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LUNCH WITH BS: RAVINDRA SANNAREDDY, CO-FOUNDER & MD, SRI CITY

Onecman, one

With faith, foresight, and a corridor conversation,
banndr(.ddy has transformed a scrubland into an
industrial nerve centre, writes Shine Jacob

2018, and the Sri City facility has since made a
mark in cryogenic equipment. In 2024, it
shipped three 125.000-gallon tanksto a US
space research firm — a leap from that corridor
conversauon Today, it is a leader in cryogenic
and air-cooled heat

particularly in the liquefied natural gas (LNG)
and petrochemical sectors.

Family, naturally, enters the picture too.
Sannareddy’s wife, Mamatha, and three
daughters have been his anchors. “Two are in
the US. My youngest heads the CSR wing here,”
he says, visibly proud.

Sri City has now grown to employ over
65.000 people. His dream is to take it past
100,000 by its 25th year. Education and health-
care have grown in parallel — there are now
universities, hospitals, schools. “There was
nothing here before. Not even a junior college,”
herecalls.

But why don’t more IT firms come here? “IT
needs an urban ecosystem — malls, apart-
ments, schools, restaurants. That’s why they
cluster in cities like Bengaluru or Hyderabad,”
he explains. Yet, that could change. Plans are

If his lunch preferences are rooted in
his coastal heritage, so too is his life story.

Born in Aravapalem village in the
erstwhile Nellore district, Sannareddy com-
pleted his schooling from the town of Sullur-
upeta and dreamed — like many small-town
boys — of becoming a Public Works Depart-
ment (PWD) engineer. He studied ClVll

at the Regional Engi
College in Trichy before moving to the US for
higherstudies.

“Iwas the first from my village to go to the
US,” he says, still sounding surprised. Two
master’s degrees followed — one from
Utah State University and another from
Johns Hopkins.

His academic journey was meant to
lead to a PhD, but family responsibilities
intervened, and he had to start working. It
wasaround thistime, in 1994, that he
founded Megasoft Consultants Inc,
which focused on payroll and IT staff-

It almost feels like Chennai has quietly
extended its industrial embrace across the
Andhra Pradesh border to Sri City. The 55-km
drive to this manufacturing hub, in the Tirupati
district, is lined with warehouses and factory
sheds, their insignia ranging from global
conglomerates to rising Indian giants — all

i ing their imity to

polished and arranged.

Aslunchis prepared, 62, offers
aquick orientation to the transformation that
began here 17 years ago.

The name “Sri City” wasn’t picked offa
branding deck. “Sri” is a sacred prefix in this
part of the country, and the region is flanked by
four temple towns: Tirupati to the west, Srihari-
kota to the east, Srikalahasti to the north, and
Sriperumbudur to the south. “We’re at the
centre of these. That spiritual geography mat-
tered,” says Sannareddy, adding that “Sri” also
stands for Satyavedu Reserve Infracity — the
official name of the SEZ.

“Two are modern temples: Sriharikota, for

Chennai Port.
The four-lane highway buzzes with con-
tainer traffic, its rhythm set by South India’s
manufacturing metronome. At the end of it all,
nestled among dry scrubland and slow-growing
trees, is Sri City — a dream built on stubborn
optimism, spiritual roots, and strategic fore-

sight, one that transformed an
obscure village into a thriving
industrial town.

“F; 10 trains to tooth- GROWN TO EMPLOY
astergs]o‘cnoial;z l;a;ﬁscgngi(;ioners OVER 65,000 PEOPLE.
paste, HIS DREAM IS TO TAKE

— even pillows — everything is

made here,” says an employee at IT PAST100,000 BY Ramanuja, one of the most promi-
the gate with a matter-of-fact grin. ITS 25TH YEAR. nent Hindu Vaishnava saints.

