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PDP expels Yatoo over ‘anti-party’ activities
SRINAGAR: The Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) said on Saturday it has expelled youth leader Nazir Ahmad Yatoo for indulging in
“anti-party” activities and repeated acts of “indiscipline”. “Taking a strong note of his anti-party activities & repeated acts of
indiscipline, party’s disciplinary committee today expelled Nazir Ahmad Yattoo from the basic membership of the Party,” the PDP said in
a tweet. The PDP had last week issued a notice to Yatoo, general secretary of the party’s youth wing, over his reported comments in a
TV show, saying his statement was not only against the basic values of the party, but was also derogatory in nature. 

LAW KUMAR MISHRA
Patna

To attract Dalit and tribals
votes in the coming assembly
elections, Bihar government
has decided to provide gov-
ernment jobs to the families
of  the dalits and tribals fol-
lowing their murder.”One
member from the family
where a dalit or tribal is mur-
dered will get job”, chief  min-
ister Nitish Kumar an-
nounced at the review cum
monitoring committee of  the
SC/ST(prevention of  atroci-
ties) Act.

Meeting was attended by
the dalit and mahadalit MPs
and MLAs of  Bihar. Former
chief  minister, Jeetan Ram
Manjhi welcomed the an-
nouncement of  the chief  min-
ister and hoped this decision
would give relief  to the vic-
tims of  atrocities on dalits
and tribals.

However, leader of  opposi-
tion in Bihar assembly, Te-
jaswhi Prasad Yadav regret-
ted the decision of  the chief
minister and alleged Nitish
kumar was playing caste
card. He said if  the RJD was

elected to power in November
elections, the same favour
would be given to the families
of  the backward, extremely
backward and upper castes
victims too. Rs four lakhs ex
gratia is paid to the families
of  dalits and tribals families
following murder

Nitish asked the chief sec-
retary to frame rules by
amending the service condi-
tions to enable implementa-
tion of  the new scheme soon.
He also asked the claw secre-
tary to ensure, all pending
cases of  SC and ST atrocities
were investigated by Septem-
ber 20. Nitish also directed
the officials to create special
courts and appoint
special public prosecutors to
defend the dalits and tribals.
He asked the chief  secretary
to ensure all dalits and tribals
were given houses and ration
cards without delay.

Government decision came
on the day, LJP president Chi-
rag Paswan issued full page
advertisements in newspaper
with slogans-“They are fight-
ing to rule over us, we are
fighting to defend the pride of
Bihar”. 

Bihar to provide job to kin of
SC/ST family in case of murder
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Army provides food, medical aid to 3
stranded Chinese citizens in Sikkim
NEW DELHI: At a time it is
engaged in a fierce standoff
with China’s PLA in eastern
Ladakh, the Indian Army on
Wednesday provided food,
warm clothes and medical
aid to 3 Chinese citizens who
had lost their way in sub-zero
temperatures at an altitude of
17,500 feet in a border area in
North Sikkim, officials said.

The Army personnel de-
ployed in the area also guid-
ed the Chinese citizens, in-
cluding a woman, to return
to the Chinese side and reach
their destination. The hu-
manitarian gesture by the
Army came when it is deal-
ing with an aggressive be-
haviour by the Chinese
troops in eastern Ladakh.

The Army, in a statement,

said the 3 Chinese citizens
lost their way in the Plateau
area of  North Sikkim. “Real-
ising danger to the lives of
the Chinese citizens in sub-
zero temperatures, the sol-
diers of  Indian Army imme-
diately reached out and pro-
vided medical assistance in-
cluding oxygen, food and
warm clothes to protect them
from the vagaries of  extreme
altitude and harsh climatic
conditions,” the Army said.

It said the Indian troops
also gave them appropriate
guidance to reach their desti-
nation after which they re-
turned.  “The Chinese citi-
zens expressed their grati-
tude to India and the Indian
Army for their prompt assis-
tance,” the Army said.

NEW DELHI: The Congress on
Saturday said the Modi Govt
repeatedly talks to China, but
what’s the outcome of these
talks and asks “when will the
PM show ‘lal aankh’ (red eye)
to China? In a brief video
tweet, party chief spokesman
Randeep Singh Surjewala lists
the talks held at 6 levels, with
no result as China continues to
occupy the Indian territory in
Ladakh.
He lists the talks:

� EAM (External Affairs
Minister) level — 1 time;
� NSA (National Security
Adviser) level — 2 times;
� Our Ambassador to China —
2 times;
� WMCC (Working Mechanism
for Consultation & Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs)
level — 4 times;
� Core Commander level — 
5 times; and
� Defence minister level talks
on September 4 in Moscow.

