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Notwithstanding PM Modi
endorsing Nitish Kumar to
continue as the Bihar CM, a
senior BJP leader active in
the poll campaign in the state
has warned the party leader-
ship not to get into the trap of
a game the JD-U chief  is
playing to ditch the party, not
immediately but in not a dis-
tant future, to tie up with the
RJD's Tejashwi Yadav.

He had done it in 2015 and
he can do it again to remain
in the CM's chair without
any challenge as he would be
more comfortable to handle
Tejashwi than the BJP's
Sushil Modi tipped to be
again the deputy CM, the
leader underlined.

He claimed Nitish is hob-
nobbing with Tejashwi, 31,
as he is not able to stomach
the humiliation of  his par-
ty's tally stopped at 43 as
against the BJP romping
home 74 seats. Nitish sus-
pects the BJP's hand in the
defeat of his many candi-
dates and as such he finds de-
pendence on the BJP for sur-
vival of  his government
strategically wrong.

He has sent feelers to Te-
jashwi through his aides to
scale down his outcry over

the loss of  the election and
be prepared for an alliance
with his JD-U. His party
sources say Nitish finds it
difficult to manage the saf-
fron party having a bumper
majority, while it will be
easier to manage Tejash-
wi, whose RJD emerged
the single largest party
with highest 75 seats.
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New Delhi: A high-level
committee, headed by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
has approved the release of
nearly Rs•4,382•cr to six
states as central assistance
for the natural calamities
they faced this year.

The funds will be released
to West Bengal, Odisha, Kar-
nataka, MP, Maharashtra
and Sikkim as assistance for
the damage caused by cy-
clone, floods and landslides
during the year. The high-
level committee has ap-
proved additional central as-
sistance of•Rs•4,381.88•cr to
six states from the NDRF, a
statement by the Home Min-
istry said. For cyclone 'Am-
phan', Rs 2,707.77 crore has
been approved for West Ben-
gal and Rs 128.23 cr for
Odisha. For cyclone 'Nisar-
ga', Rs•268.59 cr has been ap-
proved for Maharashtra.

For floods and landslides
during the South-West mon-
soon, Rs 577.84 cr has been
approved for Karnataka, Rs
611.61 cr for MP, and Rs 87.84
crore for Sikkim.

In the aftermath of  cy-
clone 'Amphan', Modi had
visited affected states of
West Bengal and Odisha on
May 22. As announced by
the PM , financial assistance
of  Rs 1,000 crore was re-
leased for West Bengal and
Rs 500 crore for Odisha, in
advance, on May 23 for im-
mediate relief activities in
the two states. In addition,
the prime minister had also
announced Rs 2 lakh ex-gra-
tia for the next of  kin of  the
dead and Rs 50,000 for the in-
jured, which was over and
above the ex-gratia provided
through theSDRF and the
NDRF, the statement said.

In all six states, the gov-
ernment had deputed Inter-
Ministerial Central Teams
immediately after the
calamities, without wait-
ing for the receipt of  memo
from the states. 

WHO to set up centre for traditional medicine in India
The World Health Organisa-

tion announced on Friday
that it will set up a Global

Centre for Traditional Medicine in
India, with Prime Minister Naren-
dra expressing confidence that
just like the country has emerged
as the 'pharmacy of  the world', the
WHO institution will become the
centre for global wellness.

WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus made the
announcement in a video message
at an event in which Prime Minis-
ter Modi dedicated two future-

ready Ayurveda institutions in
Jaipur and Jamnagar to the na-
tion via video conferencing on the
occasion of  the 5th Ayurveda Day.

The Institute of  Teaching and
Research in Ayurveda (ITRA),
Jamnagar and the NIA, Jaipur are
both premier institutions of
Ayurveda in the country.

The Jamnagar institute has been
conferred the status of  an Institu-
tion of  National Importance (INI)
by an act of  Parliament and the
one at Jaipur has been designated
an Institution Deemed to be Uni-

versity (De novo Category) by the
UGC, according to the AYUSH
ministry. In his video message,
Ghebreyesus said, "I am pleased to
announce that we have agreed to
open a WHO Global Centre of  Tra-
ditional Medicine in India to
strengthen the evidence, research,
training and awareness of  tradi-

tional and complementary medi-
cine." "This new centre will sup-
port WHO's efforts to implement
the WHO traditional medicine
strategy 2014-2023 which aims to
support countries in developing

policies and action plans to
strengthen the role of  traditional
medicine as part of  their journey
to universal health coverage and a
healthier, fairer and safer world,"
he said. Traditional systems of
medicine such as Ayurveda can
play an important role in integrat-
ed people-centric health services

and healthcare, but they have not
received enough attention, the
WHO DG said. Ghebreyesus also
lauded PM Modi for his commit-
ment to the universal coverage un-
der Ayushman Bharat and evi-
dence-based promotion of  tradi-
tional medicines to achieve health
related objectives.

Modi said Ayurveda is India's
heritage whose expansion entails
the welfare of  humanity and all In-
dians will be happy to see that the
country's traditional knowledge is
enriching other countries.

Rahul Gandhi like...
The former US president talks about other leaders too.
Russian President Putin is described as "Physically, he
was unremarkable." Current President-elect Joe Biden
is described as "a decent, honest, loyal man" who "might
get prickly if  he thought he wasn't given his due -- a
quality that might flare up when dealing with a much
younger boss." Obama, the review says, also writes
about "the handsomeness of  men like Charlie Crist and
Rahm Emanuel, but not the beauty of  women, except for
one or two instances, as in the case of  Sonia Gandhi,"
The former President said he had written the memoir
for young people. "More than anyone else, I wrote my
book for young people--as an invitation to once again re-
make the world, and to bring about, through hard work,
determination, and a big dose of  imagination, an Amer-
ica that finally aligns with all that is best in us," Obama
tweeted.

