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New Delhi, Sept 7
(IPA) : Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday
said the NDA's Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
is not a tax system but an
"attack" on India's poor
and on its small and me-
dium businesses, and
urged all to stand against
it. Dubbing the GST as
"Gabbar Singh Tax", he
said it is the second ma-
jor attack on India's
unorganised economy,
and is an "absolute fail-
ure". He had earlier said
demonetisation was the
first attack on the infor-
mal sector in the
economy.

As part of his video se-
ries on the economy, the
former Congress presi-
dent alleged that the NDA
government has kept four
different tax slabs to help

Mumbai, Sept 7 (IPA)
: Maharashtra reported
the fastest growth is
coronavirus infection in
August, registering over
3.70 lakh cases, a senior
state health official said.

According to data of the
Maharashtra health de-
partment, the state re-
ported 3,76,587 COVID-
19 cases last month,
2,41,820 cases in July and
1,04,748 cases in June.

"On August 1, the total
number of COVID-19
cases in the state was
4,31,719, which jumped
to 8,08,306 on September
1. This is probably the
fastest growth of cases in
the state since January,"
the health official said.

One of the reasons for
the growth in number of
positive cases is the in-
creased number of tests,
he said, adding that last

G20 Member Countries Reaffirm Commitment to
Ensuring Education Continuity and Safety for all
(By Press Information Bureau)

Education Ministers of G 20 na-
tions have resolved to work together
and share best practices in the area
of education so that member coun-
tries can ensure  inclusive and equi-
table quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for
all, even in times of crises. A virtual
meeting of G20 Education Ministers
was held yesterday to discuss and
share experiences of member coun-
tries in the three identified areas of
Education Continuity in Times of
Crises, Early Childhood Education
and Internationalization in Educa-
tion. Yesterday’s meeting was the
culmination of ongoing discussions
on these themes, conducted virtually
due to the Covid 19 pandemic.
Representing India,  Union Minis-

ter of Education Shri Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank said that these
themes are also priority areas that the
Government of India has been pur-
suing. India’s commitment for these
themes is reflected in the new Na-
tional Education Policy 2020 that
seeks to bring in transformational
changes in the education landscape
of the country. He said India will
continue the efforts it has taken  to
reform and transform its education
system and mitigate the challenge
posed by the Covid 19 pandemic. He
also said India is committed to col-
laborate with   G 20 member coun-
tries in the area of education. The
Education Ministers adopted a com-
munique at the end of the meeting.
Regarding ensuring education con-
tinuity in times of crises, the com-
munique recognizes the value of dis-
tance and blended teaching and
learning and underscore the impor-
tance of enhancing access to high-
quality education, professional de-
velopment for educators, digital in-
frastructure and content, cybers
ecurity awareness, appropriate
teaching methodologies and active
learning, while recognizing that
these approaches complement face-
to-face learning.

GST second major attack on India's unorganised economy : Rahul Gandhi

those big industrialists
with means and contacts
to change the taxes under
the GST regime.

"This GST is an abso-
lute failure. Not only is it
unsuccessful, it is an at-
tack on the poor and on
the small and medium
businesses," he said in the
video series shared on his
social media platforms.

"GST is not a tax sys-
tem, it is an attack on
India's poor. It is an attack
on small shopkeepers,
small and medium busi-
nesses, farmers and
labourers. "We have to
recognise this attack and
stand against it together,"
he said. Gandhi shared
the under 3-minute video
on Twitter and said, "An-
other major reason for the
historic decline in GDP is
the Gabbar Singh Tax

(GST) of the Modi gov-
ernment. It has destroyed
a lot - lakhs of small busi-
nesses, crores of jobs and
the future of youth and
the financial health of
states. GST means eco-
nomic devastation."

This is the third of the
four-part series by him on
the economy.

Gandhi and the Con-
gress have stepped up
their attack on the Modi
government over the state
of the economy after
India's economic growth
suffered its worst fall on
record in the April-June
quarter, with the gross
domestic product (GDP)
contracting 23.9 percent.

He claimed that the GST
was UPA's idea, which
meant "One tax, minimal
tax, standard and simple
tax".

"NDA's GST is com-
pletely different. Four
different tax slabs, up to
28 percent, complicated
and difficult to under-
stand," he alleged.

