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TIMES NATION | In The Courts

Opposes Review
Of Activist's
Detention In SC

AmitAnand.Choudhary
mtimesofindia.com

New Delhi: Centre on Mon-
& day expressed its disinclina-
tion towards review of de-
Stention of climate activist
©=Gonam Wangehuk on medi-
cal grounds saying that he
Zwas gelting proper treat-
:: ~=ment in detention b\' AlIMS
“not-
hing"” in Ladakh to care for
his health. Though the govt
isvet to take afinal decision,
the response eame when SC
r3=asked alout ls supgestion
“givon on the last hearing on
therelook.
= = When additional solici-
o Ztorgeneral KM Natarajplea-
~ded a bench of Justices Ara-
nd Kumar and P B Varale
1o adjourn the hearing, the
court asked him whether
_. “therewasany progresson its
o

There is ‘nothing' in Ladakh to care
fior Wanchuk’s health, ASG teld SC

suggostion made on tho lst
hearing regarding relook of
detention. “Any progress?
‘We made a suggestion on the
lastdate,” thebenchasked.

The ASG said that he wo-
uld submitonthe issue when
heargued the ease and the fi-
nal decision had not been ta-
ken. He told the court that
the activist was geiting the
bestaf treatment.

When the court told ASG
that it had made the sugges-
tion because of his medical
issues and the govt was also
aware about it, the ASG said
fhat the activist wasbeing ta-

Wangchuk getting proper
med care in custody: Govt

ken care of by AIIMS Jodh-
purand there was nothing in
Ladakhtocareforhishealth.
“There are issues, and it
isnot like youare denying it,
and he is also making a
complaint of health issucs.
The doctor says yos, it is the-
re, and now treatment is be-
ing provided. Admittedly,
the health issue is there.
the bench observed. Obser-
ving that the medical condi-
tion of Wangchuk, who has
been in detention for more
than four months, was not
very good, SC had last weok
asked the Centre torethink/
relock its decision to conti-
nue tokeep incustody.
The activist is presently
lodged in Jodhpur jail.
Wangehuk was detained on
Sept 265, 2025 under National
Security Act (NSA) fllo-
wing protests in Leh over do-
mands of statehood and
Sixth Schedule status for the
Union Territory of Ladakh.
Q(‘]shnax ing the plea mo-
ved by wife Gi-

SC upholds HC
order prohibiting
animal sacrifice

on TN hilltop

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Monday refused to in-
terfere with Madras high co-
urt’sdecision prohibitingani-
mal sacrifice and granting
Muslim  devotees  limited
rights to pray on the Thirupa-
rankundram hills in Tamil
Nadu's Madurai.

A hench of Justices Ara-
vindKumar andP B Varale sa-
id that the order passed by HC
on Oct 10 was balanced and re-
fused to entertain an appeal
against it. The HC had held
that any animal sacrifice and
the cooking, carrying or sor.
vingol any non-vegetarian fo-
od cannot be permitted in the
Nellithoppu area until a deci-
sion is rendered by a compe-
tent eivil court with regard to
the customary practice of ani-
‘mal sacrificeon the hillock.

C said, “It seems to be a
very balanced order. We do
not propose o interfere with
the order. Without expressing
any opinion on the rights of
the parties, the impugned or-
derstands upheld.” mw

tamjali Angmo against his
preventive detention.
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=New Delhi: Supreme Court
“on Maonday cautioned consti-
m_.luliunal court judges aga-
st assuming the role of do-
porisand sugpesting
comedial steps and said it
would be dangerous if' they
=deviate from their primary
“duty to decidedisputes asne-
m—:uu‘a] umpires after conside-

La

dicialofficers.

CJ1 Kant said, “Should a
constitutional court assume
the role of super-examiner
just because the test was for
recruitment of judicial offi-
cersand thequestionrelated
t0 Jaw? It will be very dange-
rousif HC judgesassume the
roleof domainexperts.”

HC judges cannot assume
domain experts’ role: SC

ation/reconsideration  of
answer sheets must be uni-
form for all examinations
and not only for judicial ser-
viee tests, HCs cannot be su-
perexaminers,” itsaid.

