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ðzkuËhk ykð]r¥k÷kufr{ºk, LOKMITRA

322 sqLk 2018, þw¢ðkh

þk¤™k rðãkÚkeo-rðãkÚkeoyku™u
xfkW rðfk‚™k ÷ûÞku™u MÚkk™eÞ
MŒh …h Sð™{kt ‚r¢ÞŒk ‚kÚku
y…™kððk {kxu «urhŒ fhðk™k
WÆuþÚke ðÕzoÔÞq yußÞwfuþ™u nkðozo
$xh™uþ™÷ rh÷uþ t‚ fkôr‚÷
(ykEykh‚e)™e ‚kÚku {¤e nkðozo
{k uz÷ Þ q™kRx uz ™ uþ t‚
(yu[yu{Þ qy u™) $rzÞk™ w t
ykÞkus™ fhðk™ku r™ýoÞ ÷eÄku Au.
yk yktŒhhk»xÙeÞ ‚tƒtÄku …h yuf
[kh rËð‚eÞ ‚B{u÷™ Úkþu, su™u
12 Úke 15 yku„Mx,2018 ‚wÄe
niËhkƒkË{kt nkR Mfq÷ MxqzutxT‚ {kxu
ykÞk u rsŒ fhðk{k t  ykðþ u.
fkuLVht‚™e ykX{e ykð]r¥k™e Úke{
nþu- 'yuõx xq RB…uõx'. Œu{kt «uhf
r«Œr™rÄ ¼k„ ÷uþu su y®n þe¾e

y™u  y…™kðe™ u  ðkMŒrðf
Ëwr™Þk{kt …kuŒk™k ‚{wËkÞ{kt Œu™u
÷k„q fhðk™wt fk{ fhþu.

yk ðkr»k of  ‚B{ u÷™{k t
nkRMf q÷™k «rŒr™rÄ
yktŒhhk»xÙeÞ {níð™e ‚{MÞkyku
…h „t¼eh ®[Œ™-{™™ fhu Au y™u
‚kiÚke {níð…qýo ‚{kÄk™k u …h
[[k o  fh u  A u .  s u Ú k e  …k uŒ k™k
‚{wËkÞku{kt ‚fkhkí{f ƒË÷kð
÷kðe þf u.  Œ u™ w t  { wÏÞ Vk uf‚
Þ q™kRx uz ™ uþ t‚™k ‚Mx u™ uƒ÷
zuð÷…{uLx „kuÕ‚™u «kó fhðk™wt
Au. yu[yu{Þqyu™ $rzÞk yuf
yußÞwfuþ™ r{þ™ zÙkRð nkuÞ Au,
su r¢rxf÷ ®Úk®f„ y™u fqx™erŒ™e
f¤k y™u ‚nÞku„™k {níð …h
«fkþ …kzu Au. (1-7)

nkðozo ykEykh‚e y™u ðÕzoÔÞq yußÞwfuþ™ {¤e nkðozo
{kuz÷ Þqyu™ R®zÞk™e 8{e ykð]r¥k™wt fhþu ykÞkus™

™„hs™ku ‚kÚku Þku„ fhŒk
{nu‚q÷ {tºke fkirþf¼kR …xu÷

 y{ËkðkË fktfrhÞk ¾kŒu yksu
rðï Þku„ rËð‚™e Wsðýe{kt
{nu‚q÷ {tºke fkirþf¼kR …xu÷u
™„hs™ku ‚kÚku W…rMÚkŒ hne Þku„
fÞko nŒk.

