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India, Germany boost ties ahead of EU FTA

Announce 27 outcomes, including 19 agreements, across sectors — from defence to semiconductors and supply chain

PHOTO: PTI

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 12 January

India and Germany on Monday
announced 27 outcomes — 19 agree-
ments and eight announcements — to
underline their deepening ties in
defence, security, the mobility of health
care workers, semiconductors, supply
chains, technology, and green energy,
and with an eye to enhancing bilateral
trade in the context of the impending
India-European Union (EU) trade deal.

Duringtheir discussionsin Ahmeda-
bad late Monday morning, German
Chancellor Friedrich Merz, who is on a
two-day visit to India, told Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi his country’s
“strong support” for the India-EU free-
trade agreement (FTA).

Merz asked the EU and New Delhi to
“urgently conclude” trade talks, which
would help strengthen supply chains dis-
rupted over the past year.

The trade deal is slated to be signed
on January 27 during the visit of
European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and European Council
President Antonio Costa, both of whom
will also be chief guests at this year’s
Republic Day parade.

During his talks with Modi, and at
their subsequent joint press briefing,
Merz spoke of instability in the world
order, and said it was ever more impor-
tant for India and Germany to take their
ties to a new level. He highlighted the
“strategic approach” that Germany was
taking in its relations with India to foster
closer economic and security ties to

E:N

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz conveyed ‘strong support’ to PM
Narendra Modi for the India-EU FTA, likely to be signed later this month

counter the instability.

“Rough winds are blowing, and we
must join forces to weather them,” Merz
said. He said Germany wanted closer
security cooperation with India so that it
was less dependent on Russia.

Modi underlined the importance the
German Chancellor placed on relations
with India since it was “his first visit not
only toIndia, butto Asia”, and that it was
taking place as the two countries
completed 25 years of strategic partner-
ship last year.

Addressing a gathering earlier in the
day, Merz said it was not a coincidence
thathis first visit to Asia, after taking over
as Chancellor eight months ago, had
been to India.

Bilateral trade in goods and services

between the two nations has increased
over 50 per cent in the past couple of
years, and reached $51.23 billion, with
Germany, India’s largest trading partner
inthe EU, accounting for over 25 per cent
of India’s trade with the bloc.

The German leadership has been
keen to double bilateral trade. Germany
is now home to 300,000 Indian passport
holders, including 60,000 students, a
number that has doubled in the past five
years. The two sides discussed Germany
setting up dedicated institutional
arrangements to look at issues of Indian
students and workers.

“Special emphasis hasbeen placed on
enhancing migration, mobility, and skil-
ling. India’s talented young workforce is
making asignificant contribution to Ger-

Bilateral bonhomie

m Germany looks at setting up
dedicated institutional
arrangements for issues faced by
Indian students and workers

= Germany makes € 1.24 billion
commitments under Green
and Sustainable Development
Partnership

m Berlin announces visa-free transit
for Indian passport holders

m Both nations to deepen military
cooperation via joint exercises and
exchanges of senior officials

m They signed agreements on defence

industrial cooperation, CEOs’ forum,
semiconductor ecosystem

many’s economy,” Modi said, adding
that the agreement on global skills part-
nership between the two countries
would especially facilitate the mobility of
health care professionals.

On defence ties, the Prime Minister
thanked the Chancellor “for simplifying
the processes related to defence trade”,
adding that the two countries would
work on a road map to enhance cooper-
ation between their defence industries,
“which will open up new opportunities
for co-development and co-production”.

Thetwoleaders also discussed global
and regional issues in detail, including
Ukraine and Gaza.

Germany committed itself to giving
1.24 billion euros under the flagship bilat-
eral Green and Sustainable Development

Partnership (GSDP), supporting priority
projects in renewable energies, green
hydrogen, PM e-Bus Sewa, and climate-
resilient urban infrastructure, including
metro networksin Suratand Ahmedabad.

