






CMYK

CMYK

05

For TV, e-paper & news visit: www.live7tv.com

Patna, Monday
14 February, 2022

NATION

ABG SHIPYARD BANK FRAUD CASE: SEVERAL EFFORTS MADE TO
REVIVE COMPANY OPERATIONS COULD NOT SUCCEED, SAYS SBI
NEW DELHI : After the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) regis-
tered an FIR against ABG
Shipyard and its directors
for allegedly duping 28
banks of Rs 22,842 crore,
the State Bank of India on
Sunday said that the sever-
al efforts were made to
revive the company opera-
tions could not succeed. 

"ABG Shipyard was
incorporated on 15 March
1985, has been banking
arrangements since 2001.
Financed under Consortium
arrangement over a two
dozen lenders. The leader
in Consortium was ICICI
Bank. Due to poor perform-

ance, the account became
NPA on November 30, 2013.
Several efforts were made
to revive the company oper-
ations but could not suc-
ceed," said the statement
issued by the SBI. "Account
was restructured under
CDR mechanism in March
2014 by all lenders.
However, as the shipping
industry was going through
a downturn, one of the
worst ever seen, the opera-
tions of the company could
not revive," added the state-
ment. 

The statement further
said that as the restructur-
ing failed, the account was
classified as NPA in July

2016 with backdated effect
from November 30, 2013. E
and Y were appointed as
Forensic Auditor by lenders
during April 2018 and they
submitted their report on
January 19. E&Y report
was placed before the
Fraud Identification
Committee of 18 Lenders in
2019. Fraud is mainly
attributed to diversion of
funds, misappropriation,
and criminal breach of
trust. 

Although, ICICI Bank
was the lead lender in the
consortium and IDBI was
the second lead, it was pre-
ferred that SBI being the
largest PSB lender, lodges

the complaint with CBI. The
first complaint was filed
with CBI in November 2019.
There was a continuous
engagement between CBI
and Banks and further
information was getting
exchanged. 

The circumstances of the
fraud, as well as CBI
requirements, were further
deliberated in the various
meetings of Joint Lenders
and a fresh and compre-
hensive second complaint
was filed in Dec. 2020. The
account is presently under-
going liquidation under an
NCLT driven process. 

A fraud is declared basis
the Forensic Audit report

findings that is discussed
thoroughly in joint lenders
meetings. Typically when
fraud is declared, an initial
complaint is preferred with
CBI and based on their
inquiries further informa-
tion is gathered. 

In a few cases, when
substantial additional infor-
mation is gathered, a sec-
ond complaint incorporat-
ing full and complete details
is filed which forms the
basis for the FIR. At no
point in time, there was any
effort to delay the process.
The lenders forum diligent-
ly follows through with CBI
in all such cases, said the
statement.

Nobody in Congress has
objections to me as CM face,
says Harish Rawat

 AJIT K JHA 
LALKUAN : A day ahead of the Uttarakhand Assembly polls,

Congress leader Harish Rawat on
Sunday said that nobody in the
party has any objections on his
name as the Chief Ministerial can-
didate. Rawat said that the
Congress is contesting the
Assembly polls in Uttarakhand
under his leadership. 

On the issue of him not being
announced as the Chief Ministerial
candidate unlike Punjab, Rawat
said that "the move a strategic mat-
ter". Speaking to ANI, Rawat said,

"I do politics of struggle, not power. The party has told me that
the election campaign will be led by me. We are fighting to win
the elections. Nobody in the party has any objections to my
name as the Chief Ministerial candidate. No party member has
expressed any objection to my name." 

Stating that not announcing a CM face was part of the
Congress strategy, Rawat said that "more than 40 per cent of
the people want to see me as the CM candidate this time". 

Asked about the contradiction between his statements on
presenting the Dalit CM in the state and and yet running for
the post, Rawat said that he indeed wants to see a a Dalit CM
in the state. "However, there is no deadline for the wish to be
fulfilled," said rawat. 

"We need to get rid of some mentality after the 75 years of
India's Independence. Following a change in Punjab, a Dalit
CM face has been announced. I have prayed for the same for
Uttarakhand. When you make such wishes, you do not give a
deadline. But there is no time foundation for the prayer to
become a reality. I have sought an opportunity from 'Ganga
Maiya' that in the coming time, I can present a Dalit as the
Chief Minister of Uttarakhand," the Congress leader said. 