{tºke fkirþf¼kR …xu÷u fÌkwt nŒwt
fu, rðï Þku„ rËð‚™e WsðýeÚke
Þku„ rðþu™e òýfkhe y™u Œu™wt
{níð ‚{òÞ Œu {kxu ðzk«Äk™ ©e
™huLÿ¼kR {kuËeyu yksÚke [kh ð»ko
…nu÷kt Þw™kRxuz ™uþL‚{kt yk…ýe
yk Þku„ ‚tMf]rŒ™k fkÞo¢{ku rðï{kt
yuf ‚kÚk u ÚkkÞ Œu {kxu Þw™ku{kt
Ëh¾kMŒ fhe y™u yu™ku Mðefkh ÚkÞku
y™u Ëuþ-rðËuþ{kt yk rËð‚™u Þku„

rËð‚ Œhefu WsðkÞ Œuðwt ykÞkus™
fhðk{kt ykÔÞwt. yksu „wshkŒ{kt
{nk™w¼kðk u™e W…rMÚkrŒ{k t 1
fhkuzÚke ðÄkhu ÷kufkuyu Þku„{kt ¼k„
÷R Þku„ rðþu™e òýfkhe y™u
Þku„™e ŒkfkŒ™wt r™Ëþo™ fÞwO Au.
Þku„ y™u ykÞwðuoË yu ¼khŒ™e ‚k[e
yku¤¾ Au y™u yk…ýe ‚tMf]rŒ Au.
yksu ™rn …ý r™htŒh yk «r¢Þk
s™-s™ fhu y™u Œ™-{™ MðMÚk
hk¾u Œuðe y…uûkk Œu{ýu ÔÞõŒ fhe
nŒe. yk fkÞo¢{{k t ™„h™k
{nk™w¼kðku, ¼kR-ƒnu™ku y™u
ƒk¤fku {kuxe ‚tÏÞk{kt W…rMÚkŒ hÌkk
nŒk.

y{ËkðkË{kt 750Úke ðÄw rËÔÞkt„ ¼kR-ƒnu™kuyu
‚kR÷Lx Þku„k r™Ëþo™ fhe ðirïf RrŒnk‚ håÞku

„e™eÍ ðÕzo  ykuV
hufkuzo™e xe{u Þku„k
r™Ëþo™™wt …rhûký fÞwo

{wÏÞ{tºke©e rðsÞ¼kE
Y…kýeyu yksu rðï Þku„ rËð‚™e
Wsðýe ‚tË¼uo y{ËkðkË rMÚkŒ
S.yu{.ze.‚e. fLðuLþ™ nku÷ ¾kŒu
rËÔÞkt„s™ku™k Þku„ r™Ëþo™{kt
W…rMÚkŒ hÌkkt nŒkt.

{wÏÞ{tºke©e rðsÞ¼kE
Y…kýeyu yk rËÔÞkt„ku™u «uhýk
yk…Œk fÌkw t fu, Þku„, ÔÞrõŒ™k
{k™r‚f þkherhf ykrí{f rðfk‚™ku
‚{LðÞ Au. Œu{ýu „wshkŒ{kt yk
rðþu»k Þku„ «Þku„™u ™ðe …nu÷
„ýkðŒk W{uÞwo fu,  MðMÚk ŒtËwhMŒ
Sð™™e yk  ¼khŒeÞ rðhk‚Œ™ku
nðu rðï yk¾kyu Mðefkh fÞkuo Au
íÞkhu „wshkŒ Þku„™k ÔÞk…f «[kh

«‚khÚke yu{kt …ý y„úu‚h hnuþu.
…k uŒk™e þkherhf ûkrŒyku

ƒkðswË …ý W{t„¼uh ‚n¼k„e
ÚkÞu÷k  750Úke ðÄw rËÔÞkt„ ¼kE
ƒnu™ku™u «uhýk «kuí‚kn™ yk…ðk
©e{Œe ytsr÷ ƒnu™ Y…kýe …ý
{wÏÞ{tºke©e ‚kÚku W…rMÚkŒ hÌkk
nŒk.

