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Thomas Cook India & SOTC Travel announce direct Charter flights to
Bhutan from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad for the second consecutive year

e All-inclusive Group escorted tours with departures from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad; also
customised tours co-curated basis unique customer preferences

e Featuring Indian chefs serving regional cuisine; Kannada and Gujarati-speaking expert tour
managers for group tours

o Five thoughtfully designed product categories to suit every wallet — budget, standard, value,
extravaganza and premium

o New inclusions: Gangtey — one of Bhutan’s most picturesque valleys

Mumbai, February 12, 2026:Thomas Cook (India) Limited, India’s leading omnichannel travel services
company, and its group company, SOTC Travel, have announced their Summer 2026 charter flights to
Bhutan from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad — bringing direct, seamless connectivity to the Himalayan kingdom
during India’s peak holiday season. Building on the strong success of the last 2 years, Thomas Cook India
& SOTC'’s 2026 charter program offers a range of air charter-inclusive tour products to deliver greater value
for Indian consumers across key markets of South and West India. Notably, Thomas Cook India and SOTC
Travel are the only travel service providers in India operating charter flights to Bhutan from Bengaluru,
offering non-stop access for travellers from South India.

To maximise on the key Indian summer vacation season, multiple departures have been scheduled: from
Bengaluru for April 24 and May 1, 8 and 15, 2026, and from Ahmedabad for May 3, 10 and 17, 2026.

The charter flights establish a direct air connection from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad to Bhutan, addressing
a long-standing market gap and reinforcing Thomas Cook India and SOTC'’s leadership in driving
innovation within India’s travel sector. The travel route to Bhutan, currently involves multi-leg journeys via
metro hubs such as Delhi or Kolkata, which entail layovers and the inconvenience of multiple flights,
airport/terminal transfers and several check-ins. The charter flights significantly simplify the journey, offering
travellers a more seamless, time-efficient and comfortable travel experience.

Thomas Cook & SOTC’s Summer 2026 Charters have been designed to deliver flexibility and value through
five distinct group tour categories: Budget, Standard, Value, Extravaganza and Premium — enabling
travellers to select holidays aligned to their preferences and budgets. In addition to all-inclusive group
escorted tours from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad, customers can also opt for customised itineraries, co-
curated around individual preferences. Pricing has been structured to enhance affordability, with a Special
Saver Program starting from 76,000 per person* for a 7 Days 6 Nights itinerary from Bengaluru, and from
79,000 per person* from Ahmedabad.

Bhutan continues to captivate Indian travellers, renowned as one of the world’s happiest nations, celebrated
for its natural beauty and warm people. From breathtaking Himalayan vistas and vibrant prayer-flag-lined
valleys to historic monasteries perched along cliffs, scenic river valleys and charming towns, the destination
offers an immersive experience enriched by warm local hospitality and deeply rooted traditions. Further
enriching the offering this year, Thomas Cook India and SOTC Travel’s portfolio includes Gangtey, one of
Bhutan’s most scenic valleys, known for its monasteries, wetlands and pristine natural beauty — adding
depth to the overall Bhutan experience.

Tour Highlights:
e Immersive experiences as part of Group Tours, including a farmhouse lunch with local activities
such as archery and wearing the traditional Kira, local wine tasting, a riverside picnic lunch in
Punakha, beer tasting session in Paro
e Cuisine aligned to regional preferences, with South Indian cuisine prepared by an Indian chef
for departures from Bengaluru, and authentic Gujarati cuisine, including vegetarian and Jain
options for departures from Ahmedabad
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e Assistance of experienced tour managers for Group Tours: Kannada-speaking for Bengaluru
departures and a Gujarati-speaking for Ahmedabad departures, ensuring ease of
communication and comfort throughout the trip

Mr. Rajeev Kale, President & Country Head — Holidays, MICE, Visa, Thomas Cook (India) Limited,
said, “Our special charter flights to Bhutan from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad reiterate our leadership and
continued focus on customer-centric innovation. We are proud to be the only travel service providers in
India operating charter flights to Bhutan from Bengaluru, strengthening direct access for customers across
South India. For Summer 2026, we have enhanced our offering with multiple departures, an attractively
priced Special Saver Program and the inclusion of Gangtey. Alongside our all-inclusive group tours, we
also offer customised holidays co-curated around individual travel preferences — delivering greater value,
convenience and flexibility to our customers.”

Mr. S.D. Nandakumar, President & Country Head Holidays and Corporate Tours, SOTC Travel
Limited, said “Bhutan’s timeless appeal with its unique combination of breathtaking Himalayan
landscapes, culture and warm welcoming people — has enabled us curate truly experience-rich holidays for
Indians. Our charters from Bengaluru and Ahmedabad are designed to offer seamless access to this
destination during the key summer holiday season. By combining direct charter connectivity, thoughtfully
crafted itineraries, regional cuisine preferences and our experienced tour managers, we are focused on
delivering exceptional value and a differentiated holiday experience to our customers.”