Ofthe German government’s commit-
mentof10 billion euros until 2030, mostly
as concessionary loans, a payment of
approximately 5 billion euros has been
used or earmarked since 2022 for projects.

The two sides signed agreements on
defence industrial cooperation, setting
up a chief executive officers’ forum,
semiconductor ecosystem partnership,
green hydrogen and critical minerals. A
framework agreement for recruiting
health care professionals and another for
setting up a centre of excellence for skil-
ling in Hyderabad were also signed.

Germany announced visa-free transit
for Indian passport holders. The two
sides agreed toset up a foreign policy and
security dialogue, another on Indo-
Pacific. Germany said it would open an
honorary consulate in Ahmedabad.

On defence ties, the two sides
endorsed the commitment to deepen
military-to-military cooperation
throughjoint exercises, and trainingand
exchanges of senior officials.

Both leaders lauded the continuing
cooperation in submarines, obstacle
avoidance systems for helicopters, and
Counter Unmanned Aerial Systems (C-
UAS), and looked forward to enhanced
defence industrial collaboration.

India and Germany are negotiating a
$8billion submarine-manufacturingdeal.

With inputs from agencies

India partners Germany to develop green hydrogen infra

SHUBHANGI MATHUR
New Delhi, 12 January

India has partnered Germany to
develop green hydrogen infrastructure
and secure off-take of green ammonia.
This was announced after a meeting
between Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
in Ahmedabad.

Merz was accompanied by a delega-
tion of 23 chief executive officers (CEOS)
and industry leaders. The partnership
focuses on deepening bilateral engage-
ment while accelerating the adoption of
renewable energy in India.

India’s Petroleum and Natural Gas

Regulatory Board (PNGRB) signed a
memorandum of understanding (MoU)
with DVGW, a German technical and
scientific association for gas and water.

This is to establish a framework for
hydrogen integration in the country’s
natural gas infrastructure.

“The MoU is intended to support evi-
dence-based regulation and standard-
isation, initially for hydrogen blending
and progressively for 100 per cent
hydrogen applications, subject to statu-
tory mandate. It is a non-binding frame-
work, with specific activities to be
pursued through separately-agreed work
plans and arrangements,” said PNGRB.

Germany-based DVGW formulates

technical rules and test principles for gas
and hydrogen infrastructure and sup-
ports their application through stan-
dardisation and testing.

Under the partnership,
PNGRB would have access to
relevant DVGW technical
rules or test principles and
standards adoption forIndian
operating conditions. The
partnership would enable
exchange of practices on odorisa-
tion, leak detection and safety method-
ologies, along with technical exchanges.

PNGRBsaid network simulation tools
would be used for hydrogen blends of up
to 20 per cent initially with a roadmap

towards 100 per cent hydrogen.
Meanwhile, India’s AM Green
Ammonia also signed a long-term bind-
ing off-take agreement with Uniper
Global Commodities SE for
renewable ammonia, certified
asarenewable fuel of non-bio-
logical origin (RFNBO).
Under the agreement,
Uniper will off-take up to
500,000 tonnes of green
ammonia per year from AM Green.
The firstshipment is expected totake
place as early as 2028 from AM Green
Ammonia’s first 1 million tonne per
annum (MTPA) under-construction
plant in Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh.

“AM Green’s renewable ammonia is
designed to meet stringent European
RFNBO compliance standards. It is
enabling multiple downstream sectors,
includingammonia, aluminium, chemi-
cals, and other energy-intensive indus-
tries to lower their emissions significantly
forIndiaand the world,” said Anil Kumar
Chalamalasetty, founder of Greenko
Group and AM Green. Easier tostore and
transport compared to hydrogen, green
ammonia is produced by combining
green hydrogen with nitrogen.

The MoUswere part of the 27 bilateral
agreements signed on Monday, includ-
ing ajoint declaration of intent on coop-
eration in critical minerals.