{wÏÞ{tºke©e rðsÞ¼kR
Y…kýe™e W…rMÚkrŒ{k t yksu
y{ËkðkË ¾kŒu y™ku¾k u rðï
RrŒnk‚ h[kÞku. yksu rðï Þku„
rËð‚u 750Úke ðÄw rËÔÞkt„ ¼kR-
ƒnu™kuyu ‚kR÷Lx Þku„k r™Ëþo™ fhe
ðirïf RrŒnk‚ håÞk u Au. yk
‚kR÷Lx Þku„k r™Ëþo™{kt Œ{k{
rËÔÞkt„ ƒk¤fku™u nuzVku™Úke ‚w‚ßs
fhðk{kt ykÔÞk nŒkt y™u Œu™u çÕÞw
xwÚkÚke skuzðk{kt ykÔÞk nŒk. su{kt
nuzVku™{kt ‚t¼¤kŒk {k„oËþo™

y™w‚kh Þku„ r™Ëþo™ yuf ‚kÚku fÞko
nŒk, su™kÚke {wÏÞ{tºke©e «¼krðŒ
ÚkÞk nŒk.

fkÞo¢{ ‚{kó ÚkÞk …Ae
{wÏÞ{tºke©eyu rËÔÞkt„ ¼kR-ƒnu™ku
‚kÚku M™un‚¼h ‚tðkË fÞkuo nŒku. yk
Þku„k r™Ëþo™™wt …rhûký fhðk {kxu
„e™eÍ ðÕzo ykuV hufkuzo™e xe{ …ý
ykðe nŒe.

y{ËkðkË{k t „wshkŒ
Þwr™ðr‚oxe fLðuLþ™ ‚uLxh{k t
ÞkuòÞu÷k yk rðþu»k Þku„ r™Ëþo™{kt
rËÔÞkt„ Þku„ ‚kÄfkuyu …kuŒk™e
‚ktfurŒf ¼k»kk{kt Þku„ «rþûkf™k
{k„oËþo™{kt Þku„k‚™ku fÞko nŒk.

{wÏÞ{tºke©eyu sýkÔÞwt nŒwt fu,
yk…ýe ‚tMf]rŒ™e rðhk‚Œ yuðk
Þku„ rËð‚™e ‚{„ú rðï Wsðýe
fhe hÌkwt Au …htŒw y{ËkðkË™e ÄhŒe
…h rËÔÞkt„s™ku Þku„{kt ‚n¼k„e

ÚkÞk Œu™ku rðþu»k yk™tË Au. fwËhŒu
yk…u÷e fkuRf ¾kux AŒkt …ý yk
rËÔÞkt„s™kuyu Þku„ fhe™u Œu{™k
ykí{rðïk‚™ku …rh[Þ fhkÔÞku Au
y™u hufkuzo …ý ‚ßÞko Au. ðzk«Äk™
©e ™huLÿ¼kR {kuËe™e Þku„ {kxu™e
y…e÷™u ƒk¤-ð]æÄ-„heƒ-Œðt„h-
Þwðk™ku-{rn÷kyku yu{ ‚{ks™k
Ëhuf ð„kuoyu «rŒ‚kË ykÃÞku Au …htŒwt
rËÔÞkt„s™ku …ý Œu{kt skuzkÞk Au Œu
Þku„ «íÞu™e Œu{™e r™ck Au y™u
¼khŒ™e rðhk‚Œ™u Œu{ýu Wò„h
fhe Au Œu{ sýkÔÞwt nŒw.

rsÕ÷k ðneðxe Œtºk îkhk
ÞkuòÞu÷k yk fkÞo¢{{kt Þwðf, ‚uðk
y™u ‚k tMf ]rŒf ‚r[ð©e
ðe.…e.…xu÷, rsÕ÷k f÷ufxh ©e
zku.rð¢ktŒ …ktzu ‚rnŒ {nk™w¼kðku,
Þku„k r™heûkfku, Þku„ rþûkfku y™u
™„hs™ku W…rMÚkŒ hÌkkt nŒkt.
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When we say women
empowerment, what we
mean is their empowerment
through constitutional
means. Anything less than
that can always be subverted
to help men continue with
their subjugation of women.

Some of the Constitutional
means are reservation in the
legislative bodies, equal
opportunities to women in all
spheres of activity and
activating the law enforcing
agency to a point where any
violation of law against
women is dealt with in all
seriousness that it demands.