The Congress leader
said the small and me-
dium businesses cannot
pay this tax, whereas the
big companies can easily
pay it by employing a few
accountants to do the job.

"Why are there four dif-
ferent rates? This is be-
cause the government
wants those who have the
means to be able to eas-
ily change GST, and
those who don't have
means, cannot do any-
thing about GST.

"Who has the means?
India's biggest 15-20 in-
dustrialists. So, whatever
tax law they want to
change can easily be done
in this GST regime," he
alleged. Gandhi said the
result of the NDA's GST
is that today, the Govern-
ment of India is unable to
provide the GST compen-
sation money to the
states. The states are un-
able to give money to
state employees and
teachers, he said. Gandhi
has earlier brought out a
similar video series on the
situation on the border
with China.

Peak power demand in Delhi surges
New Delhi, Sept 7 (IPA) : The peak power demand

of Delhi has increased by over 50 percent with re-
sumption of normal activities due to easing of
COVID-19 related lockdown restrictions, discom
officials said. Peak power demand in the city has been
muted this year as compared to the last year due to
lockdown and weather conditions.

"However, since easing of restrictions on May 18,
2020, Delhi's peak power demand has increased by
over 50 percent. If we compare the peak power de-
mand since April 2020, it has already increased by
over 87 percent," said the discom officials.

After the end of the lockdown 3.0 on May 17 and
the easing of restrictions, Delhi's peak power has
started increasing and the gap narrowed, they said.

"Infact, in July and August, Delhi's peak power de-
mand surpassed last year's peak power demand on
corresponding days on 13 occasions seven in July
and six in August- by up to 19 percent."

Cooling load is the main factor behind the increase
in Delhi's power load, said an official of BSES
discoms BYPL and BRPL. Commensurate with
Delhi's growing appetite for power, its electricity in-
frastructure must also keep pace. BSES will continue
to successfully meet the ever increasing power de-
mand and as always, be an active partner in the fu-
ture development of the city, he said. During the
lockdown, BSES strengthened its network and
energised two 66/11 KV grids, that will benefit over
two lakh residents in in the city, he added.

Puducherry, Sept 7
(IPA) : A total of 478
fresh COVID-19 cases
and 16 deaths took the
infection count to 17,032
and the toll to 314 in the
union territory on Sun-
day, the government said.

The 16 people who suc-
cumbed included five
women and were in the
age group ranging from
54 to 85. Most of the de-
ceased had comorbidities,

With 478 fresh cases, overall
tally rises to 17,032 in Puducherry

a release from the Health
department said.

A total of 1,701 samples
were tested, taking the to-
tal number of specimens
examined so far to
83,142, Director of
Health and Family Wel-
fare S Mohan Kumar
said. The overall COVID-
19 cases in the union ter-
ritory stood at 17,032 (af-
ter transfer of 12 cases to
Tamil Nadu), he said.

August sees fastest growth of COVID-19 cases in Maharashtra
month, the state carried
out 20,16,809 tests.

"The number of tests
conducted till August 1
was 21,94,943, which
rose to 42,11,752 on Sep-
tember 1. The state is ag-
gressively testing which
is helping in detection of
the infected people," the
official said. The official
informed that the number
COVID-19 cases and
deaths is continuously
going up in the state.

Between August 1 and
5, the number of COVID-
19 cases rose by 36,546,
and between September 1
and 5, the number went
up by 75,556, the official
said.

Besides, the state re-
ported 15,316 deaths due
to the disease till August
1 and the number went up
to 24,903 on September
1, as per the data.

"Between August 1 and
5, 1,160 people died due
to COVID-19 and be-
tween September 1 and 5,
1,373 people died," the
official said.

Leader of Opposition in
the Maharashtra Assem-
bly Devendra Fadnavis
has said the state needs to
conduct more tests.

"Out of the daily tests, a
sizable number is of the
antigen tests which are
not completely reliable.
The RT-PCR tests, which
are more reliable, should
be done on a large scale,
which will be able to tell
the ground reality about
the coronavirus," he said.
However, the health offi-
cial said the antigen tests
are comparatively
cheaper than the RT-PCR
tests and hence, con-
ducted more as a precau-
tionary measure.