Considerable
progress made
in trade talks
with EU: India

ARCHIS MOHAN
New Delhi, 12 January

A considerable amount
of progress has been
madeinthediscussions
on the India-European
Union (EU) trade deal,
with New Delhi invest-
ing much effort to
expand the country’s
export markets since
marketselsewhere have
come under pressure,
Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri (pictured) said in Ahmedabad
on Monday.

Addressinga press briefing in the afternoon fol-
lowing talks between visiting German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz and Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
Misri said he hasn’t had the opportunity to look at
the comments made by new US ambassador Sergio
Gor in New Delhi in the morning. Earlier in the day,
Gor said at the US Embassy in the national capital
that India and the US are actively negotiating a
trade deal, with a key call scheduled for Tuesday.

At his meeting with the PM, the German
Chancellor said his country strongly supported
the early conclusion of the India-EU free trade
agreement (FTA), and urged both sidesto “urgently
conclude” it. Later, Misri said the India-EU FTA is
likely tobe signed later this month during the India
visit of European Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen and European Council President
Antonio Costa.

The foreign secretary said the two deals — the
India-US bilateral trade agreement (BTA) and the
India-EU FTA — stand on their own, but “itis a fact
that the India-EU FTA has been under discussion
for alongtime”, and that there is “no doubt that on
account of developments in recent years, the
urgency for concluding this FTA has increased”.
Without specifically mentioning, he was alluding
to the pressure on Indian exports because of the
White House imposing 50 per cent additional tariff
on Indian goods.

Misri said the EU’s College of Commissioners
paid an “unprecedented visit” to India in February
2025duringwhich “a political decision was taken at
the highest level to expedite the conclusion of the
India-EU FTA”. Since then several intense rounds
of negotiations have taken place, including six
physical rounds and several virtual rounds, and “as
aresult, aconsiderable amount of progress hasbeen
made” in the negotiations for the India-EU FTA. He
said it “certainly” is an “effort” on India's part to
“look at expanding our markets even as markets
elsewhere come under pressure”.
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UTTAR PRADESH

Ecommerce push to make

MSME:s globally competitive

VIRENDRA SINGH RAWAT
Lucknow, 12 January

Uttar Pradesh is ramping up its ecom-
merce push to help the micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMEs) overcome
market barriers and become interna-
tionally competitive.

The state government is tying up with
ecommerce majors and online market-
places to strengthen the MSME sector,
which consists of more than 9 million
units spread across 75 districts. Under
the roadmap, entrepreneurs will be
offered free training to help them engage
seamlessly in domestic and cross-border
ecommerce.

The Yogi Adityanath government has
recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with global giant
Walmart under the ‘Walmart Vriddhi
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Supplier Development Programme’ to
integrate MSMESs into national and global
value chains.

“MSMEs form the backbone of the
state’s economy, and this partnership
would unlock new opportunities, expand
market access and create fresh avenues for
growth,” said Alok Kumar, additional chief
secretary for infrastructure and industrial
development, MSME and export promo-
tion. MSMEs will receive support in ecom-
merce processes, packaging, quality
standards, certifications, and market
access, Kumar said, adding that the initi-
ative would enhance the global competi-
tiveness of Uttar Pradesh’s enterprises.

The government has also on-boarded
other ecommerce majors under various
programmes, including the One District
One Product (ODOP) scheme. Flipkart, for
instance, has partnered with the state to

promote ODOP products including Khadi,
leather goods, carpets, agricultural prod-
ucts, potteries etc. The platform trains
micro entrepreneurs, startups, artisans
and women self-help groups to scale up
through digital marketplaces.

The UP Export Promotion Policy 2025-
30 places emphasis on ecommerce-led
exports, offering first-time exporters a
one-time incentive covering 75 per cent of
platform listing fee, up to I3 lakh. This
effectively lowers entry barriers and
facilitates global market access for the
state’s exporters.

Uttar Pradesh is aiming to achieve $50
billion in goods and services exports by
2030, up from $21 billion in 2024.