Surjewala tweeted on a report
on PM’s pet Bullet Train project
faces 5-year delay:

“`1,10,000 crore for 508 km.
A whopping `217 crore/km.
Now facing 90% escalation &
delay! This is Modi ji’s “Bullet
Train” A monument of wasteful
expenditure of one man in
times of -24% GDP, Sinking
Economy & Job Losses. Should
this be the nation’s priority?”

On the Finance Ministry
putting ban on recruitments on

vacant govt posts and no
creation of new posts in view
of the financial crisis stemming
from Covid-19 spread, former
Congress President Rahul
Gandhi speaks up with his own
analysis: “Modi Govt’s thinking
is ‘Minimum Govt, maximum
privatisation’. Covid is only an
excuse to free govt offices of
permanent staff, stealing future
of our youths and advancing
own friends.”

—Our Bureau

Global Times: India
has no chance 
of winning war

NEW DELHI: Terming Friday’s
meeting between the defence
ministers as a positive step, the
Chinese media said on Satur -
day in case of a border war,
India will have no chance of
winning. In an editorial on Sat -
ur day, ‘Global Times’, closely
align ed with the ruling Chinese
Communist Party, said, “We
mu st remind the Indian side
China’s national strength, incl -
uding its military streng th, is
much stronger than India’s.
Alt h o ugh China and India are
both great powers, when it
comes to the ultimate competi -
tion of combat capability, the
Indian side will lose. If a bor der
war starts, India will have no
chance of winning. We hope
the defence ministers’ meet
will be a turning point for the
two countries to come back to
the consensus of the leaders'
meeting. Each side will make
its due effort to reduce
tensions on the border.”

It has supported the meet
of the Defence Ministers in
Moscow on Friday. However,
it seemed to point to the fact
Indian policies on the border
are being dictated by nation -
a lism and public opinion.

RAJNATH TO HALT IN TEHRAN, MEET IRANIAN COUNTERPART

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh will make a stopover in Tehran
and meet his Iranian counterpart. Just before leaving Moscow,

he said: “Leaving Moscow for Tehran. I shall be meeting the
Defence Minister of Iran, Brigadier General Amir Hatami.”

So many talks with China sans result: Cong

SHANKAR RAJ
Bengaluru

A day after her arrest, the
Central Crime Branch of
the Bengaluru police on
Saturday named Sandal-
wood actor Ragini Dwevedi
as the second accused in a
First Information Report
(FIR) that included the
names of  11 others.

After initial investigation,
the police named Shiv-
aprakash alias Chippi as the
prime accused. Ragini
Dwivedi and high-profile
party planner Viren Khanna
are the second and third ac-
cused persons in the case.
Others named in the FIR in-
clude Prashant Ranka, Vaib-
hav Jain, Aditya Alva, Loum
Pepper Ssamba, Prashant
Raju, Ashwin alias Boogie,
Abhiswamy, Rahul Tonse,
Vinay and others.

However, Ragini Dwivedi’s
friend Ravi Shankar and an-
other arrested person Rahul
Shetty have not been named.

On Saturday, the CCB ar-
rested Loum Pepper Samba,
who was allegedly distribut-
ing drugs to the celebrities
and their associates.

Ragini Dwivedi and the
other accused were booked
under section 120b (criminal

conspiracy) of  the Indian
Penal Code, and sections 21
(possession, purchase or
uses any manufactured
drug or any preparation
containing any manufac-
tured drug shall be punish-
able), 21(c) (rigorous impris-
onment not less than 10
years), 27a (punishment for
financing illicit traffic and
harbouring offenders), 27b

(consumption of  any narcot-
ic drug or psychotropic sub-
stance) and 29 (whoever
abets, or is a party to a crim-
inal conspiracy to commit
an offence is punishable) of
the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act, 1985. 

“This is a big network of
drug peddling and consump-
tion. There are people like

RAGINI, 11 OTHERS BOOKED
The actor has been

booked under various
sections of the NDPS
Act; 2 others held for

organising parties
and dealing in drugs.