Mumbai, Sept 7 (IPA)
: Actress Rhea
Chakraborty was on Sun-
day questioned for about
six hours by the Narcotics
Control Bureau (NCB) in
the drugs case linked to the
death of her live-in partner
and actor Sushant Singh
Rajput. The 28-year-old
arrived at the agency's of-
fice in the Ballard Estate
area at 12 noon and left
shortly after 6 PM. She
was escorted by police
personnel. Officials said
she has been asked to ap-
pear again on Monday for
questioning and recording
of her statement like today.
A team of the agency had
early morning visited her
home to serve summons to
her for joining the probe.

A team led by NCB joint
director Sameer
Wankhede had visited
Rhea's house located in

Sushant case : NCB questions Rhea for about 6 hours

Santa Cruz (west) area ac-
companied by local police
and some women person-
nel.

The team left after visit-
ing her flat.

The agency has said it
also wants to confront
Rhea with her younger
brother Showik
Chakraborty (24), Rajput's
house manager Samuel
Miranda (33) and his
house staffer Dipesh
Sawant in order to ascer-
tain their individual roles
in this alleged drug racket
after it obtained mobile

phone chat records and
other electronic data that
suggested some banned
drugs were allegedly pro-
cured by these people.

The NCB has, over the
last two days, arrested
these three men in this
case. Officials said the ac-
tor was questioned on
these lines on Sunday.

Rhea, in interviews given
to multiple TV news chan-
nels, has said that she has
never consumed drugs her-
self. She had, however,
claimed that the late actor
used to consume mari-

juana. It is claimed that
Miranda told NCB inves-
tigators that he used to pro-
cure bud or curated mari-
juana for the late actor's
household. A total of eight
people have been arrested
till now by the NCB with
six being directly linked to
this probe while two were
arrested by it when the
probe was launched under
criminal sections of the
Narcotic Drugs and Psy-
chotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act. When the
probe in the case began,
the agency had arrested
two men, Abbas Lakhani
and Karan Arora, for al-
leged drug peddling and
officials have claimed that
through them they reached
Zaid Vilatra and Abdel
Basit Parihar who are al-
legedly linked to this drugs
case as they were in touch
with Miranda.

Gujarat adds record
 1,335 COVID-19

cases in day; 14 die
Ahmedabad, Sept 7

(IPA) : Gujarat on Sun-
day reported the highest
single-day spike of 1,335
new coronavirus cases,
taking the total count of
infections in the state to
1,04,341, health depart-
ment said.

With 14 more deaths,
the cumulative toll went
up to 3,108, it said.

A total of 1,212 patients
were discharged in the
day, taking the number of
recoveries to 84,758, the
department said in a re-
lease. With this, the state's
recovery rate now stands
at 81. 23 per cent.

A total of 72,561
samples were tested in the
last 24 hours, which
comes at the rate of
1,116.32 tests per day per
million population.

Over 3,800 Punjab policemen
COVID-19 infected so far

Chandigarh, Sept 7 (IPA) : Over 3,800 Punjab police-
men have tested positive for COVID-19 since the pandemic
began, an official statement said on Sunday. It said senior
police officials are calling up COVID-19 infected person-
nel to motivate them to fight the disease. The Punjab Po-
lice is also providing free health kits with a pulse oximeter,
sanitisers and medicines to the infected policemen, it said.
According to the statement, 3,803 policemen in the state
have tested positive for the disease so far. Twenty of them
have died, while 2,186 cops have fully recovered. At
present, 1,597 policemen are COVID-19 positive, it
said. "All COVID positive police personnel are being
provided health kits which include a digital thermom-
eter, pulse oximeter, sanitisers, medicines, vitamins etc.