Where was the need to
empower women? Male
domination has been trotted
out as the major reason for
the powers that be to think
on the lives of empowering
women. The reservation
attempt to give women a
certain number of seats in the
legislative bodies is to let
them have a say in matters
concerning women when
women related laws are
made. In other words it
enables them to assert
themselves so that they are
invested with a sense of
importance.

But it is a fallacy to say

Empowering Women
that women have not been
asserting themselves in the
past.  Our scriptures abound
with instances where women
did not toe the line. Sita stood
her ground when asked to
stay back after Rama was
banished to the forests at the
behest of Kaikeyi. She was
adamant about
accompanying Rama in his
hour of distress. No
blandishment could deter her
from pursuing her course.

Every day we read in the
press stories of valiant
women running campaigns
against vested interests or
the establishment. Again, we
read about women engaged
in long drawn court cases, if
only to prove a point. There
are social activists who do not
ride piggy back to run their
campaigns.  What this proves
is that if one is imbued with
a sense of purpose or if one
is outraged at something
unjust happening, one does
not wait for a tool like
empowerment to fight
injustice with.

At the same time, we
cannot just brush aside
women empowerment as a
policy provided it is aimed at
arming the poor and the

uninitiated. In India, most of
the action takes place in the
rural areas because India is
predominantly rural. Women
are simply male appendages
mainly because of the feudal
characteristic of life there.
Exploitation is the natural fall
out and dissent is unheard of.
Child marriages, dowry
deaths and women being
violated are routine
occurrences. In which case,
arming women with statutory
powers can go a long way in
calling a halt to the kind of
oppression to which they are
subjected. Here again, there
is the problem of women
being unaware of their rights
because of illiteracy. The laws
remain only in the statute
book. They are seldom
invoked. The social legislation
can be effective only when
there is corresponding
awareness among women.
Of course, there are men and
women leaders who take up
cudgels on behalf of rural
women or who educate rural
women about their having to
come out of the shadows of
men.  Thus, there is a kind of
revolution on in rural India.

Social reforms have
started taking roots in rural

India. But it is only a drop in
the ocean. Leaders of stature
are hard to come by. But
there are signs of women
coming out of their shells.
There are signs of women
pursuing things after their
heart. But, they need
catalysts. But the question of
whether the catalysts should
be in the nature of public
spirited men or legal fiats or
both depends upon the
peculiar circumstances
obtaining in each pocket.  The
moral is that women have to
be brought on to one
platform to fight against
social injustice. Until such
time that this takes place,
women empowerment will
remain cliché ridden. But the
signs are encouraging.

When we say women
empowerment, what we
mean is their empowerment
through constitutional
means. Anything less than
that can always be subverted
to help men continue with
their subjugation of women.

Every day we read in the
press stories of valiant
women running campaigns
against vested interests or
the establishment. Again, we
read about women engaged
in long drawn court cases, if

only to prove a point.
At the same time, we

cannot just brush aside
women empowerment as a
policy provided it is aimed at
arming the poor and the
uninitiated. In India, most of
the action takes place in the
rural areas because India is
predominantly rural. Women
are simply male appendages
mainly because of the feudal
characteristic of life there.
The laws remain only in the
statute book. They are
seldom invoked. The social
legislation can be effective
only when there is
corresponding awareness
among women. There are
signs of women pursuing
things after their heart. But,
they need catalysts. But the
question of whether the
catalysts should be in the
nature of public spirited men
or legal fiats or both depends
upon the peculiar
circumstances obtaining in
each pocket.  The moral is
that women have to be
brought on to one platform
to fight against social
injustice. Until such time that
this takes place, women
empowerment will remain
cliché ridden. But the signs
are encouraging.

Texas Instruments and Ministry of
Science and Technology announce India
Innovation Challenge Design Contest

Texas Instruments (TI)
today announced the
upcoming edition of DST - TI
India Innovation Challenge
Design Contest
(IICDC)which opens for
registration from June 20,
2018til l  Aug31,2018. A
dedicated TI-IICDC page
was launched on MyGov
portal byDr. Anita Gupta,
Advisor and Associate Head-
NSTEDB, Department of
Science and Technology,
Professor Suresh
Bhagavatula Chairperson,
NSRCEL, IIMBand Mr. Sanjay
Srivastava, Director, Texas
Instruments India University
Program at IIM Bangalore
today. Students can register

their innovative ideas and
participate in the contest
through this link:https://
innovate.mygov.in/india-
innovation-challenge-design-
contest-2018/ .

