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Donald Trump is the single-most unqualified human-being to ever

assume the Presidency of the United States. He is mentally unfit

FILM DIRECTOR ROB REINER
ON US PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP NEW DELHI, FRIDAY 15 DECEMBER 2017
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S
outh Korean President
Moon Jae-In will meet
with his Chinese coun-
terpart Xi Jinping in

Beijing today amid mixed
US signals about potential talks
to resolve the North Korean
nuclear crisis.

Relations between Bei-
jing and Seoul have encoun-
tered their own rough patch
over the US military's deploy-
ment of a powerful anti-mis-
sile defence system in the
South to counter the North's
threats.

Moon hopes to “normalise”
ties during the visit, his office
has said, after Beijing imposed
economic measures against
South Korean companies, a
move seen as retaliation to the
installation of the THAAD
(Terminal High Altitude Area
Defense) system.

China sees the deploy-
ment as a threat to its own
security.

Moving past the dis-
agreement has become
increasingly important amid
growing concern that bellicose
rhetoric between Washington
and Pyongyang could spark
war on the Korean peninsu-
la.

“The highlights to watch
of the visit would be whether
the two sides (Seoul and Bei-
jing) can start a dialogue and
cooperation mechanism on
the DPRK (North Korea)
nuclear issue,” said Zhu Feng,
international studies profes-
sor at Peking University.

China has long refused to
countenance the possibility
that the North's Communist
regime could collapse.

But a series of nuclear
and missile tests combined
with pressure from US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has
pushed Beijing to reconsid-
er its position and prioritise
improving relations with
Seoul.

“It is a very uncertain peri-
od,” Zhu said. “The two sides
need high-level dialogues
and dialogues between mil-
itaries. These dialogues can-
not really start without the nor-
malisation of the bilateral
relations.” Moon's visit comes
after US Secretary of State Rex
Tillerson said Washington
was ready to talk to North
Korea “without precondi-
tions”, though it remains
determined to force
Pyongyang to give up its
nuclear arsenal.

China and Russia respond-
ed positively to Tillerson's
remarks, even after the White
House appeared to put his pro-
posal in question by saying
Trump's “views on North
Korea have not changed.”

Beijing has pressed for
talks to peacefully resolve
the crisis, but there are sig-
nals that it has begun to pre-
pare for the possibility of the
North's collapse.

Tillerson said Tuesday that
US and Chinese officials have
discussed scenarios in case
the North Korean regime falls,
including steps to deal with
refugees crossing the bor-
der, and how to secure
Pyongyang's nuclear weapons.

Washington's top diplomat
said these discussions involved
him, the US defence secretary
and military chief, and senior
Chinese officials. Such dis-
cussions were unthinkable just
a few months ago.

China,SouthKorea
leaderstodiscuss
NorthKoreanukes
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The US State Department
said today its policy on North
Korea “has not changed,” fol-
lowing remarks by Secretary
of State Rex Tillerson that
Washington is ready to talk
without prior conditions.

Tillerson's comments,
made yesterday, were inter-
preted by some experts as a
softening of the US position.

The Secretary of State stat-
ed the need for a “period of
calm” in Pyongyang's nuclear
and ballistic tests before nego-
tiations could begin.

However, he also said talks
could begin “without pre-
conditions,” including with-
out confirmation that Kim
Jong- Un's regime will aban-

don its nuclear program.
Tillerson had said in August

that “a condition of those
talks is there is no future
where North Korea holds
nuclear weapons.”

“The secretary was not
creating a new policy, our
policy remains exactly the
same as it was,” State Depart-
ment spokeswoman Heather
Nauert said today.

“We remain open to dia-
logue when North Korea is will-
ing to conduct a credible dia-
logue on the peaceful denu-
clearization of the Korean
peninsula,” she said, adding

“clearly the time is not right
now” and that the State
Department is “on the same
page” as the White House on
the issue.

Donald Trump's national
security advisor, H.R. McMas-
ter, also said today that denu-
clearization is “the only viable
objective in North Korea.”