“If that Is so, it Is necessa-
ry that HC, while exorcising
the power of judicial review,
should have referred the is-

‘DANGEROUS IF THEY
INTERFERE IN EXAMS'

 The remark came from a
B3 —=bench of Chiel Justice Su-
a Kant, Justices Joymalya
gehiand NV Anjariaon a
§ —=petition fled by Jharkhand
=Public Qervin. Commission
Jhark-

“Tomorrow a judge may
have knowledge of bioche-
mistry. Should he interfere
in examination quoestion pa-
pers and answer keys rela-
ting torecruitments in the fi-

sue o the ive si-
deof HC for constituting an
expert committee to revisit
the angwer sheets and ans-
wer keys," thebenchsaid.
The bench asked TIC (o
sob up an expert committee
that will include subject ex-
perts, including those from
the fields of law and English,

eld of y?HC jud-

PSC)
hand HC's decision to direct
“deletion of two guestions

“Zandaward of one mark toeit-
no_cher of two options o a ques-
@ Ztion attempted by candida-
“tesappenring inaprelimina-
1y test for recruitment of ju-

Ge

yr
|

gesmustleave these issues Lo
domain experts,” the CJI sa-
id.The bench said HC,on the
administrative side, had
framed the questions in con-
sultation with JPSC.

“The power of reappreci-

tar the answer ke-
yvsand answer sheets.

‘When the counsel sought
an early resolution of the
controversy, the bench asked
high court to resolve it wit-
hin two weeks and senda re-
port to JESC.

Raj stalker who
stabbed siblings
to death gets life

in jail, 760k fine

Jaipur: An additional ses-
sions court in Jaipur has sen-
tenced o man tolife imprison-
ment forstabhinga 16-year-old
girl, whom he had been ha-
rassing for marriage, and her
brother nearly four years ago,
The court ruled that no leni-
ency could be shown to the ac-
cused, Gulshan, and also im-
posed a fineof Rs60,000.
Thesiblings’ father had fil-
ed an FIR at Sadar police sta-
tion in Jaipur on May 5, 2022.
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According to the pr
the accused lived near the
house of the deceased s
lings. He had been harassing
the complainant's minor
daughter to force her into
‘marryinghim. Three days be-
fore the erime, Gulshan had
even threatened to kill her; if
she did not agree.

On the day of murder, ac-
cused arrivedand again start-
ed threatening the girl. An ar-
gument started between him
and siblings, following which
accused stabbed them. mn
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LEADERSHIP OPENINGS

e EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Critical Operations (ED1)

rity, tradin:

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Regulatory, Compliance, Risk Management & Investor Grievances (ED2)

ormpliance and gover

transparency and institutional credibility.
Apply at: ED2_MC

effieidhawarths

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Business (ED3)

Driving the delivery
and growth of

cornerstone of India’s financial market infrastructur
mt-—gral toIndia’s eco
v and effectt a
Step into a leadership role that :Ir[ws those markets
a continued focus on innovation and governance.

MCX has been
ough robust

to the future lhmugh

infrastructure and digital transformati

enterprise-wide leadership across operational excellenc
nce. Engag

1before 3 Marc

at MCX, building
ing technologies

LOCATION : MUMBAI

Mult] Commosity Exchange of India
Limitod (MCX) s incka's largast
stook exshange in the commadity
derivatives segment, recognised
undor tha Securities Contracts
(Reguiation) Act, 1866, and
reguinted by SEBI sa & Market
Infrastructurs nstiution (M,
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Often, payments made in haste
can lead to your money going to waste.

Always check the identity of the person
before sending any funds in a hurry
aur koi aapke saath hera pheri karne ki koshish kare,
then just say, “Main moorkh nahi hoon”.

Safety UPI ki, samajhdaari aapki.——
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Issued in public interest by
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Easy. Safe. Instant.
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Report cyber financial fraud on helpline no.1930.
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Companies: Pursuit of Profit

harma colikely to opt for Diversification Drive
romoter-level borrowing [ WHY THE FUND RAISE_ | MONEY TOBE

