time MLA, faces serious charges
of raping a woman, forcing her
to get an abortion, and issuing
verbal threats among others. He
has also been accused by a sec-
ond woman of raping her on the
pretext of marriage and causing
grievous physical injuries. He is
currently absconding.

Kerala Pradesh Congress
committee chief Sunny Joseph
told reporters in Idukki, “Rahul
Mamkootathil stands expelled
from the Congress. We had
sought the approval of the AICC
on the issue, which we received.
This is a collective and unequiv-
ocal decision of the Congress
leadership. It is better that he
(Mamkootathil) now resign as
MLA.”

The decision to expel the MLA
came minutes after the Thiru-
vananthapuram district sessions

{ AFTER BAIL REJECTION }

Cong expels Palakkad 
MLA accused of rape

Rahul Mamkootathil

HT Correspondent

letters@hidustantimes.com

AHMEDABAD:  The Gujarat
Anti-Terrorism Squad (ATS)
has uncovered an espionage
network operated by Pakistan’s
intelligence agencies and
arrested two people, including
a retired Army jawan, in con-
nection with the operation,
officials aware of the details
said on Thursday.

Officials said that Ajaykumar
Surendrasingh Singh (47),
retired Army Subedar residing
in Nuvem, Madgaon in South
Goa, and Rashmani Ravindra-
pal (35), from Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, were arrested for their
alleged involvement in the espi-
onage network that sought sen-
sitive information through fake
identities, social media out-
reach and financial induce-
ments. 

They were booked under
Section 61 (criminal conspiracy
to commit offences punishable
with two years or more) and
Section 148 (offences against
the State) of the BNS Act. 

Evidence recovered from the
mobile phones of both accused
includes WhatsApp calls from
international numbers, docu-
ments and financial transac-
tions, officials said.

PAK ESPIONAGE: 
RETD JAWAN, ONE 
MORE HELD IN GUJ

Jammu & Kashmir.
Many INDIA bloc parties,

including the Congress, the
TMC, the Left, the DMK, the SP
and the RJD had boycotted the
panel as they didn’t want to be a
part of the panel that might
endorse the legislation.

Currently, AIMIM chief Asad-
uddin Owaisi, NCP (Sharad
Pawar) lawmaker Supriya Sule,
Akali Dal MP Harsimrat Kaur
Badal and YSRCP’s S Niranjan

Thomas Ngangom
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IMPHAL:  The Manipur govern-
ment on Thursday resettled 257
internally displaced persons
(IDPs) from a relief camp in
Bishnupur district, officials
aware of the details said, with
the development coming
against the backdrop of pro-
tests by various displaced
groups seeking rehabilitation.

Bishnupur deputy commis-
sioner Pooja Elangbam flagged
off the resettlement of 257 IDPs
from 64 households, who were
residing in the Leimaram high
school relief camp, at Lei-
maram Waroiching under the
revenue jurisdiction of Nambol
sub-division at Village No.
27-Sadu Koireng, officials said.

“Today marks a significant
and meaningful moment as
many IDPs are able to return to

their homes. This return signi-
fies a positive step towards
building a better and peaceful
society,” Elangbam said. The
deputy commissioner said the
government has disbursed
funds to the families heading
back to Waroiching to support
the redevelopment of their
abandoned houses. 

Earlier this month, the Mani-
pur government said state and
district level committees have
been constituted to rehabilitate
the IDPs. The committees,
chaired by the chief secretary
and deputy commissioners,
have been tasked with monitor-
ing and coordinating all reha-
bilitation and resettlement ini-
tiatives for IDPs, and address-
ing bottlenecks to ensure
timely and efficient delivery of
support, a statement said.

With inputs from PTI

Manipur govt resettles 
257 IDPs in Bishnupur

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW:  With the deadline to
register waqf properties across
the country on the centralised
digital portal UMEED ending on
Friday, Muslim organisations
are on edge as they flagged tech-
nical difficulties in registering
waqf properties and called for an
extension.

The Centre launched the Uni-
fied Waqf Management, Empow-
erment, Efficiency and Develop-
ment (UMEED) Act central por-
tal on June 6 to create a digital
inventory after geo-tagging all
waqf properties. According to
the UMEED portal mandate,
details of all registered waqf
properties across India are to be
mandatorily uploaded within six
months. With the deadline set to
end on December 5, technical
issues in the portal have caused

ble to upload details of lakhs of
Waqf properties within such a
short period,” AIMPLB spokes-
person SQR Ilyas said.

The development comes days
after the Supreme Court on
Monday to extend time for the
mandatory registration of all
waqf properties and asked the
parties concerned to approach
their respective Waqf tribunals.
UP minister of state (independ-
ent charge) for minority welfare,
Muslim Waqf and Haj, Danish
Azad Ansari, said on Wednesday
that those unable to complete
the uploading work could seek
an extension from tribunals on
valid grounds.

