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IMRAN MOJIB
Patna, 14 November

Women in Bihar voted
overwhelmingly for the NDA
in the Assembly elections.
This was evident from the
turnout figures, as women
voted 9% more than men in
the record-breaking polling.

Itisusually difficult to gauge
the voting preferences of rural
women beforehand, but this
time the undercurrent of support
driven by the Rs 10000 assistance
provided under the
Mukhyamantri Rozgar Yojana
was clearly visible. It appears
that women, ingeneral, placed
strong trust in Nitish Kumar.

Cash schemes have been
the reason behind the ruling
parties’ victories in several
states, which encouraged the
Nitish Kumar-led NDA
government to offer every
eligible woman Rs10,000 in
cash assistance along with
collateral-free loans of up to
Rs2 lakh. This cash transfer

became the NDAs winning
formula in Bihar as well.

However, political observers
believe that this programme
was not just about money; it
was the beginning of
self-employment.

Nitish Kumar was among
the first leaders to recognise
women, who form nearly 48%
of Bihar’s total electorate, as a
distinct and influential

INDIA

EFromcyclestocashtransfers: Nitish’'s
women-centricpoliciespay off

constituency. He has consistently
nurtured this base through
various welfare schemes. Initially,
he had avoided relying solely
on cash handouts as welfare
politics.

Initiatives such as 50%
reservation for women in
panchayati raj institutions and
urban bodies, 35% reservation
ingovernment jobs, the bicycle
distribution scheme for

schoolgirls, financial assistance
forthe education and marriage
of daughters, measures to
enhance women’s participation
inagriculture, and the prohibition
of liquor have earned him
strong supportamong women
voters.

The additional grant of Rs
10,000 to 1.51 crore women
just before the elections further
consolidated this backing,.
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HCrefusestoentertain
Kerala’spleatodeter SIR

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Kochi, 14 November

The Kerala High Court on
Friday refused to entertain
the plea filed by the Left
government seeking deferment
of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral
rolls in the state, being
undertaken by the Election
Commission ahead of elections
to local self-
government institutions.
Assingle bench of Justice V
G Arun said similar matters
are already pending before
the Supreme Court and hence,
judicial discipline demands
the High Court to refrain from
hearing the matter.
“Judicial discipline and
comity also require this Court
to refrain from entertaining
the writ petition. For the
aforementioned reasons, the
writ petition is closed, leaving
it open to the petitioner to
move the Supreme Court or

toapproach this Court depending
on the outcome of the petitions
pending before the SC,” the
court said.

The state government had
prayed for deferring the SIR
till 21 December, 2025, that is
till the completion of the
process of 2025 general elections
to Local Self Government
institutions (LSGI). It had
argued that undertaking SIR
simultaneously with the LSGI
election would affect the
smooth conduct of the LSGI
election.

Appearing for the Kerala
government,Advocate
General(AG) K Gopalakrishna
Kurup argued that the state
has not questioned the validity
of the Election Commission’s
SIR and that the writ petition
is confined solely to seeking
its deferment within the state
until the local body elections
are concluded.

“The writ petition is strictly
limited to seeking deferment

of the SIR in Kerala,” he told
the court.

Senior Advocate Rakesh
Dwivedi, appearing for ECI,
submitted that SIR in the state
has been scheduled in the
backdrop of assembly elections
due in Kerala next year.

Dwivedi also said that the
state government's
apprehensions regarding
administrative strain are wholly
unfounded, pointing out that
the State Election Commission
was not raising any such
concerns.

He submitted that the SIR
exercise was announced as
early as 27 October. BLOs
were appointed and trained,
and the SIR began on 4
November. By now, 55 percent
of the enumeration work has
been completed, and the entire
process is to be concluded
within one month, ending on
4 December. This exercise
involves only obtaining the
elector’s signature.
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