That isn’t marketing bravado. ) EDUCATION AND The conversation takes a
With over 230 companies opera(;ng HEALTHCARE HAVE philosophical turn as he explains
from Sri City, the zone has GROWN IN PARALLEL his attachment to Sanatana
attracted investments upwardsof | THEREARENOW - pharma and the Vedas. “People
$5 billion and has facilitated HOSPITALS. SéHOOLS often talk about the Rig, Yajur,

)

exports exceeding $4 billion.
Among the firms that have a pres-
ence here are Alstom, which makes rolling

stock for Metro trains, consumer durables com-
panies like Blue Star, Panasonic, Daikin, and
Havells, fast-moving consumer goods players
such as Mondelez India Foods, Tata Foods, Col-
gate-Palmolive, and Kellogg’s, besides Sun-

dram Fasteners, Thermax, JSW, and so on.
Atthe guest house canteen inside this

10,000-acre multiproduct special economic
zone (SEZ), Ravindra Sannareddy, co-founder
and managing director of Sri City, is already
‘waiting. The man behind this manufacturing

hub has a warm handshake and an even

‘warmer welcome as he leads me into a dining

area where stainless steel thalis are being

SRI CITY HAS NOW

our space technology, and Sripe-
rumbudur, a global investment
hub,” he adds. Though known for
the likes of Nokia and automobile
companies, Sriperumbudur is
also the birthplace of Sri

ably at the same table.

the bisi bele bath,” he says.

and Sama Vedas, but the Atharva
Veda — about everyday life, heal-
ing, and engineering — often gets overlooked,”
he says. It’s not often that an industrialist
quotes scriptures over starters, but with San-
nareddy, faith and infrastructure sit comfort-

Lunch is announced. A modest-looking
buffet is revealed to be a feast: Vegetarian
biryani, steamed rice, bisi bele bath, roti, bhindi
fry, egg fry, chicken curry, rasam, dal fry, curd
rice, and of course, prawn masala — in addition
to starters. Sannareddy speaks of how he rel-
ishes prawns and Nethili fry (small fish). His
state, Andhra Pradesh, is after all the number
one exporter of prawns. “You should also try

ing solutions.

dot-com boom.

served on my plate.

By 1998, with offshoring
becoming the next big thing, he
launched Megasoft India, and
returned to the country in 2000
— right in the middle of the

“Then came September 11,” he says,
pausing just as a ladle of bisi bele bath is

The aftermath of 9/11 had a ripple effect on
Indian IT companies. Clients became conser-
vative, projects were frozen, and a wave of
introspection followed. For Sannareddy, it was
amoment to pivot. India’s SEZ Act was being
shaped at the time, and he saw an opportunity
not just to start abusiness — but to build a city.

“Ithought, why not create a global industrial
zone near my hometown?” he says. In 2008-09,

along with entrepreneur Srini Raju and institu-

tional funds, Sri City took shape. Its early days
‘were anything but smooth. The region was still
seen as underdeveloped. And the global finan-
cial crisis, triggered by the collapse of Lehman
Brothers — “just as we were ready to expand” —
made investors nervous.

Sannareddy recounts how the first investor,
VRV Group, came on board almost by accident.
‘While waiting at the Andhra Pradesh Industrial
Development Corporation office to meet a

come,” herecalls. It worked.

bureaucrat, he bumped into some officials of
VRV Group, who were planningtoset up a
manufacturing unit in Visakhapatnam. He
made his pitch right there — in the corridor.
Then in Chennai. Then again at Sri City. “T
didn’t even quote a price. I just wanted them to

VRV was acquired by Chart Industries in

underway to build malls, hotels, and a retire-
ment community. “Iwas born here. Iwant to
live here and die here,” he says, matter-of-factly.
International investment has been key to Sri
City’s success. Japan, in particular,
has shown keen interest, with 33
companies operating at Sri City.
Kobelco was the first Japanese firm
to come here, and Sannareddy
expects this number to increase to
Il 50 over the next few years. “We have
some shared affinities —Bud-
dhism, rice, and Rajinikanth,” he
laughs as bowls of rice and rasam
are passed around.
On Sri City being seen as a rival
to Tamil Nadu’s industrial hubs, he
is quick to clarify. “We’re not compet-
ing with Sriperumbudur. We comple-
ment each other. India needs multiple
manufacturing zones.”