Meanwhile, in West Bengal,
CM Mamata Banerjee accused
“certain groups” of spreading
misinformation that land
records were being listed as reli-
gious sites as mosques or grave-
yards.

Muslim bodies flag snags on UMEED 
portal, seek time as deadline nears

AIMPLB SAID IT 
IS ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLE TO 
UPLOAD DETAILS 
OF LAKHS OF WAQF 
PROPERTIES 
WITHIN SUCH A 
SHORT PERIOD

NEW DELHI:  Anoushka Shankar
has said her sitar was damaged
on an Air India flight, telling the
airline in a social media post that
“even an Indian instrument isn’t
safe with them” and this is the
first time in 15 or 17 years that
this has happened.

The musician posted a video
on Instagram on Wednesday
showing a deep crack through
the lower rounded end of the
instrument. “You’re the country
this music belongs to and this is
the first time anything like this
has happened to my instrument
in 15 or 17 years. How have you
done this? I have special cases.
You guys charge a handling fee
and yet you’ve done this,” she
said in the video.

Though she did not mention
details of her flight and where
she landed, an Air India spokes-
person said on Thursday that the
airlines had initiated an investi-

gation, including a review of
CCTV footage at Delhi airport.

“We are concerned to learn of
a valued guest’s experience with
their musical instrument on a
recent flight with us...However,
we are currently unable to ascer-
tain the cause of the damage and
are engaging with the guest to
address the issue, while investi-
gating further to understand
where the damage may have
occurred as multiple stakehold-
ers are involved in the handling
of such items.” HTC

Sitar damaged on Air 
India flight: Shankar

Anoushka Shankar 

“The Law Commission is of
the view that the proposed
amendment to the Constitution
does not in any manner disturb
the basic structure of the Consti-
tution of India. The proposed
amendment is not falling within
the proviso to Article 368(2) of
the Constitution and does not
require state ratification,” a per-
son aware of the details said. 

The law panel argued that the
powers proposed to be given to
ECI for the purpose of simulta-
neous election in the proposed
bill are a natural extension of its
extant powers and there is no
question of any excessive delega-
tion to it, the person added. 

Functionaries aware of the

As per the Constitution, a cess is 
imposed for a specific purpose 
and its revenue is not shared with
states as it is not considered part 
of the divisible pool of taxes.

On Thursday, while the bill
related to the cess was moved in 
the Lower House, the other bill 
that sought to levy central excise 
on tobacco and tobacco products,
was considered by the Rajya 
Sabha. After the debate on the 
excise bill, it was returned to the 
Lok Sabha, thus completing the 
Parliamentary process to enact 
the legislation. The Lok Sabha 
had passed the excise bill on 

details said Opposition lawmak-
ers, including Congress MP
Manish Tewari, noted that under
the Constitution, states are
co-equal and not subservient to
the Union legislature. Tewari as
well as Trinamool Congress MP
Kalyan Banerjee emphasised
that the bill violated the basic
structure. They pointed to Arti-
cle 1, which defines India as a
“Union of States” to put across
the point that if the amendment
bill affects the states, it impacts
federalism, which comes under
the ambit of basic structure.
Tewari, functionaries said, main-
tained that if there was an inter-
play between state and the Cen-
tre, federalism kicks in. There-
fore, ratification of states was
important to pass the bill.

The Law Commission told the
JPC that it was of the view that
the provisions of the bill could be
enacted by Parliament without
there being any question on their
constitutional validity. “The Bill
can, accordingly, be enacted by
Parliament through the proce-
dure prescribed in Article 368 of
the Constitution without there
being any necessity of state rati-
fication,” the law panel said. 

Saubhadra Chatterji and 
Smriti Kak Ramachandran

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Opposition law-
makers on Thursday questioned
the Law Commission’s support
to the proposed power to the
Election Commission of India
(ECI) to defer polls — as envis-
aged in Article 82A(5) of the ‘One
Nation, One Election’ bill that
proposes simultaneous polls in
the country — and rejected the
law panel’s argument that the
said bill does not require ratifica-
tion by at least 50% of the state
assemblies.

In its submission to the joint
parliamentary committee (JPC)
examining the Constitution
(129th Amendment) Bill and the
Union Territories Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, the Law Commission
said the provisions in the pro-
posed legislation are correct and
suitable without any fear of
ambiguity and do not “disturb
the basic structure of the Consti-
tution.” During the briefing, law
panel also noted that the bill
does not require ratification by
at least 50% of the states to come
into force.

Oppn criticises law panel’s 
argument backing ONOE 

parlsnippets
RS FLAGS DELAYS 
DUE TO JUDICIAL 
VACANCIES 
NEW DELHI:  Judicial vacancies 
were discussed in the Rajya 
Sabha’s Question Hour on 
Thursday, with members 
warning that delays in filling 
posts were directly affecting 
access to justice.

