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Five persons were killed in an
explosion and fire on an

ONGC drillship, Sagar Bhushan,
during repair works at the
Cochin shipyard Limited (CSL)
in Kochi on Tuesday morning.

Four persons were admit-
ted to a private hospital in
Kochi with injuries and doctors
said that the condition of one
of them, who had suffered 45
percent burns, was serious.
The shipyard announced an
immediate assistance of �10
lakh each to the families of
those killed in the accident. It
would also bear the expenses of
the treatment of the injured.

According to the CSL, the
explosion reportedly occurred
in a front tank of the drillship,
dry-docked at the shipyard for
the past one month, during
works for removing steel plates
using gas cutters. Preliminary
assumption was that the fire
was triggered by a blast that
could have occurred due to gas
leakage during welding work.

“There would be no explo-
sion without (leakage of) gas.

What gas it was has to be ascer-
tained through a detailed
inquiry… We are doing our
probe. The police will be hold-
ing their investigations,” said
CSL chairman and managing
director Madhu S Nair. An
internal investigation is being
held under the operations
director of the shipyard.

Apart from this, the
Department of Factories and
Boilers and the Director
General, Shipping will also
hold inquiries into the incident.
Nair said that the shipyard
would examine whether there
was any lapse in the security
inspections carried out rou-
tinely. The Kochi Police have
already initiated their investi-
gation into the accident.

According to sources, KB
Jayan of Thevara, a contract fire
watchman who was killed in
the accident, had sounded
warning about gas but the
blast took place before required
measures could be initiated.
The others killed were identi-
fied as MM Ramshad of
Vypeen, Gevin Reji from
Pathanamthitta, CS

Unnikrishnan of Eroor and
MV Kannan from Vyttila.

Two of the deceased were
contract workers while three
belonged to the fire safety wing
of the shipyard, according to

sources. Union Shipping
Minister Nitin Gadkari and
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan offered condolences
to the families of those killed in
the accident while the ONGC,

owner of the drillship, said the
cause of the blast was being
ascertained.

Gadkari assessed the situ-
ation at the shipyard through a
phone conversation with the

CSL chief. A representative of
Pon Radhakrishnan, Union
Minister of State for Shipping,
is expected to visit the shipyard.
Chief Minister Pinarayi
informed that instructions had
been given for ensuring prop-
er emergency medical care for
the injured workers.

Kochi City Police
Commissioner MP Dinesh
who visited the shipyard said
the deaths were caused by
smoke inhalation due to the
smoke that filled the tank area
after the explosion. He said the
fire was put out completely
within some time. It has been
alleged that there was a delay
in informing the Government’s
safety and security agencies
about the accident.

There were 12 people at
work on the ship when the
explosion and fire occurred at
around 9.15 am on Tuesday just
before the workers were to
take a short morning break.
That the passage to the tank
was narrow and smoke and fire
filled the space instantly made
it difficult for the workers to
escape the accident, said
sources.

According to Madhu Nair,
ONGC’s 1987-built drillship
Sagar Bhushan, the mainte-
nance works of which were
being carried out by the CSL
for the past 25 years, had
arrived at the shipyard for
repair works on December 7
and it had been at the dry dock
since January 12.
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The Indian Coast Guard on
Tuesday apprehended seven

Pakistani fishermen and seized
their boat for venturing into
Indian waters off Gujarat coast.

According to official
sources, the fishing boat, 'Al-
Hilal', was detected inside
Indian waters around 16 nau-
tical miles off the coast of
Jakhau in Kutch region by the
Indian Coast Guard Ship.

In January PMSA also
arrested 17 Indian fishermen
off Gujarat coast for allegedly
fishing in Pakistan.
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With her
e y e s

on rural
polls and
a s s u m i n g
the BJP as her main chal-
lenger, Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday launched a plethora of
populist schemes to woo vot-
ers and ruthless broadside
against the Narendra Modi
Government at the Centre for
destabilising Indian economy
and dividing India along com-
munal lines.

Speaking at a Government
function at Nadia, Banerjee tar-
geted a cross-section of the
rural population not least the
“refugees” whom she advised to
ready their papers and lap up
a windfall of 13,000 pattas
(land deeds) specially meant for
them.

The “patta message” for the
trans-border immigrants,
Banerjee increased the month-
ly Government largesse for the
retired farmers from �750 to
�1,000 and promised �25,000
wedding gift each for the girls
beyond 18 years of age. This,
apart from 30 lakh cycles to be
distributed among Class IX
students this year and pension
schemes for auto rickshaw dri-
vers, casual workers and even
domestic helps.

Even as the Chief Minister
showered dollops of
Government grants she lam-
basted the BJP Government for
“robbing the poor of their
rights” and “dividing the nation
along communal lines.”

-�!�����

	
�������
���	
�����	���!�	�

���	����	�$�����������
$� $;%;

The diarrhoea situation wors-
ened in southern parts of

Kolkata and some adjacent sub-
urbs with more than 2,000 peo-
ple falling victim to the water-
borne disease, Kolkata Municipal
Corporation sources said.

While Mayor Sovan
Chatterjee denied any report of
water contamination contra-
dicting his senior officials’
assertion that ongoing under-
ground sewer renovation works
could have triggered the crisis,
situation worsened and reports

of infections came pouring
from newer areas across a large
part of southern Kolkata spread
over about 10-15 wards threat-
ening more 10 lakh people,
sources said.

Hospitals were crammed
with patients and “many vic-
tims had to be refused admis-
sion because of shortage of
beds,” staff at Beleghata ID
Hospital and Bagha Jatin State
General Hospital said.

The disease had spread to
Kasba, Dhakuria, Salimpur,
Jadavpur, parts of posh
Tolygunge in the past one day
after initially hitting areas at
Bagha Jatin, Santoshpur
sources said. “We are prepared
with ample number of ORS
and medications and hope the
situation will be controlled in
a day’s time” the Mayor said.
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All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul
Muslimeen president and

member of Lok Sabha from
Hyderabad Asaduddin Owaisi
has questioned the silence of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and others on the Sunjwan
Army Camp terror attack in
which seven Army personnel,

including five
Muslims died while
fighting against the
terrorists. 

“Why has the
Prime Minister not
tweeted about the
incident even after four days,”
he questioned.

Out of the seven killed in
Jammu, five were Kashmiri

Muslims. Now every-
body is silent on their
death,” Owaisi said, ask-
ing “why such silence
on this issue?”

The Hyderabad MP
said, “the people who

question the integrity of
Muslims and those who call
Muslims Pakistani," will have to
take a lesson from this.
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Bitter rivals Samajwadi Party
and the Bahujan Samaj

party in Uttar Pradesh, still
wary of joining hands to
counter the BJP, are likely to
come on one platform in dis-
tant Karnataka.

The Bahujan Samaj Party
announced to contest the
upcoming Karnataka State
Assembly elections in alliance
with the former Prime Minister
HD Deve Gowda-led Janata
Dal (Secular).

Deve Gowda has now
invited the Samajwadi Party
patriarch Mulayam Singh
Yadav to join the alliance and
campaign for the Assembly
elections.

Mulayam Singh Yadav was
the Defence Minister in HD
Deve Gowda-led United Front
Government at the Centre in
1996.

Samawjadi Party sources
here on Tuesday said party
president Akhilesh Yadav will
also campaign for the JD(S) in
Karnataka Assembly polls.

.&"�9.&�������������
�4;.<�������������




