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India pledges support for Bhutan's 13th five year plan

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Thimphu

India on Wednesday reaf-
firmed its "unwavering"
support to Bhutan’s 13th five-
year-plan as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi held talks
with former king Jigme
Singye Wangchuck and
joined Bhutanese leadership
to attend the Kalachakra ini-
tiation ceremony, hosted as
part of the Global Peace
Prayer Festival.

Following the meeting,
Modilauded Singye’s contri-
bution in further cementing
India-Bhutan ties and said
the discussions focused on
bilateral cooperation in areas
of energy, trade, technology
and connectivity.

"Discussed cooperation in
energy, trade, technology
and connectivity. Lauded the
progress in the Gelephu
Mindfulness City Project,
which aligns with our Act
East Policy,” Modi said on
social media. In the morning,
Modi inaugurated the
"Kalacakra Wheel of Time
Empowerment" at the Global
Peace Prayer Festival that
was attended by top

Prime Minister Narendra Modi emplanes for New Delhi after concluding his visit to Bhutan PTI

Bhutanese leadership,
including Bhutan King Jigme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
and Singye.

"This is an important ritual
with great cultural signifi-
cance for Buddhists around
the world. The Kalacakra
Empowerment is a part of

the ongoing Global Peace
Prayer Festival, which has
brought together devotees
and scholars of Buddhism to
Bhutan," Modi said on ‘X'.
Before leaving for New
Delhi, Modi said the out-
comes from his visit in
sectors such as energy,

healthcare and connectivity
will "add momentum to our
bilateral partnership”. In a
special gesture, King Jigme
Khesar came to the airport to
see off Modi. As Modi
wrapped up his two-day trip
to Bhutan, the Ministry of
External Affairs said the

prime minister reaffirmed
India’s unwavering support
to Bhutan’s 13th five-year-
plan (2024-2029), including
the economic stimulus pro-
gramme, emphasising New
Delhi’s commitment to
actively assisting the neigh-
bouring country in achieving
its key development priori-
ties and advancing sustain-
able growth across sectors.

“The Bhutanese side appre-
ciated India’s assistance for
Bhutan'’s 13th five-year-plan
period for various projects
under implementation
across Bhutan and their con-
tribution to the country’s
development," it said.

India has already commit-
ted to providing Rs 10,000
crore for Bhutan’s 13th five-
year-plan. Modi also con-
veyed India’s full support
for the Gelephu Mindfulness
City. The prime minister also
announced a decision to set
up an immigration check
post at Hatisar in Assam to
facilitate the movement of
investors and visitors to the
economic hub. A joint press
statement, referring to the
inauguration of the 1,020-
MW Punatsangchhu-II

hydropower project by PM
Modi and King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck, said it
stands as a testament to the
friendship and exemplary
cooperation between
Bhutan and India in the field
of hydropower. "The leaders
welcomed the understand-
ing reached regarding the
resumption of work on the
main dam structure of 1200
MW Punatsangchhu-I hydro-
electric project and agreed to
work for expeditious comple-
tion of the project,” it said.
"Once completed,
Punatsangchhu-I will be the
largest hydroelectric project
jointly developed by the two
Governments," it added.
The leaders also wel-
comed the active engage-
ments of Indian companies
in the hydropower projects
in Bhutan, and the Bhutanese
side expressed appreciation
for India’s announcement
of a concessional Line of
Credit of 4,000 crore to
fund the energy projects in
Bhutan. The two sides
emphasised the importance
of improving cross-border
connectivity and bolstering
border infrastructure.

Indian author
Neha Dixit
shortlisted

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
Delhi

M New

condolences to the Government

regarding two separate incidents

UN chief condemns Delhi car blast, calls for full investigation

demns acts of violence and terror-

Artistes perform during India Week celebrations under the Riyadh Season of
Saudi Arabia’s Global Harmony initiative in Riyadh PTI

Terror won't shake our souls,

say lsraeli PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M Jerusalem

Expressing solidarity with
"dear friend" Narendra Modi
and "brave people" of India,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on
Wednesday said that "terror
may strike our cities" but it

will never "shake our souls",
in strong condemnation of
the Delhi blast.

A powerful explosion ripped
through a slow-moving car
at a traffic signal near the
Red Fort metro station on
Monday evening, killing

12 people and injuring
several others.

for 2025
Moore Prize

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M London

Indian author Neha Dixit is
among four international
authors shortlisted for the
2025 Moore Prize for human
rights writing in London
on Wednesday.

Dixit's ‘The Many Lives of
Syeda X’ has been selected for
its portrayal of the “intersect-
ing injustices that define the
lives of women in India” to
capture how “resilience and
identity persist in the face of
structural power”. The winner
ofthe 1,000-pounds prize will
be unveiled on January 7, 2026.

“In a year when human
rights have been systematical-
ly violated and the suffering of
individuals too often reduced
to statistics, we are reminded
of the vital role that literature
plays in restoring the human
face to injustice,” said
Christopher G Moore, founder
of the foundation behind
the prize.