For further details, click here:
Thomas Cook | SOTC
*T&C Apply

About Thomas Cook (India) Limited:

Set up in 1881, Thomas Cook (India) Limited (TCIL) is the leading omnichannel travel company in the country offering a
broad spectrum of services including Foreign Exchange, Corporate Travel, MICE, Leisure Travel, Value Added Services,
and Visa Services. It operates leading B2C and B2B brands including Thomas Cook, SOTC, TCI, SITA, Asian Trails, Allied
TPro, Australian Tours Management, Desert Adventures, Travel Circle International Limited (TCI B= %), Sterling Holiday
Resorts Limited, Distant Frontiers, TC Tours, Digiphoto Entertainment Imaging (DEI), Go Vacation, Private Safaris East &
South Africa.

As one of the largest travel service provider networks headquartered in the Asia-Pacific region, The Thomas Cook India
Group spans 28 countries across 5 continents.

TCIL has been felicitated with MICE Powerhouse at MaxiiiMICE Awards 2025, Outbound Travel Operator of the Year (2024)
and MICE Travel Operator of the Year (2024 & 2023) at The Economic Times Travel & Tourism Annual Awards, MICE Travel
Agency (Outbound) at the Economic Times MICE & Wedding Tourism Awards 2024, 'Masters of Risk - Travel & Hospitality'
at India Risk Management Awards 2024, MICE Tour Operator of the Year - Outbound at SATTE 2024, Best Tour Operator
at India Travel Awards North 2023, winner of the Corporate Citizen Award (Travel Tourism & Hospitality) at the Corporate
Citizen Conclave & Award 2023, The Outbound Tour Operator of the Year 2022 at the SATTE Awards, IAMAI India Digital
Awards 2022, CNBC-TV18 & ICICI Lombard India Risk Management Award - Travel & Leisure Category 2022 & 2021,
CIO100 Award for digital innovation 2022.

CRISIL has upgraded the rating on debt programs and bank facilities of TCIL - ‘CRISIL AA/Stable’ on the long-term bank
facilities of TCIL and ‘CRISIL A1+’ rating on the short-term bank facilities and short- term debt of the company. The highest
rating for a travel & tourism company in India.

For more information, please visit www.thomascook.in

Fairbridge Capital (Mauritius) Limited, a subsidiary of Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited, is the promoter of TCIL with a
shareholding of 63.83% of its paid-up capital.

About Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited:

Fairfax Financial Holdings Limited is a holding company which, through its subsidiaries, is primarily engaged in property and
casualty insurance and reinsurance and the associated investment management. Founded in 1985 by the present Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer, Mr. V. Prem Watsa, the company is headquartered in Toronto, Canada. Its common shares are
listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the symbol FFH and in U.S. dollars under the symbol FFH.U.


https://www.thomascook.in/holidays/fly-direct-bhutan-tour-packages
https://www.sotc.in/holidaysearch/fly-direct-tour-packages
http://www.thomascook.in/
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About Subsidiaries of Thomas Cook (India) Limited (TCIL):

Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited

Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary of TCIL is a leading leisure
hospitality company with over 55 resorts, hotels and retreats across 48 locations in India covering hills, beaches, jungles,
waterfront, adventure, heritage, pilgrimage and drive-to locations. Sterling provides a variety of offerings: Leisure holidays
through FIT packages, Meetings & Conferences, Weddings, Reunions, Picnics and Holidays.

SOTC Travel Limited

SOTC Travel Limited is a step-down subsidiary of Fairfax Financial Holdings held through its Indian listed subsidiary, Thomas
Cook (India) Limited (TCIL). SOTC Travel is a leading omnichannel travel and tourism company active across various travel
segments including Leisure Travel, Incentive Travel and Business Travel.

Established in 1949, SOTC is an Indian-grown brand with a legacy of over 75 years. Since then, it has escorted millions of
travellers across the globe to various destinations around the globe. The Company firmly believes that today, ‘No one
understands the Indian Traveller better than SOTC'.

Travel Corporation (India) Limited

Travel Corporation (India) Limited (TCI) (operating brands Sita, TCI and Distant Frontiers), a wholly owned subsidiary of
TCIL, is the leading Destination Management Company in India that offers tailor-made travel and related services to India,
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka.

DEI Holdings Limited
Thomas Cook India Group holds 51% stake in DEI Holdings Limited (DEI), one of the world’s leading imaging solutions and
services providers.

For more information, visit:
Sterling Holiday Resorts Limited: http://www.sterlingholidays.com
SOTC Travel Limited: http://www.sotc.in

Media Enquiries:

Suzanne Pereira | +91 9820297665 | suzanne.pereira@thomascook.in
Shourya Rawool | +91 9619745154 | shourya.rawool@thomascook.in
Ancy Johnas | +91 7678042720 | ancy.johnas@sotc.in
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