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A Conversation Over the Glass: Jim Murray with Abhishek Khaitan at the First
Public Tasting of Rampur 1943 Virasat

Hosted by Abhishek Khaitan, MD of Radico Khaitan, the evening celebrated a decade of
Rampur Indian Single Malt’s global rise

New Delhi, February 11, 2026 — Radico Khaitan Limited, one of India’s largest alcobev companies,
hosted an exclusive tasting of its recently launched Indian single malt, Rampur 1943 Virasat, led by
globally renowned whisky expert, connoisseur and author of The Whisky Bible, Jim Murray. Held in the
very exclusive quarters of ITC Maurya, New Delhi, the event followed Murray’s visit to the Rampur
Distillery and showcased the craftsmanship behind the expression while reflecting the growing
international interest in Indian single malts.

The tasting session saw Jim Murray guide spirit enthusiasts through the making and maturation of
Rampur 1943 Virasat. He highlighted how the expression derives its distinctive character from six-row
Indian barley grown in the foothills of the Himalayas and from newly desighed pot stills that preserve
Rampur’s core identity while enabling a more refined profile. Murray also elaborated on the whisky’s
maturation journey, beginning in American bourbon barrels and concluding with a finishing period in
ruby port pipes. He noted how North India’s extreme climatic shifts, from intense summers to cold
winters and monsoons, accelerate ageing and contribute layers of depth, balance, and complexity to
the spirit.

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Abhishek Khaitan, Managing Director, Radico Khaitan, said,
“Welcoming Jim Murray to experience Rampur 1943 Virasat, and to share his perspective after visiting
our distillery, is a moment of affirmation. It reflects how far Indian single malts have come over the
past decade, propelled not by circumstance, but by conviction, discipline, and an uncompromising
pursuit of excellence.

As we celebrate a decade of perfection with Rampur Indian Single Malt, our new innovation Rampur
1943 Virasat stands as a tribute to our legacy. At the same time, the introduction of our new pot stills
marks a transformative chapter for us. They are designed to elevate and intensify flavour, crafting a
profile that resonates with a new generation of whisky drinkers, without ever compromising the soul of
Rampur.”

Mr. Jim Murray, the whisky expert added, “Thirty-years ago | put Rampur distillery on the whisky map
by firstvisiting it and then writing about it in my book Jim Murray’s Complete Book of Whisky. The oldest
whisky of this then fledgling distillery was just 18 months, and no decision had been made to bottle it
as a single malt. | strongly encouraged them that they should: | definitely considered it good enough.
Three decades on and I’m officially now opening their latest stillhouse and tasting a new creation in
Virasat which has stretched their portfolio even wider.

Amazingly, in the 2026 Jim Murray’s Whisky Bible the nine Rampur single malts | reviewed scored, on
average, 91.9 points out of 100. That’s really some achievement. Having tasted Virasat, | can’t see that
average dropping any time soon.”

The tasting brought together connoisseurs and industry stakeholders, further highlighting the
increasing recognition of Indian single malts within the global whisky community.

Rampur 1943 Virasat draws inspiration from the legacy of the Rampur Distillery, established in 1943,
and represents decades of distilling expertise combined with a contemporary approach to whisky-
making. Crafted from select Indian malted barley and matured under India’s unique climatic
conditions, the expression embodies a harmonious balance of tradition and innovation.
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About Radico Khaitan

Radico Khaitan Limited (“Radico Khaitan” or the Company) is among the oldest and one of the largest
manufacturers of IMFL in India. Earlier known as Rampur Distillery Company, Radico Khaitan
commenced its operations in 1943 and over the years emerged as a major bulk spirits supplier and
bottler to other spirit manufacturers. In 1998, the Company started its own brands with the
introduction of 8 PM Whisky. Radico Khaitan is one of the few companies in India to have developed
its entire brand portfolio organically.

The Company’s brand portfolio includes Rampur Indian Single Malt Whiskies, Sangam World Malt
Whisky, Kohinoor Reserve Indian Dark Rum, Spirit of Victory 1999 Pure Malt Whisky, Jaisalmer Indian
Craft Gin, Royal Ranthambore Heritage Collection Royal Crafted Whisky, Morpheus Rare Luxury
Whisky Morpheus and Morpheus Blue Brandy, The Spirit of Kashmyr, Magic Moments Vodka, Magic
Moments Remix Pink Vodka, Magic Moments Verve Vodka, Magic Moments Dazzle Vodka (Gold &
Silver), 1965 The Spirit of Victory Premium XXX Rum and Lemon Dash Premium Flavored Rum, After
Dark Whisky, 8PM Premium Black Whisky, 8PM Whisky, Contessa Rum and Old Admiral Brandy.

Radico Khaitan is also one of the largest providers of branded IMFL to the Canteen Stores Department
(CSD), which has significant business barriers to entry. The Company has distilleries situated in
Rampur, Sitapur and Aurangabad, Maharashtra which is a 36% joint venture. The Company has a total
owned capacity of 321 million litres and operates 44 bottling units (5 owned, 39 contract and royalty
bottling units). It is also one of the largest exporters of Alcoholic beverages from India, with brands
available in over 100 countries.

Saket Somani
Senior Vice President, Finance & Strategy
somanis@radico.co.in [+91 11 4097 5403

This release contains statements that contain “forward looking statements” including, but without limitation,
statements relating to the implementation of strategic initiatives, and other statements relating to Radico
Khaitan’s future business developments and economic performance. While these forward-looking statements
indicate our assessment and future expectations concerning the development of our business, a number of
risks, uncertainties and other unknown factors could cause actual developments and results to differ materially
from our expectations. These factors include, but are not limited to, general market, macro-economic,
governmental and regulatory trends, movements in currency exchange and interest rates, competitive
pressures, technological developments, changes in the financial conditions of third parties dealing with us,
legislative developments, and other key factors that could affect our business and financial performance.
Radico Khaitan undertakes no obligation to publicly revise any forward-looking statements to reflect future /
likely events or circumstances.
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