Aslunch winds down, Iaskif he’s con-
sidered telling this story in a book. “Someone
suggested that recently,” he says. What would
the title be?

He doesn’t pause. “Made in Sri City for the

‘orld.”

VHHIS AYNIS :NOLLY¥LSNT1I

It’s not just a line. It’s the arc of alocal boy
‘who dared to build something global in the
land he came from — and stayed to grow.

OPINION

Population census at last

Issues to be resolved

4 -~
AMITABH KUNDU & P C MOHANAN

The government has announced that
the next population census along with
caste counting will be done in 2027. The
census was due in 2021 but was
postponed due to the Covid pandemic.
The preparations for the first phase of
the Census 2021 were complete, and
house listing work was scheduled
during April-September 2020 and
population count in February 2021. The
passage of almost six years would

announced conducting the SECC in
2011. There was a good deal of concern
and even resentment among political
parties, academics, and media, describ-
ing it as “the curse of caste”, “competi-
tive casteism”, “surrendering to
populism”, etc. A segment among the
researchers has supported the caste
count, but argued that the data should
be collected through a large-scale
survey, outside the census operation.
Given the conflicting perspectives, it
would be important to probe into the
operational issues of conducting
the census.

There was no plan to include the
caste question in the 2021 census. But
the government had announced that
the National Population Register (NPR)
would be updated from census data,
paving the way for the preparation of a
National Register of Citizens (NRC). The
home minister had noted that in the

mean thatb ould have to

the NPR would be the base

begin afresh.

There was a polarisation of views on
getting the caste data included in the
census, with the government taking a
negative posture while a united Opposi-
tion demanded it. A few states with non-
BJP governments went ahead and
collected caste data covering almost
their total population. These, however,
have been called surveys, as constitu-
tionally, only the central government
can conductacensus. Their results have
been subjects of controversy, putting in
doubt their use in programmatic inter-
ventions. Also, the confidentiality
clause of the Census Act, 1948, would
imply that no validation of poverty
status can be done through community
participation, as was done in the Socio
Economic Caste Census (SECC), which
was conducted outside the Act in 2012.

The decision by the central govern-
ment to conduct a caste census
piggybacking on the population census
has generally been welcomed. Not col-
lecting caste data in the post-Indepen-
dence period is not accidental, but
results from a policy of wilful and
avowedly well-intentioned side-track-
ing of the caste issue. This has resulted
in a majority of castes lower down in
hierarchy being bypassed for six
decades of “caste-blind development”
and that “the practical difficulties of
caste enumeration were exaggerated”, it
is argued.

The situation was very different
when the UPA government had

documentto prepare the
NRC, an exercise earlier
carried out in Assam
with no useful outcome.

OPERATIONALISING
THE INCLUSION OF
CASTE QUESTION IN THE

mentioning occupation or activity),
using their own language and spelling,
resulting in the total number running
into millions. It would therefore be
important to prepare the lists of castes
for OBC and general population.