The MSME sector contributes 60
per cent to state’s annual industrial
output, and is critical to propel the ‘Make
in UP’ vision.

State steps up rooftop solar rollout

ANIL SHARMA
Jaipur, 12 January

Rajasthan, one of the leading producers
of solar energy in India, is making rapid
strides in the adoption of rooftop solar
power plants, said a state energy
department official. “On average, more
than 13,000 rooftop solar plants are
being installed every month in the
state,” he said.

After the state introduced a scheme
in October 2025, offering 150 units of
free electricity per month, consumers
have been making a beeline to install
rooftop solar plants in their homes, the
official added.

The official pointed out that state dis-
coms have also begun releasing the state
subsidy of 17,000 to consumers instal-
ling rooftop solar plants. “Jaiput,
Jodhpur and Ajmer Electricity Distribu-
tion Companies have transferred the
state subsidy amount to more than 2,000
consumers,” he added.

The 150 units per month free electricity
scheme was launched by the Rajasthan
government in October. Under it, regis-
tered consumers are provided a state sub-
sidy of 17,000 along with a central
subsidy of up to ¥78,000 for installing a

rooftop solar power plant of 1.1 kilowatt
and above capacity under the PM Surya
Ghar Yojana.

Hesaid thatin less than three months,
over 277,000 consumers have registered
for installing rooftop solar plants under
the scheme.

In 2025, between September and
December, over 44,950 rooftop solar
plants were installed in the state under
the yojana.

Currently, in terms of the number of
rooftop solar plants installed under this
scheme, Rajasthan ranks fifth in the
country with 124,258 installations, after
Gujarat (522,553), Maharashtra
(400,733), Uttar Pradesh (332,923) and
Kerala (179,878).

Under the PM Surya Ghar Yojana,
41,575 rooftop solar plants have been
installed under Jaipur Vidyut Vitran
Nigam, 41,647 under Ajmer Vidyut Vitran
Nigam, and 41,036 under Jodhpur
Vidyut Vitran Nigam. The total capacity
of rooftop solar plants installed under
this scheme in the state stands at 494
megawatt (Mw).

Rajasthan ranks third in the country
interms of total rooftop solar power plant
capacity installed wunder various
schemes.

CHHATTISGARH

Pole positionin
APAAR creation

R KRISHNA DAS
Raipur, 12 January

Chhattisgarh hastaken alead amongother
larger states in implementing the Auto-
mated Permanent Academic Account Reg-
istry (APAAR) system by generating
50,60,941 IDs for students as of January 7.

This is 88.63 per cent coverage out of the
57,10,207 students in 57,045 schools across
the state, representing the state’s big leap
towards digital education infrastructure.

With this, the state hasemerged asalea-
dingstate amongthe country’sbigger states
in generating the IDs, a permanent and se-
curedigital academic identity for students,
astate government spokesperson said.

At the district level, Bemetara has
recorded the highest coverage with 96.40
per cent of students getting their APAAR
IDs, followed closely by Rajnandgaon at
96.38 per cent. In addition, districtssuch as
Raigarh, Korea, Raipur, Korba, Dhamtari,
Durg and Balodabazar have completed
APAAR ID creation for over 93 per cent of
their students. Except for Narayanpur, Bija-
pur, Sukma, Balrampurand Dantewada, all
other districts have achieved more than 80
per centcoveragein APAAR ID generation,
the spokesperson added.

This Notice is hereby given to equity shareholders of the Company pursuant to the provisions of Section
124(6) of the Companies Act, 2013 (‘the Act”) read with Rules 6(3) of the Investor Education and Protection
Fund Authority (Accounting, Audit, Transfer and Refund) Rules, 2016 (“the Rules”), as amended from time
to time.

The Act and the Rules, amongst other matters, mandates the transfer of shares to the IEPF Authority in
respect of which dividends have remained unpaid or unclaimed for a consecutive period of seven years or
more. Further, the unpaid/unclaimed dividend amounts are also required to be transferred to the IEPF.