� eT+>∑fi¯yês¡+ 8 ôdô|º+ãs¡T 2020
ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é

qe‘Ó\+>±Dã÷´s√`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é 
◊πø|”˝À »]–q nÁø£e÷\ô|’ $#ês¡D »]|æ+#ê\ì ‘Ó\+>±D ¬s’‘·T

dü+|òüT+ ø√]+~.  ¬s’‘·T\≈£î sêyê*‡q &ÉãT“\qT u≤´+≈£î˝À »eT#˚j·÷\ì
$»„|æÔ #˚dæ+~. áy˚Ts¡≈£î k˛eTyês¡+ ‘Ó\+>±D sêÁwüº bÂs¡ düs¡|òüsê\ dü+düú
ø£$TwüqsY |æ dü‘·´Hêsêj·TD¬s&ç¶øÏ dü+|òüT+ sêÁwüº ø±s¡´<ä]Ù {Ï kÕ>∑sY, sêÁwüº
düVü‰j·T ø±s¡´<ä]Ù eT÷&é XÀuÛÑHé\T $q‹|üÁ‘·+ düeT]Œ+#ês¡T. |ü\Te⁄s¡T
¬s’‘·T\≈ £î düeTã+~Û+∫q $esê\qT n+<äCÒXÊs¡T. »q>±eT õ˝≤ ¢˝Àì
sêCÒX¯«] ◊πø|” ø√qT>√\T πø+Á<ä+˝À y˚T 2020˝À ¬s’‘·T\T <Ûëq´+ ne÷às¡˙,
yê]øÏ sêyê*‡q &ÉãT“\˝À y˚\ s¡÷bÕj·T\T ‘·–Z+∫ u≤´+≈£î˝À »eT #˚XÊs¡ì
|òæsê´<äT #˚XÊs¡T. <ë<ë|ü⁄ \ø£å\ s¡÷bÕj·T\T ø±CÒj·T&É+ »]–+<äì ‘Ó*bÕs¡T..
neø£‘·eø£\ô|’ ‘·Vü≤d”˝≤›sY, C≤sTT+{Ÿ ø£˝…ø£ºsY, ø£˝…ø£ºsY≈£î |òæsê´<äT #˚dæHê
|ü{Ïº+#·Tø√˝Ò<äì ‘Ó*bÕs¡T. yÓ+≥H˚  Bìô|’ $#ê]+∫ ¬s’‘·T\≈£î sêyê*‡q
&ÉãT“\qT u≤´+≈£î˝À y˚j·T&É+‘√bÕ≥T, »]–q neø£‘·eø£\≈£î ø±s¡≈£î˝…’q
yê]ô|’ ‘·ø£åDy˚T #·s¡´\T #˚|ü{≤º\ì ø√sês¡T. 

◊πø|” nÁø£e÷\ô|’ 
$#ês¡D »]|æ+#ê*
bÂs¡ düs¡|òüsê\ dü+düú ø£$TwüqsY≈£î 
‘Ó\+>±D ¬s’‘·T dü+|òüT+ $q‹

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√ - ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é
sêÁwüº ámdt◊ì ìØ«s¡´+ #˚ùd+<äT≈£î πø+Á<ä+˝Àì ;CÒ|” Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+

#˚düTÔqï ≈£îÁ≥\qT ì*|æy˚j·÷\ì ámdt◊ CÒ@d” Hêj·T≈£î\T &çe÷+&é
#˚XÊs¡T. ámdt◊ CÒ@d” Ä<Ûä«s¡´+˝À k˛eTyês¡+ ø±]àø£ sê»´ ;Ûe÷ dü+düú
(ámdt◊d”) Á|ü<Ûëq ø±sê´\j·T+ m<äT≥ <Ûäsêï ìs¡«Væ≤+#ês¡T. nq+‘·s¡+
CÒ@d” #Ó’¬sàHé &Üø£ºsY NeT Áoìyêdüsêe⁄ e÷{≤¢&ÉT‘·÷ sêÁwüº ámdt◊ì ˝Ò≈£î+&Ü
#˚j·÷\ì Á|üj·T‹ïùdÔ sêuÀj˚T s√E˝À¢ ñ<ä´e÷ìï rÁe‘·s¡+ #˚kÕÔeTì
ôV≤#·Ã]+#ês¡T. πø+Á<ä+ ìs¡íj·T+‘√ 10 y˚\ eT+~ dæã“+~‘√ bÕ≥T ámdt◊
\_›<ës¡T\≈£î Çã“+<äT\T ‘·˝…‘·TÔ‘êj·Tì nHêïs¡T.