“Books remain among the
few instruments capable of
bearing witness to lives lived
under repression - of giving
voice to those silenced, disap-
peared, or forgotten. The
shortlisted titles for this year’s
Moore Prize exemplify that
moral courage. Each
work speaks in its own regis-
ter, yet all share a common
purpose: to illuminate
what happens when the
protections of human rights
are eroded and the bound-
aries of conscience are tested,”
he said.

‘Daughters of the Bamboo
Grove - China’s Stolen Children
and a Story of Separated Twins’
by Barbara Demick, ‘Looking at
Women Looking at War - A
War and Justice Diary’ by
Victoria Amelina and
‘Prosecuting the Powerful -
War Crimes and the Battle for
Justice’ by Steve Crawshaw
complete this year’s shortlist.

They span from the gripping
story of separated twins and
the impact of China’s one-
child policy to the horrific con-
sequences of the war in
Ukraine and a compelling
history of the prosecution of
war crimes. Dixit's work stands
out as a “searing account of a
life lived under constant, cor-
rosive tension in the world’s
most populous nation”.

United Nations Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has expressed
deep sorrow over the tragic loss of
lives in the car explosion near the
Red Fortin New Delhi and empha-
sised the need for a thorough
investigation into the incident,
according to his spokesperson.
“We also, of course, send our

and people of India for what has
happened there, and that also
needs to be fully investigated,” the
Secretary-General’s Deputy
Spokesperson, Farhan Hagq, said
during a daily press briefing on
Tuesday.

The explosion in central Delhi
claimed 12 lives and left several
others injured. Haq made these
remarks in response to questions

Trump urges Israel to

pardon PM

ASSOCIATED PRESS
W Jerusalem

US President Donald Trump on
Wednesday sent a letter to Israel’s
president asking him to pardon
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
in a long-running corruption trial
that has bitterly divided the country.
It was the latest attempt by Trump
to intervene in the case on behalf of
Netanyahu, raising questions about
undue American influence over
internal Israeli affairs.

Trump also called for a pardon for
Netanyahu during a speech to
Israel’s parliament last month,
when he made a brief visit to
promote his ceasefire plan for the
war in Gaza. In Wednesday’s letter
to President Isaac Herzog, Trump
called the corruption case “political,
unjustified prosecution”.

“As the Great State of Israel and
the amazing Jewish People move
past the terribly difficult times of the
last three years, | hereby call on you
to fully pardon Benjamin
Netanyahu, who has been a formi-
dable and decisive War Time Prime
Minister, and is now leading Israel
into a time of peace,” Trump wrote.
Netanyahu is the only sitting prime
minister in Israeli history to stand
trial, after being charged with fraud,
breach of trust and accepting bribes
in three separate cases accusing him

Netanyahu

of exchanging favours with wealthy
political supporters.

Netanyahu rejects the allega-
tions, and in Trump-like language
has condemned the case as a witch
hunt orchestrated by the media,
police and judiciary. Netanyahu
has taken the stand multiple times
over the pastyear, but the case has
been repeatedly delayed as he has
dealt with wars and unrest stem-
ming from Hamas-led militant
attacks of October 2023.

Israel’s presidency is a largely cer-
emonial office, but the president
does have the authority to grant
pardons. Herzog acknowledged
receiving the letter, but said that
anyone seeking a presidential
pardon must submit a formal
request.

Herzog has declined to say how
he would respond to a request by
Netanyahu, saying publicly only
that he believes the trial has been
adistraction and source of division
for the country and that he would
prefer to see Netanyahu and the
prosecution reach a settlement.

When Trump called for a pardon
in his speech last month, he
received a raucous standing ovation
from Netanyahu’s allies in parlia-
ment. But it has also raised ques-
tions about American influence
over Israeli policies, especially relat-
ing to security in the Gaza Strip.

Bridge at hydropower
station in China collapses

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA M Beijing

Abridge at a hydropower station in Aba Tibetan Qiang
Autonomous Prefecture of China collapsed on Tuesday,
Chinese official media reported. No casualties were
reported so far, State-run Global Times reported.

It said that the Honggqi Bridge at the local
Shuangjiangkou Hydropower Station in Barkam
County in the Aba Tibetan and Qiang Autonomous
Prefecture collapsed on Tuesday afternoon. Videos
circulating on social media showed the bridge
structure plunging into the river below, sending up a
huge cloud of dust.

The official as saying that relevant personnel detected
cracks on the road surface at the bridge head and the
slope, and immediately imposed traffic controls.

— the car explosion in New Delhi
and a suicide bombing in
Islamabad earlier the same day.

Addressing the situation in
Pakistan’s capital, Haq stated that
the UN chief was “deeply sad-
dened” by the suicide attack near
a police vehicle outside a court,
which killed at least 12 people
and injured 36 others.

“The Secretary-General con-

ism in the strongest terms. He reit-
erates that all perpetrators of terror-
ism must be held accountable and
calls for a full investigation,” Haq
added. Following the Islamabad
blast, Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif alleged that groups
“active with Indian support” were
behind the attack. India firmly dis-
missed the accusation, calling it
“baseless and absurd.”
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