Toback the acquisition of | BLLIEST]
nd debt to fund the deal L acontreiling interest in ® Promoter-level
Restaurant Brands Asia borrowing
Shilpy sinha i -
PE firm Everstone Capital |  Debtat
@ ~Mumbai: Ajanta Pharma's promoters are L is preparing to exit its operating
ploring financingoptions of up to 22,000 entire 11.26% stake company

yre to fund the acquisition of a control-
ng stake in Rn'sr'lm‘am Brands Asia, the  med at backing the acquisition of a cont-  dingtoriseteabout 5%, triggeringaman
rolling interest in Restaurant Brands  datory openoffer topublicsharehalders.
Asia, where private equity firm Everstene  The acquisition is executed through Le-
iversification into the fast  Capital is preparing to exit its entire nexis Foodworks Pvt, the food and beve-
rowingquick service restaurantsector 1 s stake. RestaurantBrands Asiahasa  rage arm of Inspira Global. Lenexis ope-
e promoter smup s looking to raise — market capitalisation of roughly €5,800 ¢ rates the Chinese Wok brand and s pro-
bout 22,000 crore through a combination  “Lenders are assessing leverage, cash- - moted by Aayush Madhusudan Agrawal
promoter-level borrowing and debt at - flow visibility and ucturesbe-  and Agrawal, members of
e operating company, according to peo- krremmmmlnuntrwtlwl saidasource.  the Ajanta Pharma promoter family In-
o familiar with the discussions o is month, Restawrant Brands — spira Glabal has interests spanning foad
"hefinancingstructureis stillbeingfina-  Asia \qm it had entered into a definitive  andbeverage realestate, pharma, luxury
sed and no lender s been formally ap agreement with Inspira Global Group,un-  home products and clean enerey.
inted, the people said. der which the latter will infuse 2900 crore  Restaurant Brands Asia, formerly Bur-
arclays and Standard Chartered are through a preferential equity allotment ger King India, holds master franchise
nong banks that have been sounded out  andafurther 2300crore viawarrants,both - rightsfor Burger Kinginlndiaandopera-
r the funding, though talks remainat a  priced at ¥70ashare. tes Burger Kingand Popeyes restaus
liminary stage. The individual banks  Following completionof thetransaction  in Indonesia. The financing con
d the companies did not respond to E and acquisition of existing promotersha-  Ajanta Pharma’s promoter group alrea
wquests for comment. The lundraise isai-  res, Inspira Global expects its toal hol-  dy earries pledged shares.
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consumer beauty and personal care com- iy
Chetana College to Host “Digital

pany Skinetiq Joint Stock

m-
pany, based on an equity valua- Al i = - =
ﬂ slanaf <scrore. Marginalization and Al Bias: Redefining

Thn company’ ; suh;ldmm Ma-
-East

® s S, Corns; Business and Society” Meet
: Chetana's Hazarimal Somani College of Commerce and
S T e thanetiocoman: | | Econamics, alangwith Smt. Kusumtai Chaudhari College of Arts
=of requisite milestones.— Our Bureau and Chetana's Ramprasad Khandelwal Institute of Management &
8- Research, Bandra (E), will jointly host a two-day International

Conferenceon“Digital Marginalizationand Al Bias; Redefining
Business and Society” on 27-28 February 2026. Sponsored by
the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), the confer-
enceaims to foster global dialogue on the sacial, ethical, and eco-
nomic implications of artificial intelligence and digital inequality.
The forum will bring together academicians, researchers, policy-
makers, industry leaders, and students from Indiaand abroad to
deliberate on algorithmic bias, access gaps, inclusive technolo-
gies, and ethical Al governance, Hon. Suresh Prabhu will gracethe
inaugural sessionas chief guest, with a keynote by Mr Vivek
Sawant. International speakersincluding Mr Nick Hutton, Dr
Mohammad Rami Al Jundi, and Dr Kyung Ki Eun, alongside Indian
experts, will share insights on responsible and equitable Al-

Government Certificate course on

Digital Marketmg with Al

driven transformation.

Driving the delivery
and growth of

tinfrastructure, MCX has baen
ing the markets through robust
price discovery and effective risk management for the commodity ecosystem
Step into a leadership role that drives those markets into the future through
a continued focus on innovation and governance.

LEADERSHIP OPENINGS

e EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Critical Operations (ED1)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Regulatory, Compliance, Risk Management & Investor Grievances (ED2)

Provide enterpris ide leadership across operational excellence, investigations, investor grievances,
isk, regulatory compliance and governance. Engage closely with key stakeholders to uphold integrity,

trar and institutional credibility.

Apply at: ED2_MC; isldhaworth.com befe Aarch 20,

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Business (ED3)

Lead business strategy and ecosystem relationships to increase diversity of participation and
product developme iclity enhancem d revenue dive jon within a regulated market
infrastructure, while maintaining strong brs dpﬂa ing.