BENGALURU DRUG RACKET

Viren Khanna who organise
high-end parties where
drugs are consumed.
Celebrities and others like
actress Ragini go there and
consume drugs. There are
suppliers like Ravi Shankar
and Rahul who supply drugs
bought from other peddlers,
mostly foreigners,” the po-
lice said.

The police also said “im-
portant material and docu-
ments which are relevant to
the ongoing investigation”
were seized during the raid
on Ragini’s flat.

Meanwhile, the name of
another actor surfaced in
the ongoing probe and the
police are investigating.
However, the actor has
threatened to reveal the
names of  top police officials
and VIPs who attend high
profile parties.

Kannada actress
alleges moral policing
by Cong neta in B’luru
SHANKAR RAJ / Bengaluru

Actor Samyuktha Hegde
and two friends on Satur-
day alleged they were vic-
tims of  moral policing at a
public park in Bengaluru
where they had gone to ex-
ercise. Samyuktha alleged
she was heckled by a group
of  people led by AICC
member Kavitha Reddy for
wearing a sports bra in a
public place.

Samyuktha soon took to
Instagram and said: “This
is so wrong. I had my
pullover on. We came here
and I removed it and did
my warmup. We were just
exercising with hoops and
this woman (referring to
Kavitha Reddy) came up to
us and started saying we
were being indecent for
wearing a sports bra in a
public place. We were just
exercising by ourselves.
Now, the people here are
saying we consume drugs.
Just because the drug case
is being talked about, they
are accusing us of con-
suming drugs.”

Breaking down, Samyuk-

tha alleged Kavitha Reddy
likened them to cabaret
dancers and questioned
the clothes they were wear-
ing. The actor also said she
was threatened by
Kavitha. “A******s, if  you
wear such clothes the next
time and something hap-
pens to you, don’t come
crying to anyone. This is
what she told us,” Samyuk-
tha alleged in her Insta-
gram live.

Samyuktha Hegde
alleged she was

heckled by a group of
people led by AICC

member Kavitha Reddy
for wearing a sports bra

in a public place.

TEACHERS’ DAY:
PREZ HONOURS

47 ‘GURUS’
NEW DELHI: A total of
47 teachers from across
the country, including
women, were on Satur-
day conferred the Nation-
al Award by President
Ram Nath Kovind on the
Teachers’ Day. This was
the first ever virtual
award ceremony due to
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The President in his
speech congratulated the
winners of  the award
and appreciated the steps
taken by the teachers to
improve school educa-
tion qualitatively. He ob-
served about 40% of the
winners of  the National
Awards were women and
appreciated the role
women have played as ed-
ucators.

The national awards are
given on Teachers’ Day to
celebrate the unique con-
tribution of  teachers for
infusing innovative
methods of  teaching and
adopting best practices to
teach students. Some of
the finest teachers in the
country are honoured an-
nually on Teachers’ Day
for their commitment in
not only improving the
quality of  school educa-
tion but also enriching
the lives of  their stu-
dents.

Virus hits bullet
train project,
may not meet
2023 deadline

AGENCIES / New Delhi

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad bul-
let train project, which is
scheduled to be completed by
December 2023, may fail to
meet its deadline due to the
coronavirus pandemic that has
led to delays in opening tenders
and land acquisition, officials
said. The National High Speed
Rail Corporation (NHSRCL)
has already acquired 63% of
the land for the project —
about 77% land in Gujarat, 80%
in Dadar Nagar Haveli and 22%
in Maharashtra. Officials said
there are still issues in acquir-
ing land in areas like Palghar
in Maharashtra and Navsari in
Gujarat. Last year, the compa-
ny had floated 9 civil work ten-
ders, which could not be
opened due to the pandemic, of-
ficials said.

“Because of  Covid we had to
postpone the opening of  a few
of  the tenders. It is difficult to
assess the impact of  the pan-
demic on the project as it is still
continuing. We cannot say how
the pandemic will affect the
project as I don’t know how
long it will last,” NHSRCL MD
Achal Khare said.

Officially, the NHSRCL
spokesperson maintained the
deadline for the project re-
mained 2023.  One of  the civil
work contracts for construc-
tion of  stations, bridges,
viaducts, maintenance depots,
and tunnels across the net-
work is to the tune of  Rs20,000
crore.