The former chief minister also hit out at Chief Minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami and called announcement to implement
Uniform Civil Code in Uttarakhand after he is elected to power,
a "jumla". "It is not within his Constitutional right to imple-
ment UCC in the state," said Rawat. 

CBI registers cases against accused
involved in targeting Judges
NEW DELHI : The Central
Bureau of Investigation has
registered several cases
against the accused allegedly
involved in intentionally target-
ing the judges and judiciary
through interviews/social
media/posts/speeches on online
platforms, maliciously attribut-
ing ulterior motives in delivery
of orders/judgements. 

The cases/FIRs have been
registered on the orders of the
High Court of Andhra Pradesh, the official press release
informed. Searches were conducted at as many as 10 loca-
tions including offices, residential premises of the accused and
suspects in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana, wherein incrimi-
nating pieces of evidence were recovered. 

The CBI has also arrested three accused including an
advocate and a businessman from Hyderabad.  The arrested
accused were produced before the Jurisdictional Court at
Guntur (Andhra Pradesh) and were remanded to judicial cus-
tody.  Investigation in the cases is underway.

Amit Shah prays that no religious conversion
takes place under NDA-led govt in Punjab
AMRITSAR : After offering
prayers at Valmiki temple in
Amritsar, senior BJP leader
and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
that he prays that no reli-
gious conversions happen in
Punjab under the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)-
led government. 

Addressing a rally here
ahead og Assembly polls,
after visiting the Valmiki
Temple, Shah said, "I offered
prayers at Valmiki temple
and prayed that religious
conversion may not take
place here under NDA-led
government." 

Slamming Aam Aadmi
Party national convener
Arvind Kejriwal, Shah ques-
tioned why did the Delhi

Chief Minister have no Sikh
representation in his twice-
formed government. 

"Kejriwal ji you should
reply to the people of Punjab
of why did you not make a
single Sikh minister even
after your government was

formed twice with an
absolute majority in Delhi,"
he said. "Whenever the BJP
government is formed at
the Center, the Sikh com-
munity has definitely been
given representation in it,"
he added.  Shah had offered

prayers at Durgiana Temple
too. 

Prior to this, he
addressed public rallies at
Ludhiana and Patiala. 

Meanwhile, BJP MP
from Mathura, Hema
Malini, Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and
AAP's Arvind Kejriwal also
campaigned in the state
today. Punjab will go to the
Assembly polls on February
20 and the counting of votes
will take place on March 10. 

In the 2017 Assembly
polls in the state, the
Congress had won an
absolute majority by win-
ning 77 seats and ousted
the SAD-BJP government
which had been in power
for 10 years. 

Northeast Delhi violence: Court
allows to take voice sample of
accused Meeran Haider
NEW DELHI : A Delhi Court
on Friday allowed the Delhi
Police to take a voice sample
of Meeran Haider, an accused
in the Delhi violence case. 

Haider is an accused in a
larger conspiracy case
lodged by the Crime Branch
of Delhi Police and being
investigated by Special Cell.
Additional Session Judge
Amitabh Rawat allowed the
application directing Delhi
Police that the investigation
officer (IO) shall coordinate
with the CFSL and fix a time
and date for obtaining a voice
sample of the accused. 

The Court decided the
application saying, ''The tak-
ing voice sample of an
accused is an aspect of the
investigation. As such, it does
not make the accused wit-
ness against himself." 

The accused had also
appeared through Webex
and was also apprised of the
proceedings. It was submit-
ted by the Investigation
Officer that accused Meeran

Haider was arrested in the
present case on 1 April 2020.
During the investigation, the
mobile phone of the co-
accused, Asif Iqbal Tanha
was seized and sent to CERT-
In for examination.  He fur-
ther submitted that the data
retrieved by the CERT-In was
examined and some incrimi-
nating audio call recordings
have been found. In those
recordings accused Meeran
Haider was in conversation
with Asif Iqbal Tanha. "The
voice sample of the accused
is relevant, necessary, and
desirable to identify and
match/compare the voice in
audio call recordings," he
said. Investigation Officer
had also submitted that the
Court had on December 15,
2020, allowed the application
to seek a voice sample of Asif
Iqbal Tanha. The Court dis-
posed of the application with
certain directions including
IO will inform the court about
the date and time so that the
production warrant .