“The principle of criminal 
jurisprudence is that whoever 
has been arrested under pre-
trial, bail is the rule, not jail… 
but when cases don’t move 
for days and weeks, bail 
matters don’t move forward, 
where will people get justice?” 
said Congress MP Shaktisinh 
Gohil, said while highlighting 
297 high court vacancies 
across the country, including 
16 in Gujarat. The discussion 
arose during a question 
addressed to law minister 
Arjun Ram Meghwal.

NEW COASTLINE 
HELPS IN BETTER 
PLANNING: MOES
NEW DELHI:  The updated 
coastline of India (11,098.81 
km) supports better planning 
for developmental activities 
such as ports, infrastructure, 
tourism zones, and disaster-
risk assessments, enabling 
governments to prepare more 
effectively for cyclones, 
erosion, flooding, the ministry 
of earth sciences (MoES) 
informed Rajya Sabha.

Improved baseline data 
from the revised coastline 
supports India’s maritime in 
improved management of 
territorial waters and 
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) 
boundaries, and enhances 
security, Jitendra Singh, MoES 
minister said. He was 
responding to questions by 
YSRCP MP Babu Golla Rao.

Jayashree Nandi

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  Road projects led to
the largest forest area diversion
in the last five years, the Union
environment ministry’s
response in Rajya Sabha on
Thursday revealed.

Road projects led to diversion
of 22233.44 ha of forests since
2020; followed by 18913.64 ha for
mining; and 17434.38 ha for
hydel and irrigation projects.
Around 13859.31 ha was also
diverted for power transmission
lines. 

Minister of state for environ-
ment, Kirti Vardhan Singh
shared this information in Rajya
Sabha in response to AITC MP,
Dola Sen’s questions regarding
environment and forest clearan-
ces granted and rejected by the
Central government since 2020.

According to Singh, the Centre
granted 1,766 environmental 
clearances in the past five years, 
with the highest, 582, for infra-
structure projects. In 2024-25, for-
est clearances were granted to one
airport; 298 for communication 
posts; 409 for drinking water; 41 
for mining; 500 for roads; and 21 
for industry, among others.

ROAD PROJECTS 
LED TO LARGEST 
FOREST DIVERSION 
SINCE ’20: CENTRE

a single camera point is no longer
useful because drivers slow down
when they see a sign. Sectional 
speed monitoring between toll 
plazas—which we now have every
40–50 km—should become stan-
dard. If a vehicle covers that 
stretch suspiciously fast, there 
should be immediate penal 
action.”

The road crash death toll for
2024 was shared  by union road 
transport minister Nitin Gadkari 
while replying to a question by 
DMK MP A Raja . As part of his 
reply, Gadkari said the Stockholm
Declaration on Road Safety, 
adopted at the third Global Minis-
terial Conference on Road Safety 
in February 2020, had set a new 
global target to reduce road traffic
deaths and injuries by 50% by 
2030 ; India is a signatory. 

He also said India’s fatality rate
per lakh population is 11.89 com-
pared with China’s 4.3 and 12.76 in
the US, according to World Road 
Statistics, 2024.

construction, but the safety stan-
dards meant to accompany this 
growth are not being imple-
mented fully on the ground,” he 
added. 

He said speeding and faulty
road engineering primarily con-
tribute to India’s crash burden, 
making enforcement the most 
decisive intervention . He said on 
many occasions highways cutting
through a settlement fail to pro-
vide basic pedestrian facilities that
become a direct trigger for 
crashes. 

 “Enforcement must be ruthless
and systemic. Catching speeding at

Soumya Chatterjee
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NEW DELHI:  Road crash fatalities
rose to 177,177 in 2024, the Union 
government told Parliament on 
Thursday, a number that makes it
the worst year in terms of road 
accidents. Fatalities increased 2.5%
from 172,890 in 2023; roughly 485
people died every day across India
in road accidents in 2024. 

S Velmurugan, chief scientist
and head of the traffic engineering
and safety division at the Central 
Road Research Institute (CRRI), 
said India’s road crash deaths data
corresponds to a trend seen in the
global north in previous decades. 

“The latest rise in road fatalities
is not surprising because India has
still not reached the saturation 
point that many developed coun-
tries hit in the late 1990s, where 
numbers plateaued and then 
steadily dipped. In contrast, India 
continues to see a boom in vehicle
ownership and rapid highway 

‘177K died in road crashes in 2024’
INDIA’S FATALITY 
RATE PER LAKH 
POPULATION IS 
11.89 COMPARED 
WITH CHINA’S 4.3 
AND 12.76 OF THE 
U.S., SAID GADKARI

Bengal.
Reacting to the issues raised by

Trinamool Congress MP Sagarika
Ghose pertaining to the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employ-
ment Guarantee Scheme in West
Bengal, the finance minister said:
“As per the MGNREGA Act, 2005,
it is the responsibility of the state
government to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability in the 
implementation of the scheme.”