Another case filed...
Following the registration of  the case, Gandhi Nagar po-
lice station staff  had formally arrested Computer Baba
in jail on Thursday. Computer Baba was already in jail
for obstructing government officials during an anti-en-
croachment drive on November 8. The Baba had al-
legedly illegally occupied government land. The district
prosecution officer Akram Sheikh was present from the
government side. 

11 PAK SOLDIERS...
The shelling started at 11 a.m. and ended at 1 p.m. "Pak-
istan deliberately targeted civilian areas," the Indian
Army stated. Meanwhile, three civilians also lost their
lives while one BSF officer died in the shelling across
the LOC. Also, five civilians were reportedly injured in
the Sabziyan sector in Poonch. Pakistan is making all at-
tempts to push terrorists in the Valley; once the area is
covered in a blanket of  snow, it will not be able to sneak
in the infiltrators.  Hundreds of  terrorists are holed up
at launch pads across the Line of Control, waiting for in-
structions to cross over. According to preliminary re-
ports, Indian troops at forward posts spotted suspicious
movement along the LoC in the Keran sector on Friday.
Alert border troops foiled the infiltration bid which re-
sulted in the initiation of  unprovoked ceasefire viola-
tions from the Pakistan side. This was the second major
infiltration attempt within a week. The earlier unsuc-
cessful infiltration bid in Machal Sector on November
7/8 was foiled in which three terrorists were eliminated.

Khandwa receives national...
He added that the 54 km long river used to have water for
6 months and since its resuscitation it has become
perennial. Not just this The area of  irrigation has addi-
tionally increased by 3.5 lakh hectares due to revival.
The district administration has achieved the fete by
spending over Rs 235 crore, employing 2.5 lakh labour-
ers in the span of  11 months. Collector Ananya Dwivedi
said that revival work is underway for Ruparel and
Kaveri. She added that the villagers were mobilized to
contribute to the river reclamation. The villagers were
made aware of  the project and they contributed whole
heartedly to the various works including improving the
catchment of  the river, said Dwivedi.  Dwivedi added
that, the villages, agriculture, livestock well being, san-
itation, livelihood among others are all set to benefit
from the reclaimed Kaveri. The project not just guaran-
tees growth of  villagers on the either sides of  the river
but it has also help in creating ‘we feeling’ among them,
added Dwivedi. 

And Goddess Laxmi...
“Thanks to Goddess Laxmi. I am sure even these pieces
will be sold in time so that I can return to Narsinghpur
today only. I want to celebrate Diwali with my father and
family,” said Srajal.  Srajal said he had earned enough to
pay for the first installment of  Rs 6,500 for the fee but
added that he wants more to buy books and stationery.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Hindi University vice chancellor
Prof  Ramdev Bhardwaj said he was unaware of  the
case. “University has provision for waiving fees of  such
students. Let him come to us and we will do all to help
him. I can guarantee that his studies will be completed
with dignity,” said Bhardwaj. 

Continued from page 1
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India test-fires
QRSAM at ITR

New Delhi: India successful-
ly test-fired on Friday the
Quick Reaction Surface-to-
Air Missile (QRSAM) system
at an integrated test range in
Chandipur off  the Odisha
coast, officials said. The test-
firing of  QRSAM, having a
range of  30 km, paves the
way for its commercial pro-
duction, they said. "The QR-
SAM system has achieved a
major milestone by a direct
hit on a Banshee pilotless tar-
get aircraft at medium range
and medium altitudes," the
defence ministry said in a
statement.  "The system is ca-
pable of  detecting and track-
ing targets on the move and
engaging targets with short
halts. The system is designed
to give air defence coverage
against strike columns of
Army," the ministry said.

Nitish playing game,
fears BJP neta

Farmers’ talks
with Centre

constructive:
Punjab CM

Chandigarh: Punjab CMA-
marinder Singh welcomed
the positive spirit in which
the farmers' unions and the
Centre held discussions on
Friday on the imbroglio over
the farm laws and other re-
lated issues.

Singh said the meeting had,
for the first time, enabled the
two sides to talk in an open
environment The fact that
both sides came to the table
and agreed to find solutions
suggests that they had come
to a mutual realisation on the
need to find solutions to the
prolonged crisis triggered by
the farm laws, he said.

Citing media reports, the
CM hoped the farmers'
unions' internal discus-
sions on Nov 18, ahead of
another meeting with the
Centre on Nov 21, would
help identify the concrete
ways and means to thrash
out the various points
raised at Friday's extensive
discussions. Punjab has
been badly hit by the current
crisis triggered by the farm
laws, said the CM.
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Rampal’s Aussie friend in NCB net
MUMBAI: Bartel was reportedly in regular contact with

Agisialos Demetriades, an alleged drug peddler, arrested
by NCB in Oct., and the brother of  Gabriella Demetriades,
Rampal's live-in partner. An architect living in Bandra,
Bartel was questioned by NCB on Thursday and early Fri-
day placed under arrest in the same case in which Bolly-
wood actress Rhea Chakraborty and at least 20 others have
been arrested in the past three months of  NCB probe.

Since this afternoon, Rampal is being grilled by the NCB,
his girlfriend Gabriella was questioned for more than 12
hours spread over Wednesday-Thursday, while Bartel was
quizzed on Thursday.