However, shares shall not be transferred to the IEPF Demat Account if:
* There exists a specific order of a Court, Tribunal, or other statutory authority restraining such transfer,or
¢ The shares are pledged or hypothecated in accordance with the provisions of the Depositories Act, 1996.

As provided under the Rules, the Company has sent individual communication to the concerned
shareholders whose shares and unpaid/unclaimed dividend are becoming due to be transferred to the
account of IEPF Authority pursuant to provisions of Companies Act, 2013, at their latest available
registered address with the Company.

Further in accordance with the Rules, the Company has also uploaded complete details of the concerned
shareholder(s) whose shares are due for transfer to IEPF Demat Account including the names, Folio No./DP
Id & Client Id of such shareholder number of shares and amount of unclaimed dividend for seven
consecutive years on its website at https://midhani-india.in/unpaid-unclaimed-dividend-list/. Such
disclosure on the Company’s website shall be treated as adequate notice in respect of issuance of new share
certificate(s) or corporate action, as the case may be, for the purpose of transferring shares to the IEPF
Demat Account.

Shareholders holding shares in physical form and whose names appear in the list uploaded on the
Company’s website are requested to approach the Company or its Registrar and Transfer Agent, M/s
Alankit Assignments Limited, on or before April 18, 2026, by submitting the following duly
completed documents:

* Investor Service Request Form ISR- 1;

¢ Form ISR-2;

¢ Form SH-13 (Nomination Form); and

* Form ISR- 3 (Opt-out of Nomination).

Along with supporting documents, including an original cancelled cheque bearing the name of the account
holder (in case of physical shareholding).
The Investor Service Request Forms can be downloaded from the Company’s website at:

Investor- Investor Relations- Investor Service Request Form.

In case the dividends are not claimed by April 18, 2026,the Company would initiate necessary action for
transfer of unclaimed dividends and shares held by the concerned shareholders in favour of the IEPF
Authority without any further notice, in accordance with the Rules as under:

¢ For shares held in physical form — New share certificate(s) in lieu of the original share certificate(s) will
be issued and transferred in favour of the IEPF Authority on completion of necessary formalities. The
original share certificate(s) which stand registered in the name of the shareholder(s) will be deemed
cancelled and non-negotiable.

¢ For shares held in demat form - The Company shall inform the Depositories to execute the corporate
action and debit the shares lying in the demat account of the shareholder(s) and transfer such shares in
demat account of IEPF Authority.

As per SEBI norms, outstanding payments will be credited directly to the bank account if the folio is KYC
Compliant. Payment can be made to shareholders holding shares in physical form if the folio is KYC
compliant.

The concerned shareholder(s) are further informed that all future benefits arising on such shares would
also be transferred to the IEPF Authority.

Please note that no claim shall lie against the Company in respect of unclaimed dividend amount and
equity shares transferred to the IEPF Authority pursuant to the said Rules.

The Shareholder(s) may note that in the event of transfer of their unclaimed dividends and shares to the
IEPF Demat account (including all benefits accruing on such shares, if any), the concerned shareholder(s)
are entitled to claim the same from the IEPF Authority by submitting an online application in the prescribed
web form IEPF-5 available at MCA V3 portal.

In case the shareholders have any queries or require any assistance on the subject matter, they may contact
the Company’s Registrar and Transfer Agents at:

Alankit Assignments Limited,
Address: Alankit House, 4E/2 Jhandewalan Extension, New Delhi - 110055, India
Telephone:+ 91-11-4254 1234, +91-11-4254 1954, + 91-11-4254 1201 and +91-11-2355 2001
Email:virenders@alankit.com For Mishra Dhatu Nigam Limited
Website:https:/ /www.alankit.com/ sd/-
Paul Antony
Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
(Nodal Officer)- IEPF
M.No. A29037

Place: Hyderabad
Date: 12.01.2026
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