The Ministry of Science
and Technology (DST)and
Texas Instruments extend
support tothe qualifying
teams with a fund of INR
8.2crore, which marks a
significant increase from INR
4.14 crore as compared to
the previous editions. This
edition also provides the
opportunity for the Indian
engineering students to earn
15,000+ certificates across
various stages of the contest.
(19-10)

"Developers can set up captive as well third
party sale hybrid units": Saurabhbhai Patel

Ahmedabad, In
pursuance of the Gujarat
Government crossing new
milestones in producing
pollution-free, non-
conventional clean energy
under Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani's guidance, Energy
Minister Saurabhbhai Patel
today announced the new
Wind-Solar Hybrid Power
Policy-2018.

Giving details of the policy,
Mr. Patel and Minister of State
for Energy Pradeepsinh
Jadeja it is to promote
producing wind and solar
power simultaneously and
provide assistance, to remain
in force for five years. The
benefits of the new policy can
be accrued for 25 years or till
its life or whichever is shorter.

It entails the developers
can set up wind power unit
on the land meant for existing
solar power unit, or vice

versa. The transmission line
meant for solar power for
wind power as well. The
policy also allows setting up
new wind-solar hybrid power
producing unit. The objective
of the new policy is optimum
utilization of land and grid
land for clean energy - a new
initiative worth emulating by
other states.

The electricity produced
from such hybrid wind and
solar units will be exempted
from electricity duty, allowing
land use for dual purposes.

The new policy has
provision for 50 per cent
exemption from electricity
duty for selling the electricity
to third party. For hybrid
captive plants, it entails total
exemption from cross subsidy
surcharge and additional
surcharge, and 50 per cent
relief in wheeling charges and
distribution loss.

In case of captive and
third party sale can set up 50
per cent consumer section 50
per cent load for solar and 50
per cent for wind. Those who
already have third party sale
agreement with Gujarat Urja
Vikas Nigam Ltd will continue
to have so as per the capacity.
New developers can decide
the capacity of wind-solar
hybrid unit as per the
renewable power purchase
agreement with the
consumer as per their choice.
Apart from this, group captive
companies can set up hybrid
projects for which they will
have to invest cent per cent
share investment in the same
ratio for consumption of the
energy. At present, Gujarat
produced approximately
5,500 MW of wind power and
1,600 MW solar power,
totalling 7,100 MW of non-
traditional energy.

ICICI Pru. AMC - Pharma Healthcare
& Diagnostics (P.H.D.) Fund

Ahmedabad, ICICI
Prudential MF has announced
the launch of ICICI Prudential
Pharma Healthcare &
Diagnostics (P.H.D) Fund. The
scheme aims to capitalize on
the long-term growth story of
Indian healthcare as a whole.
Rising income levels,
increased health awareness,
improvement in treatment
technologies and penetration
of health insurance has led to
healthcare being one of the
fastest growing segments in
the country. In fact, India has
established itself as a global
manufacturing and research
hub, which contributes
around 10% to the world
productive volume.

Sharing his views about
the fund, Mr. Nimesh Shah,
MD & CEO, said, "India
continues to remain an
under-penetrated market in
terms of healthcare services
and insurance. As such, non-
discretionary spend coupled
with increasing awareness

make the theme a structural
story for long period of time.
Due to higher growth, the
pharma sector has always
traded at a premium relative
to the market but the
premium has narrowed
down significantly in last few
years. The recent
underperformance of
pharma stocks makes a
strong case for investing
now in this sector."