“Talks with North Korea
won't be an end in them-
selves,” he added during a con-
ference organised by the
Jamestown Foundation
research institute in Wash-
ington.

Meanwhile, he interpret-

ed Tillerson's offer of discus-
sions “without preconditions”
as meaning that the US is “not
going to relieve any pressure
on North Korea, or cave in to
any demands for pay offs.”

Tillerson yesterday told
the Atlantic Council policy
forum that North Korea is
welcome to talk about anything
at a first meeting -- even the
weather.

“Let's just meet and let's
talk about the weather if you
want and talk about whether
it's going to be a square table
or a round table if that's what
you're excited about,” he said.

But elsewhere in his
remarks, Tillerson insisted
the US- led pressure campaign
of economic and diplomatic
sanctions would continue
until “the first bomb drops.”

�US policy on N Korea has not changed�

Moon hopes to normalise ties during the visit after Beijing imposed sanctions

South Korean President Moon Jae-In and Chinese President
Xi Jinping (R) shake hands at the end of a signing ceremony
at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on Thursday. AFP
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Chinese security personnel
beat and severely injured
a South Korean photo-
journalist covering Presi-
dent Moon Jae-In's visit
to Beijing today, a South
Korean media group said.

The scuffle took place
hours before Moon was
scheduled to meet with
Chinese President Xi Jinping
in an attempt to ease ten-
sions over the US deploy-
ment of a missile defence
system in South Korea.

The incident occurred at
a Beijing convention cen-
tre during the opening cer-
emony of a trade partner-
ship event attended by
Moon, who began his four-
day state visit yesterday.

South Korean photog-
raphers protested after
security personnel stopped
them from fol lowing
Moon's delegation.

The guards then grabbed
one photographer by the
neck and threw him to the
floor, and seized anoth-
er's camera, according to
the Korea Press Photogra-
phers Association (KPPA).

When the guards tried
to block journalists from
entering another event
hall, even though they
showed identity cards, a
photographer surnamed
Lee objected.

We remain open to dialogue when North
Korea is willing to conduct a credible dialogue
on the peaceful denuclearization of the 
Korean peninsula�

Chinese guards beat 
South Korean scribe
covering Moon visit
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Militant organisation
Hamas has said Palestine
will continue with its pro-
ject of liberation and resis-
tance in all forms, accord-
ing to a statement released
on the occasion of the 30th
anniversary of its founda-
tion which will be observed
on Thursday.

The group on Wednes-
day said it was preparing
the "place and the tools"
to lead its people "to lib-
eration" and added that in
order to fulfill the plan, "it
chose the path of recon-
ciliation and the elimina-
tion of all forms of division
consciously and insistently,
and will remain united
behind the gun of libera-
tion", Efe news reported.

Hamas and the Pales-
tinian nationalist party
Fatah, led by Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas,
are trying to move for-
ward with a seemingly
deadlocked process of rec-
onciliation, under which
the Islamist organisation
has pledged to surrender
control of the Gaza Strip,
which they took by force
ten years ago, and hand it
over to the Palestinian
National Authority, chaired
by Abbas. Palestine cele-
brates the 30th anniversary
of its foundation at a time
of tensions after the US
President Donald Trump
announced on December
6 his decision to recognise
Jerusalem as the capital of
Israel. IANS
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Global humanitarian NGO
Medecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF) announced on Thurs-
day that at least 6,700 Rohingya
were killed after violence broke
out in Myanmar's Rakhine
state late August.

Based on surveys of refugees
in Bangladesh, the number is
much higher than Myanmar's
official figure of 400, reports
the BBC.

"In the most conservative
estimations" at least 6,700 of
those deaths have been caused

by violence, including at least
730 children under the age of
five, MSF said in a reports.

MSF also known as Doc-
tors Without Borders, said it
was "the clearest indication yet
of the widespread violence" by
Myanmar authorities.

"What we uncovered was
staggering, both in terms of the
numbers of people who report-
ed a family member died as a
result of violence, and the
horrific ways in which they said
they were killed or severely
injured," MSF Medical Direc-
tor Sidney Wong said.