Apply at: ED3_v isheffieidhaworth.com before 10 Mar
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Tata Steel hunts for iron ore
as legacy mines’ leases to end
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FASHION'S NEXT REVOLUTION
WON'T BE ON THE RUNWAY

Epson's digital textile printers are at the forafront of o
i lowands mone alficient, sustamable lexilo printing.
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Pharma Inc calls for easier
regulatory prescription

Industry says approval delays, weak clinical trial infra holding back sector

ANJALI SINGH
Mumbai, 10 February

India’s leading pharmaceutical industry
veterans have made astrong case for faster,
simpler and more predictable regulation.

They warned that delays in approvals,
weak clinical trial infrastructure and poor
domestic acceptance of Indian innovation
are holding the sector back. This comes ata
timewhenglobal peers — particularly China
—aremoving rapidly up the value chain.

Speaking at a panel discussion on the
past and future of Indian pharma at the
launch of the book ‘Made in India — The
Story of Desh Bandhu Gupta, Lupin and
Indian Pharma’, industry stalwarts,
including Dilij i, i irec-
tor of Sun Pharma, Yusuf Hamied, chair-
man of Cipla, GV Prasad, managing
director of Dr Reddy’s Laboratories and
VinitaGupta, chiefexecutive officer (CEO)
of Lupin, said India must urgently reform
its regulatory ecosystem. This would help
it transition from a generics-led model to
higher-value innovation.

Theindustry veterans highlighted how
regulatory delays, especially in clinical trial
approvals, are forcing Indian companies to
conduct early-stage studies overseas.

Shanghvinoted that Phase-I trials often
get completed in countries such as Bel-
gium or Australia before approvals come
through in India, underscoring the need
for smoother processes if the country
wants to become an i ion hub.

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA MOHANTY

Eyeing a growth pill

= Sun Pharma MD Dilip Shanghvi said
regulatory delays, especially in clinical
trials, push early-stage studies abroad

= Dr Reddy’s Laboratories MD G V Pra-
sad said India underestimated China,
which built innovation strength
through faster approvals

= Cipla Chairman Yusuf Hamied said In-
dian innovation suffers from poor
domestic acceptance

= Lupin CEO Vinita Gupta said India can
innovate without multi-billion-dollar
R&D by leveraging its patient pool,
regulatory reform and incentives

‘monopoly, recalling the 1972 patent law
changes that enabled domestic manufac-
turing of essential drugs.

While reiterating his support for
science being rewarded through royalties,
he argued against monopolistic pricing
and said innovation in India continues to
face a major hurdle: acceptability.

Indian doctors, he said, often remain
sceptical of domestically-developed new
drugs, asking why multinational com-
panies have not launched them first.

Academia-industry collaboration also
came under focus.

Sharmasaid India has a cultural resis-
tance to being “first in the world” and a
reluctance to accept failure, both of which
stifle innovation.

He stressed that applied research must
ultimately find its way into industry and
markets, and called forgreater focusonareas
such as biotransformation, formulation
engineering and sustainable manufactur-
ing. Here, India remains overly dependent
onimports, particularly from China.

Guptaargued that India does not need
to replicate the multi-billion-dollar
research and development (R&D) spend-
ing of global pharma giants to innovate.

Instead, she said, companies can lever-
age India’s large patient pool, improving
regulatory pathways and government
incentives to conduct faster development
locally, establish proof of conceptand then
scale products globally.

She also highli opportunities in

He said the government’s recent steps,
including the production linked incen-

1,000 clinical trial centres, signal intent,
but execution will be key.

Chinaemerged repeatedly asa point of
comparison. Prasad said India had under-
estimated China for years, seeingit mainly
as alow-cost manufacturing base, while it
quietly built a powerful innovation eco-
system.

Hepointed to China'slarge reimbursed
domestic market, faster regulatory clear-
ances, rapid clinical development time-
lines and its success in attracting
globally-trained biopharma leadership as
critical advantages.

These factors, he said, have enabled
Chinese firms to move beyond generics

into fast-follower and best-in-classinnova-
tion, a space that requires millions of dol-
lars of investment per molecule and far
higher risk tolerance.