A renewed focus of the
Government on providing
healthcare facilities has put
the spotlight back on this
sector.  In fact, the
Government init iat ive,
"Pharma Vision 2020" aims
to make India a global
leader in manufacturing as
it enjoys the cost-efficient
technology with the
production cost around 40%
lower than the western
countries. The fund seeks to
capi tal ize on al l  these
investment opportunities.
(18-7)

Yoga is a holistic approach towards
health and well-being: Vice President

The Vice President of
India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu
has said that Yoga is a holistic
approach towards health and
well-being with physical,
emotional and spiritual
dimensions to it. Addressing
the gathering while
participating in the
International Day of Yoga
2018 celebrations, in Mumbai
today, he said that the
ancient science of Yoga is
India’s invaluable gift to the
modern world. The Chief
Minister of Maharashtra, Shri
Devendra Fadnavis and other
dignitaries were present on
the occasion.Quoting Sage
Patanjali who compiled the
first yoga philosophy, the Vice
President said that Yoga
helps a person to control his
or her own random thoughts
and allows achieving stillness,
a calmness that creates inner
harmony.

The Vice President said
that Yoga has nothing to do
with religion and it is a holistic
science embodying the basic
principle of organic,
interconnectedness of
different facets of life. It is
unfortunate that some people
attribute religious overtones
to this ancient scientific
system, he added.

The Vice President called
on people to make Yoga a
part of daily routine to
combat modern day health
problems. He said that the
time has come to introduce
yoga as part of school
curriculum so that India
becomes a nation of healthy
and happy people in the
coming years.

The Vice President Yoga
promotes concentration and
focused attention. Apart from
enhancing physical and
mental agility, Yoga practice
makes a person to adopt a
balanced attitude towards life
at all times, he added.

Outlining the importance
of Yoga in daily life, the Vice
President said that the
worrisome trend of
youngsters resorting to
extreme steps like ending

their lives can be curbed if
they develop sense of
equanimity and calmness of
mind, which can be
developed through yoga and
meditation.

Following is the text of
Vice President's address:

"I am happy to be with all
of you here on International
Yoga Day. This is a
momentous occasion, a
moment of celebration. This
is a celebration of dedication
to the ancient Indian Science
of Yoga.

Yoga is a holistic approach
to well being. It has physical,
emotional and spiritual
dimensions.

Sage Patanjali who
compiled the first yoga
philosophy defines yoga as an
ability to control one’s own
random thoughts and achieve
a stillness, a calmness that
creates inner harmony. This
philosophy is usually referred
to as Ashtanga Yoga.

Yoga is a holistic science
embodying the basic principle
of organic,
interconnectedness of
different facets of life. It is not
a mere set of exercises. It
goes beyond the physical
exercises and connects the
body with thought processes.
It seeks to build a lifestyle
that values calmness,
harmony and positive
thinking.  It is probably one
of the most effective

therapies for many psycho-
somatic disorders.

It advocates purity of
mind, speech and body,
contentment, acceptance of
others, perseverance, self
study, self reflection,
contemplation of the
supreme being.

The word Yoga is derived
from two roots. One
signifying “connection” and
the second signifying
“concentration”. It connects
physical health with mental
equilibrium and emotional
tranquility. It promotes
concentration and focused
attention. Apart from
enhancing physical and
mental agility, yoga practice
makes a person to adopt a
balanced attitude towards life
at all times. The worrisome
trend of youngsters resorting
to extreme steps like ending
their lives can be curbed if
they develop sense of
equanimity and calmness of
mind, which can be
developed through yoga and
meditation. It is a matter of
concern that the WHO had
recently stated in its report
that 61 percent of all deaths
in India every year are
because of Non-
Communicable Diseases
(NCDs), which include
cardiovascular diseases ,
cancer, diabetes and chronic
respiratory diseases, among
others.

Prime Minister to lay foundation
stone of Vanijya Bhawan

Prime Minister, Shri
Narendra Modi will lay the
foundation stone of Vanijya
Bhawan, a new off ice
complex for the Commerce
Department of the
Government of India, on
Friday, 22 June 2018.
Locatednear India Gate, it is
being built on a plot of 4.33
acres, belonging to erstwhile
Directorate General of
Supplies and Disposals
(DGS&D), at the junction of
Akbar and Man Singh Roads.