I can sacrifice my life for
brother Rahul: Priyanka 
KOTAKPURA : Congress
leader Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra on Sunday said that
she can sacrifice her life for
her brother, ruling out an
alleged disagreement
between them. 

"I can sacrifice my life for
my brother (Rahul Gandhi)
and even he can do the same
for me. There is conflict in
BJP, not in Congress," she
said. The Congress national
secretary was responding to
a question on Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Yogi
Adityanath remarks that
there might be a rift between
Priyanka and Rahul. 

"The dispute exists only in
Yogi ji's thoughts. It looks he
is stating this in light of a rift
between him, Modi ji, and
Amit Shah ji," she said. 

Priyanka Gandhi added
that there is a conflict in BJP,
not in Congress and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi might have a conflict. 

Earlier, Adityanath had
during a public rally at Pauri
Garhwal in Uttarakhand said:
"The Congress is completely

submerged, wherever there
is little existence, both 'broth-
er and sister' are enough to
push it down. So it should be
left to its fate."  The Congress
leader addressing a public
meeting in Kotakpura,
Punjab ahead of assembly
polls in the state said that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
from Delhi was running the
Punjab government headed
by the former state Chief
Minister Captain Amarinder
Singh. Priyanka Gandhi
sought to explain the change
of leadership in Punjab,

which had led to Singh quit-
ting the Congress.  "We have
had the Congress govern-
ment in Punjab for last five
years. But this government
had stopped operating from
Punjab, and instead was
being operated from Delhi,
not by the Congress but by
the BJP," said Vadra. 

She also said that Aam
Aadmi Party has emerged
from the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) as
AAP leaders have been pub-
licly saying that they owe
allegiance to Bharatiya

Janata Party. 
"Aam Aadmi Party has

emerged from RSS... AAP
leaders themselves say that
they are more ideologically
more close to BJP than BJP
leaders themselves," said
Priyanka Gandhi. 

Further slamming AAP
over its claims of develop-
ment in Delhi, Congress
leader said, "There's nothing
in the name of educational
and healthcare institutions in
Delhi. It's important to know
the truth about political par-
ties and their leaders." 

Over 70% eligible teens get
1st dose of Covid vaccine

NEW DELHI : Over 70 per
cent of the adolescents
between the 15 to 18 age
bracket have received their
first dose of Covid vaccine. As
per the government's CoWIN
portal, a total of 6,69,85,609
youngsters of this age group
have been administered
Covid vaccines so far.

As per the ministry report
on Sunday morning, a total of
5,20,32,858 first vaccine
doses and 1,47,92,245 sec-
ond doses have been admin-
istered so far among the ado-
lescents of 15 to 18 age
bracket.Union Health
Ministry Mansukh Mandaviya
has appealed to the eligible
youngsters to get vaccinated
at the earliest. "Young India
further strengthening the
world's largest vaccination
drive. Over 70% of our
youngsters between 15-18
age group have received their
1st dose of COVID19 vaccine.
I appeal to all eligible young
friends to get vaccinated at
the earliest", Mandaviya said
in a tweet on Sunday.

With the administration of
more than 49.16 lakh vaccine
doses in the last 24 hours,
India's Covid-19 vaccination
coverage has exceeded
172.81 crore as per the
health ministry report on
Sunday morning. This has
been achieved through
1,93,53,556 sessions.

A total of 1,72,30,955 pre-
caution doses have been
administered so far among
the eligible beneficiaries
which includes 38,78,308
healthcare workers,

53,58,037 frontline workers
and 79,94,610 doses for over
60 plus population.

The nationwide drive to
vaccinate teenagers in this
age group of 15-18 years was
rolled out on January 3. As of
now only Bharat Biotech's
indigenously-made Covaxin
is being administered to this
age bracket.Meanwhile, India
has started showing declining
Covid trends over the past
few weeks. On Sunday, the
nation reported below 50,000
Covid cases after 40 days.