Based on central teams’ inspec-
tion reports highlighting imple-
mentation issues, the ministry of
rural development sent several 
communications to the state for 
their rectification. However, no 
noticeable improvements were 
observed in the state, she said.  

“Consequently, funds to West
Bengal were stopped since March
2022, under section 27 of the Act 
due to non-compliance with Cen-
tral Government directives,” she 
added.

Refuting the charge that West
Bengal has been ignored by the 
centre, she said, “In fact, it is the 
TMC government that is hurting 
the growth of the people of West 
Bengal.”

Wednesday after an intense 
debate.  Replying to a discussion 
on the bill on tobacco and tobacco
products in the Rajya Sabha, 
Sitharaman said,“This is an excise
duty, not a cess. This excise duty 
will join the taxable pool and will
be devolved to the states as per 
the recommendations of the 
Finance Commission.”

She allayed apprehensions of
members that the levy on the 
demerit item would impact 
tobacco farmers. “There are sev-
eral schemes which will take care
of the welfare of the tobacco 
farmers. The Crop Diversification
Programme (CDP) under Rash-
triya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY)
is on and it runs in 10 major 
tobacco-growing states since 
2015-16 under which farmers are
encouraged to shift to alternative
crops/cropping system,” she said.

Over 1.12 lakh acres of land has
been shifted from growing 
tobacco to other crops between 
2017-18 and 2021-22, she said. The
10 states are Andhra Pradesh, 
Bihar, Gujarat, Karnataka, Maha-
rashtra, Odisha, Tamil Nadu, Tel-
angana, Uttar Pradesh and West 

Rajeev Jayaswal
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NEW DELHI:  In a unique move of
cooperative federalism, Union 
finance minister Nirmala Sithara-
man on Thursday told the Lok 
Sabha that the revenue from the 
proposed capacity-based cess on
pan masala will be shared with 
states to be used in “health-re-
lated” activities.

While introducing the bill in
the House, the minister explained
the reason for bringing two sepa-
rate legislations for demerit goods
— the Central Excise (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2025 on tobacco and 
its products, and the Health Secu-
rity se National Security Cess Bill,
2025 on pan masala. She said a 
new cess has been proposed as 
excise could not be levied on pan
masala on the basis of capacity.

Speaking about the cess, she
said in Hindi: “Aur States ke sath 
bhi, scheme ke dwara, hum share 
bhi kar rahe hain. Ye hai is kanoon
ka ek unique point. (And, we are 
also sharing it with states through
[a] scheme. This is one of the 
unique points of this legislation).”

Pan masala cess revenue to 

be shared with states: FM

HT Correspondent
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NEW DELHI:  The joint parlia-
mentary committee (JPC) on
130th Constitution amendment
held its first meeting on Thurs-
day and decided to meet the par-
ties that boycotted the panel and
visit states, even as the Opposi-
tion questioned the motive of the
bill in the first sitting.

The Constitution (One Hun-
dred and Thirtieth Amendment)
Bill, 2025, which was introduced
in the Lok Sabha on August 20
this year, aims to remove the
Prime Minister, chief ministers
or ministers facing corruption or
serious offence charges if they
remain in detention for 30 con-
secutive days. The two other bills
have been brought to apply simi-
lar provisions to Union territo-
ries of Delhi, Puducherry, and

Reddy are the Opposition lead-
ers in the panel.

According to functionaries,
Owaisi is learnt to have told the
committee that there were sev-
eral laws that allow detention of
persons for extended periods of
time and would make elected
representatives accountable to
investigative agencies, instead of
the voters who elect them.

“Everybody agreed that there
should be decriminalisation of
politics. It was also decided that
we should also go to states and
invite all segments of the soci-
ety,” JPC chairperson and BJP
lawmaker Aparajita Sarangi told
reporters.

The next meeting of the com-
mittee is scheduled to be held on
December 17 when representa-
tives of the ministries of home
and law and justice will brief
them about the bills.

JPC holds first meeting to discuss 
130th Constitution amendment

OWAISI IS LEARNT 
TO HAVE TOLD THE 
COMMITTEE THAT 
THERE WERE MANY 
LAWS THAT ALLOW 
DETENTION FOR 
EXTENDED 
PERIODS OF TIME

IN ITS SUBMISSION 
TO JPC, THE LAW 
COMMISSION SAID 
THE PROVISIONS IN 
THE PROPOSED 
LEGISLATION  DON’T 
‘DISTURB THE BASIC 
STRUCTURE OF THE 
CONSTITUTION’
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