Among the dead children

below the age of five, MSF said
more than 59 per cent were
reportedly shot, 15 per cent
burnt to death, 7 per cent
beaten to death and 2 per
cent killed by landmine blasts.

More than 647,000
Rohingya have fled into
Bangladesh after military
crackdown began on August
25 following Rohingya Arsa mil-
itants attack on more than 30
police posts, the BBC report-
ed. After an internal investi-
gation, the Myanmar Army in
November exonerated itself of
any blame regarding the cri-
sis. It denied killing any civil-

ians, burning their villages, rap-
ing women and girls, and
stealing possessions.

The Muslim-majority com-
munity are denied citizen-
ship by Myanmar, where they
are seen as immigrants from
Bangladesh. The government
does not use the term Rohingya
but calls them Bengali Mus-
lims. "The numbers of deaths
are likely to be an underesti-
mation as we have not surveyed
all refugee settlements in
Bangladesh and because the
surveys don't account for the
families who never made it out
of Myanmar," Wong added.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin kicked off an annual
press conference today, his first
major public appearance
since announcing he would
seek a new six-year term in
March 2018 elections.

The marathon event has
in the past lasted up to almost
five hours and this year more
than 1,600 journalists were
accredited.

Proceedings began with a
question from a Moscow radio
station on the reasons the pres-
ident was seeking re-elec-
tion, after the long-expected
confirmation of his candi-
dacy last week.

“To improve quality of life
for Russians,” said Putin, who
has been in power since 1999
and could become the coun-
try's longest-serving leader
since Joseph Stalin if he wins
a fourth term.

Putin said he would stand
for election as an independent
candidate rather than with the
backing of his traditional
party, United Russia, despite
“counting on the support of
the political forces that share
my point of view about the
development of the coun-
try”.

A journalist asked about the
state of the opposition in
polls in which Putin will face
only nominal competition
and is all but certain to cruise
to victory.

According to a survey pub-
lished by independent poll-
ster Levada on Wednesday, 75
percent of Russians would be

prepared to vote for Putin in
March, despite having yet to
hear any specific campaign
pledges.

“Is it up to me to form the
opposition myself?” Putin
replied. “I think in politics, as
in the economy, there should
be competition. I will strive
for this.”

One of these opponents is
Ksenia Sobchak, a former
socialite turned liberal TV
presenter who many suspect
is running as Kremlin “spoil-
er” candidate to split the
opposition and boost inter-
est in the polls.

Sobchak, whose father
was Putin's political mentor
and who is rumoured to be
the president's goddaugh-
ter, was at today's event as a
journalist for opposition tele-
vision channel Dozhd and was
expected to be allowed to

ask a question.
Opposition leader Alexei

Navalny is officially barred
from appearing on the ballot
paper because of a criminal
conviction, which he says
was politically motivated.

Putin's main challenge
will be to convince Russians
to vote at all in an election that
he is widely expected to win.
According to Levada, only 28
per cent of Russians said they
were certain to vote in March.

As in previous years, there
was something of a carnival
atmosphere in the press con-
ference hall with journalists
holding signs to attract the
president's attention and one
reporter even dressed as the
Russian equivalent of Father
Christmas, an AFP corre-
spondent said.

Signs offered an indication
of the sort of question the
reporters would ask if given
the floor by the president
and slogans included “chil-
dren,” ”agriculture,” “Kras-
noyarsk is choking,” and “spir-
itual foundations”.

Placards larger than A3
would be banned from the hall,
the Kremlin press service
said.

Presidential spokesman
Dmitry Peskov said Putin
spent all of the previous day
preparing for his 13th such
press conference.

The president typically
answers questions on a broad
range of topics - from foreign
policy to the state of provin-
cial roads to his private life -
and receives televised requests
from the far corners of Rus-
sia. 

�Candidate Putin� makes first
appearance at annual presser

Russian President Vladimir
Putin speaks during his
annual press conference in
Moscow on Thursday. AFP
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