The panel stressed that “fast follower”
drugs should not be trivialised as incre-
mental work.

off-patent brands, specialty generics, bio-
similars and novel formulations as lower-
risk pathways to value creation.

‘While acknowledging that innovation
requires significant capital and tolerance
for failure, Shanghvi said Indian com-
panies need a few visible successstories to
build confidence across the industry.

Recent icensing deals, he said,

Prasad described them as best-in-cl
ions that demand expensive clini-

cal trials, advanced medicinal chemistry
and strong regulatory capabilities.

“Thisisavery different game from gen-
erics,” he said, adding that innovation
involves fewer but much larger bets com-
pared with the multiple small bets, typical
of generics.

Hamied traced India’s pharma roots to
policy choices that prioritised access over

show that Indian innovation can attract
global interest if supported by the right
ecosystem.

The overarching message from the
panel was clear: without regulatory agility,
better clinical infrastructure, stronger
industry-academia links and a shift in
mindset towards risk-taking and accept-
anceof failure, Indiarisks ceding ground to
faster-moving peers.

APPOINTMENTS

Driving the delivery
and growth of

As a cornerstone of India's financial market infrastructure, MCX has been

integral to India's economic growth, strengthening the markets through robust
price discovery and effective risk management for the commodity ecosystem.
Ste o a leadership role that drives those markets into the future through
a continued focus on innovation and governance.

LEADERSHIP OPENINGS

e EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Critical Operations (ED1)

Lead technology, cybersecurity, trading infrastructure and digital transformation at MCX, building
future-ready market infrastructure at a national scale. Drive innovation in emerging technologies
while safeguarding system resilience, reliability, integrity and regulatory compliance.

Apply at: ED1_MCX@sheffieldhaworth.com before 3 March 2026

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Regulatory, Compliance, Risk Management & Investor Grievances (ED2)

Provide enterprise-wide leadership across operational excellence, investigations, investor grievances,
risk, regulatory compliance and governance. Engage closely with key stakeholders to uphold integrity,
transparency and institutional credibility.

Apply at: ED2_MCX@sheffieldhaworth.com before 3 March 2026

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Business (ED3)

Lead business strategy and ecosystem relationships to increase diversity of participation and
product development, liquidity enhancement and revenue diversification within a regulated market
infrastructure, while maintaining strong brand positioning.

Apply at: ED3_MCX@sheffieldhaworth.com before 10 March 2026

Multi Commodity Exchange of India

LOCATION : MUMBAI

Scan to lear more about
the roles and how to apply

Limited (MCX) is India's largest
stock exchange in the commodity.

, recognised
Contracts.

(Regulation) Act, 1956, and
regulated by SEBI as a Market
Infrastructure Institution (M.

METAL & ENERGY

Trade with Trust

Curators of the unique.

Villa in Moi

4,200 sqm

To schedule a viewing, contact:
Tushar Ahuja | +91 92899 68270

tushar.ahuja@sothebysrealty.in
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India Sotheby’s Int
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India | Sotheby’s

ra, North Goa

For Sale
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Are

1,045 sqm (= 11,290 sq. ft.)

6 bedrooms

1,100 Offices
national Realty is tradename of Realpro Realty Solutions
are made with respect to the completene:

facilities etc.,
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th one of ou
Independently O

84 Countries & Territories
t. Ltd
acy of information
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& Operated.

CKYCID:
One KEY for
All Your KYC Needs

Unique 14-digit CKYCID issued by
CKYC Records Registry

HOW IT WORKS?

= Bank uploads KYC details on
Central KYC Records Registry

= Submit KYC details
to your bank

Know your CKYCID
. Missed call: 7799022129 or
& Online: www.ckycindia.in

[8]  Formore detils
o visit hitpsi/iebikehtahai sbiorg.in
For feedback wit o thikehtahai@rbi.org n
= Offcial WhatsApp

ScantheOfcode =0 N0.9999041935/9930991935

KEY BENEFITS
1 Open accounts easily with different
banks/financial institutions
1 Simplifies KYC Updation: KYC updated with
one bank, gets updated in your all other banks/
finandial institutions through CKYCR

- KIC-Your st stzp

tsaaning

m (an be used across banks
& finandial institutions

Simple.
Secure.
Standardised.

Issued in public interest by

R Rt S
RESERVE BANK OF

www.rbi.org.in
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