πø+Á<ä+ ≈£îÁ≥\qT yÓ+≥H˚
ì*|æy˚j·÷*:ámdt◊ CÒ@d”

qe‘Ó\+>±D ã÷´s√`ôV’≤<äsêu≤<é
sêÁwüº Á|üuÛÑT‘·«+ ø£*Œ+∫q ˝Òne⁄{Ÿ ¬s>∑T´\¬s’CÒwüHé d”ÿyéT (m˝ŸÄsYmdt) qT

dü~«ìjÓ÷>∑+ #˚düTø√yê\ì sêÁwüº  |ü⁄s¡bÕ\ø£ XÊK eT+Á‹ ¬ø. ‘ês¡ø£
sêe÷sêe⁄ ø√sês¡T. Ç|üŒ{Ï es¡≈£î  nq~Ûø±]ø£ ˝Òne⁄≥¢˝À ‘Ó*j·Tø£  bòÕ¢{Ÿ\qT
ø=qT>√\T # ˚dæq yês¡T m˝ ŸÄsYmdt  dü<äTbÕj·÷ìï dü~«ìjÓ÷> ∑+
#˚düTø√yê\ì dü÷∫+#ês¡T. k˛eTyês¡+ m˝ŸÄsYmdt d”ÿyéT ÄHé˝…’Hé, MT ùde
düØ«düT\qT eT+Á‹ πø{°ÄsY ÁbÕs¡+_Û+#ês¡T. á dü+<äs¡“¤+>± m˝ŸÄsYmdt≈£î
dü+ã+~Û+∫q  n+XÊ\ô|’ Á|üC≤ ne>±Vü≤q ø√dü+  s¡÷bı+~+∫q Ä b˛düºsY
qT eT+Á‹ πø{°ÄsY Ä$wüÿ]+#ês¡T.   á dü+<äs¡“¤+>± eT+Á‹ πø{°ÄsY
e÷{≤¢&ÉT‘·÷  |ü≥ºD ÁbÕ+‘ê\T,  Á>±MTD ÁbÕ+‘ê˝À¢ Ç|üŒ{Ï es¡≈£î ñqï
nq~Ûø±]ø£ bÕ¢≥T¢,  ˝Òne⁄≥¢ Áø£eTãB›ø£s¡D≈£î  Ç<˚ eT+∫ neø±X¯eTì Äj·Tq
‘Ó*bÕs¡T. á @&Ü~ nø√ºãsY 15e ‘˚B es¡≈£î n+<äTu≤≥T˝À ñqï
m˝ŸÄsYmdt  <ë«sê uÛÑ÷ j·T»e÷qT\T |üP]ÔkÕúsTT Vü≤≈£îÿ\qT bı+<ä&É+‘√

bÕ≥T Á|üuÛÑT‘·« |üs¡+>± nìï s¡ø±\
eTÚ*ø£ dü<äTbÕj·÷\qT bı+<ä&Ü
ìøÏ ns¡TΩ\e⁄‘ês¡ì $e]+#ês¡T.
e#˚Ã nø√ºãsY 15 e ‘˚B es¡≈£î
>∑&ÉTe⁄ ˝À>±  <äs¡U≤düTÔ #˚düT≈£îqï
yês¡T Áø£eTãBΔø£s¡D |ò”EqT e#˚Ã
@&Ü~ (2021) »qe] 31e ‘˚B
˝À>± |üP]Ô>± #Ó*¢+#ê*‡ ñ+≥T+<ä
Hêïs¡T. Á|üuÛÑT‘·« düú˝≤\≈£î,  ns¡“Hé
˝≤´+&é d”*+>¥ $T>∑T\T uÛÑ÷eTT
\≈£î, <˚yê<ëj·T uÛÑ÷eTT\≈£î, #Ós¡T
e⁄\ •K+ uÛÑ÷eTT\T \˝À ñqï
bÕ¢≥¢≈£î m˝ŸÄsYmdt d”ÿyéT e]Ô+#·
<äì eT+Á‹ πø{°ÄsY  düŒwüº+ #˚XÊs¡T.

düú˝≤\ Áø£eTãBΔø£s¡D≈£î 
m˝ŸÄsYmdt >=|üŒ neø±X¯+: πø{°ÄsY