Strictly conforming to
Central Vista norms, the
building has an area of
19233.745 sq. meters.  It will
accommodate about 1000
officers and staff.  While
retaining the Central Vista
architecture, the Vanijya
Bhawan will have all modern
technology driven features.
It wi l l  be a completely
paperless office with state of
the art facilities such as
smart access control, central
air-condit ioning, video
conferencing, and
completely networked

systems.The building is also
significantly a green building
with al l required
certifications.

The layout of the building
has been planned so as to
minimise the number of
trees that would have to be
cut. More than 56% of the
214 trees on the plot are
either being left untouched
or are being replanted on the
same plot. About 70% of the
big trees have been saved.
230 new trees are also being
planted on the same plot,
thereby ensuring that tree
cover on the site would
increase after construction of
the new building.

The new building will be
a symbol of not only India’s
growing economic might but
also the adoption and use of
technology in governance in
India. The manner in which
public procurement in India
has been transformed by
Government e-Marketplace
(GeM), is an exemplary use
of information technology
by the Department of
Commerce.

With the addition of new
respons ib i l i t ies l ike
Integrated Logistics Sector
Development to its already

President Kovind in Suriname; Addresses
the National Assembly of Suriname

The President of India,
Shri Ram Nath Kovind,
reached Suriname yesterday
evening (June 19, 2018) on
the second leg of his State
Visit to three countries –
Greece, Suriname and Cuba.
This is the first ever visit of an
Indian President to Suriname.
The President was received at
the Johan Adolf Pengel
International airport,
Paramaribo by Mr Desire
Delano Bouterse, the
President of the Republic of
Suriname, along with other
dignitaries and accorded a
ceremonial welcome.
Subsequently, the President
paid his tributes at the Gandhi
statue in the city.  Today (June

20, 2018), the President
addressed the National
Assembly of Suriname. He
became the first foreign Head
of State to address the
National Assembly of
Suriname.Speaking on the
occasion, the President said
thatSuriname is an obvious
partner for India as we seek
to build on our already
considerable trade,
investment and cultural
relations with Latin America
and the Caribbean region.

The President stated that
climate change is an
international concern and a
foreign policy issue. He
commended Suriname for its
enlightened approach on

climate change. He said that
India is proud to have
Suriname as a co-partner in
the International Solar
Alliance. He thanked
Suriname for ratifying its entry
into the ISA. He stated that this
will allow us to collaborate on
solar energy projects that will
be of benefit to Surinamese
people and our planet. The
President said that it is not just
in the field of renewable energy
that India would want to
partner Suriname. India is
happy to share its
developmental experiences
with Suriname, as per
Suriname’s needs, desires and
priorities. The President was
happy to note that young
people in Suriname are making
increasing use of facilities
available under the Indian
Technical and Economic
Cooperation programme. He
stated that we have also
signed an agreement on the
formal linkage of the Suriname
Diplomatic Institute and the
Foreign Service Institute of
India.

Airbridge for Mansarovar
Yatra : An IAF Effort

For three months, starting 18 Jun 2018,
the Indian Air Force would create an airbridge
between Pithoragarh and Gunji, in an effort
to airlift 1080 registered passengers to Gunji
to enable them to continue their journey for
the coveted annual Kailash Mansarovar Yatra.
The requirement for the IAF to pitch in arose,
when the MEA approached the MoD for air
effort between the places where the
connectivity was envisaged to be poor. “The
IAF is ever ready to take over any task
assigned by the Govt and thereafter ensures
that it is executed in a most professional
manner” said Air Cmde Pendse of Western
Air Command, who is overlooking the
operations. The command had been chosen
by Air HQ for this task, especially due to the
experience its heptr pilots have in flying in
mountainous terrain and landing at high
altitudes, given the fact that Gunji is at an
altitude of 3100 mts above the sea level.
“We have deployed three MLH class of heptrs
at Pithoragarh which would be carrying
approximately 60-80 passengers per day”
said the task force commander positioned
at Pithoragarh.
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