The approach followed for
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IMATION REGARDING COMPLETION OF DISPATCH OF NOTICE OF 61*
ANNUAL GENERAL WEETING, RECORD DATE AND E-VOTING
NOTICH M) ofthe Company will
be held on Saturday, June 2, znzs 100 2 (57} g Vdeoconferrcing
(veyo
S enci The Company has ent s o ot oo A along with the Integrated
Annual Reportfor Financial Year (FY) 2024-25 on June 5, 2025 by electronic mode lo
those Menbers whose e-mall are registered with the Company or National Securies
Deposicory Limited (NSDL) /Central Depository Services (India) Limited 1CDSL|
collectvely the Ministry of C
General Circular No.09/2024 dated September 19, 2024 read vith the earlier Pl
issued in this regard and SEBI Circular No. SEBI/HO/CFD/CFD- PoD-2/P/CIR/2024/133
dated October 3, 2024,
Further, in accordance vith Regulation 36(1)(o) of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015 ('SEBI Listing Reguiations”), a etter

caste status for SC and ST population
has been state specific. For example,

providing and QR code for
ilIDs

In compliance with Section 108 of lhe N:( read with Rule 20 of the Companies

while Delhi has asubstantial
Caste (SC) population, n does not have

any officially

Tribe (ST) population
census. The 2011-12 National Sample
Survey, however, identified roughly half
amillion people in Delhi based on their
self-reporting. These individuals are
most likely migrants from other parts of
India where their ST status is recogni-
sed. This approach can be accepted in
preparing the lists for OBC. A person
who identifies as OBC should select her
caste from the central list or that of the
state where she is being

eguiation
44 of the SEBI Listing Regulations and me Secretanal Standard on General Meefings.
to the o
i peq the
Companyason June 21, 2025 ('the cut-offate”).
‘The Company g facilty ( )
castiheir the AGH.
e
M. D g during the AGM

\s prDvlded m the Nohcs of the AGM Ths remote -\ vmlng period commenced on
June 27, 2025at5:00
pm usr) i evoling notas s b doaied by NSDL thereatter. Tre

10theAGM
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(A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING)
HO: CENTRALIZED PROCUREMENT & PARTNERSHIP DIVISION
FOURTH FLOOR, 5, SANSAD MARG, NEW DELHI-110001

RFP for Onboarding of Consultant for External v. ion of the
Internal Capital Adequacy Assessment Process (ICAAP) of the Bank
Open tenders are invited from eligible bidders through GeM portal for Consultant

for External validation of the Internal Capital Adequacy Assessment Process
(ICAAP) of the Bank.

Forfurther detais, refertothe tender (GeMbidno:
which can also b  from Bank's -
Last date of submission ofthe e-tender s 27.06.2025 upto 11:00 AM
(CHIEF MANAGER)
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NOTICE

(For the attention of Members of Wipro Limited)

In nrder to enable sending of notices and other statutory
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y 0 their

A state-level list of
castes must mention all
the existing ones in that

to the Members in electronic form related to
Gensral Meetings durlng the calendar yeav 2025 and in

PAN-KYC 1,1SR2
loss not match with RTA/company record) to RTA . las Sarvioss Limited, T-34, 20
Floor, Of , Phase-I|, N hhi

state and be

This had raised concerns  popyLATION CENSUS The list should be inclus-
on the quality of census AT NATIONAL LEVEL, ive, so that no one gets
data, asit was feared that  Ag ANNOUNCED NOW, excluded because of a
usingthe censusdatafor \yoyLp BEAMAJOR minor spelling or lin-
acitizens registerwould  CHALLENGE. AS THE guistic variation, to the
impact the responses. ExpERIENCE OF SECC extent possible. Under-
The previous NPR was  AND STATE-LEVEL standably, it would be a
based onthe2011census  gyRVEYS WOULD BE challsnge to prepare the
and supposed to have central list and those spe-

been updated in 2015,
though none of these is
in public domain. The home minister
on 23rd July 2014 had stated in the Rajya
Sabha, that an electronic database of
1.18 billion people was prepared in the
NPR from the 2011 census. The 2011
census had enumerated 1.21 billion
people. Together with the likely under-
count of another 30 million in the
census, this would suggest that close to
60 million people were missed in
this NPR exercise last time. This prob-
lem of missing population remains
unresolved.

Operationalising the inclusion of
caste question in the population census
at national level, as announced now,
would be a major challenge, as the
experience of SECC and state-level sur-
veys would be of limited validity. The
caste data of SECC had to be dumped as
the list of castes was not predetermined
and people mentioned their caste based
on their own understanding (often

OF LIMITED VALIDITY

cific to states. With sub-
stantial inter-state
migrants, the de-facto approach fol-
lowed for the census will be under stress
for counting caste-wise population.

Having said this, it is also an occa-
sion to pay close attention to the data
content in the census schedules. In the
past, the census office has valiantly
attempted to gather information that is
clearly outside its competence such as
gathering data on economic activity
and industry occupation details of
citizens or details of their physical dis-
abilities. With substantial progress in
housing amenities like drinking water
provisions and electrification, one can
question the need of the census to
expend their resources on collecting
these details.

Amitabh Kundu is a senior advisor in
Development Alternatives, and PC
Mohanan was acting chairperson at
the National Statistical Commission

Individual Shareholders holding securities in demalenahzed mode and who acquire
‘shares of the Company and become a Member of the Company after sending the Notice
fthe cut-off date may mentioned in Notice of the

AGM.

The Board of Directors have appointed M/s Nirbhay Kumar & Associates (Peer Review
Certificate No.2441/2022), Practicing Company Secretaries as the Scrutinizer to

‘The Board of Directors, at its meefing held on May 24, 2025, has recommended a final
dividend @ 10% .., X 1/- per equity share of T10/- each for the financial year ended
March 31, 2025, Dividend, f approved at the meeing, will be paid within a period of 30
days from the date of declaralion, to those members whose names appear in the dala
provided by NSDLICDSL as on the close of business hours on Saturday, June 21, 2025
(Record Date) and after giving effect to those cases which have received by RTA for
ransmission/transposition upto June 21, 2025 subject to deduciion of tax at source,
wherever applicable. As Per SEBI circular dated 16103/2023 dividend wil be paid only in
electronic mode shareholder holding shares in physical mode. Hence shareholder are
ister their PAN-KY( nstruct

with of the C Act,
2013 and rules made thereunder and SEBI (Listing
Obligations and Disclosure Requirements) Regulations, 2015,
as amended from time to time read with all applicable circulars
issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs (“MCA”), and the
Securities and Exchange Board of India (“SEBI”), we request
the Members of Wipro Limited (“Company™), who have not yet
registered their email address to register the same as under:

1. In respect of shares held in physical form, Members may
update/register their email id by writing to the Company’s
Registrar and Share Transfer Agent (“RTA”) KFin
Technologies Limited, Selenium Building, Tower-B, Plot No
31 & 32, Financial District, Nanakramguda,

i India

- 500 032, along with the duly filled in Form ISR-1 and

other relevant documents. The format of Form ISR-1 is

available on the website of the Company at
https://www.wipro. com/lnvestors/ and

In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questons (FAQS) for
Shareholders and e-voting user manual for Shareholders available at the downioad
‘section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on.: 022 - 4886 7000 or send a request to (Pallavi
Mzhare) atevoting@nsdl.com.

https://ris.kfintech! i aspx

4

In respect of equity shares held in electronic form,
Members may updale/reglster their email id with the

of the Company at ww.mawanasugars.com and on the website of the Stock Exchange
i, BSE Limted at wwwbseindia.com and Natonal Stock Exchange of ndia Limited at

 on the website s Depository Limited (NSDL)
atwwwievoling.nsdl.com

For Mawana Sugars Limited

Sd-

(Ashok Kumar Shukla)

Place: Gurugram Company Secretary
Dated: June 6, 2025 ACS: 29673

y through their Depository
Participant(s) wnh whom they maintain their demat
accounts.

©

. For the limited purpose of receiving shareholders notices
and Annual Report, Members may write to
corp-secretarial @wipro.col

For WIPRO LIMITED

M Sanaulla Khan
Company Secretary

Place: Bengaluru
Date: June 6, 2025
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