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ISRO rocket LVM-3
places 6000-kg

US satellite —its
heaviest — into orbit

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, December 24

INDIA'SHEAVIEST launch ve-
hicle LVM-3, in its third com-
mercial mission, placed US
communication satellite Blue-
bird Block-2 in a precise orbit
early Wednesday morning.
Weighing around 6,100 kg, it
was the heaviest satellite
launched by an Indian rocket.

“This (the LVM3-M6
mission) was the ninth con-
secutive successful launch for
LVM-3, demonstrating a100%
reliability... The satellite was
placed with less than 2-km
deviation from the planned
orbit, which is one of the best a
among launch vehicles in the
global arena... This gives us
great confidence for the Gaga-
nyaan mission,” said ISRO
chairperson V Narayanan after
the successful launch.

A modified version of the
same launch vehicle — a
human-rated version with
more safety — will carry In-
dian astronauts to space.

PM Narendra Modi said on
X: “The successful LVM3-M6
launch, placing the heaviest
satellite ever launched from
Indian soil, the spacecraft of
USA, BlueBird Block-2, into its
intended orbit, marks a proud
milestone in India’s spacejour-
ney. It strengthens India’s
heavy-lift launch capability
and reinforces our growing
role in the global commercial
launch market.”

Even as he acknowledged
that there had been some de-
lays with the mission initially
targeted for the beginning of
the month, M Mohan, manag-
ing director of ISRO’s commer-
cial arm NSIL (NewSpace India
Limited), which broughtin the
launch to the country, said,
“We are happy that we were
able to give them a Christmas
gift.”

The Bluebird Block-2, de-
veloped by the US company
ASTSpace Mobile,isapartofa
low-earth orbit constellation
that will provide direct-to-mo-
bile connectivity. This means
the satellites would directly
communicate with commer-
cially available cell phones in-
stead of specialised ground
stations from where the datais
further disseminated.

ISRO launches LVM3-M6
into orbit in Sriharikota on
Wednesday. ani

Mark McLaren from AST-
Space Mobile said: “Thank you
for the excellent ride.”

The launch was significant
because of the weight of the
payload, with India previously
having to contract out its own
heavier launches to private
players such as Ariane Space
and SpaceX. The heaviest sat-
ellite flown by ISRO — using
the same vehicle — were two
sets of 36 OneWeb satellites,
each totalling more than 5,700
kgs.

The space agency also
broke its record for the heav-
iest satellite placed in the dis-
tant geosynchronous transfer
orbit last month with the
launch of CMS-03 using the
same vehicle. The satellite
weighed 4,410 kg. Previously,
ISRO’s heaviest satellites such
as 5,854 kg GSAT 11 and 4,181
kg GSAT-24 were launched by
Ariane space. The space
agency also used the service of
Elon Musk’s SpaceX last year
toputinorbit the 4,700 GSAT-
20 satellite.

The occasion was also sig-
nificant considering it was a
commercial launch. India’s
workhorse PSLV — ISRO's
smaller but tried and tested ve-
hicle —undertook most of the
launch of the 434 foreign sat-
ellites that India has per-
formed so far. While LVM-3
has undertaken two previous
commercial missions —
launching two sets of OneWeb
satellites in 2022 and 2023 —
those came to India after Rus-
sia refused to launch it amidst
its conflict with Ukraine, and
with European private
launcher Ariane-5being out of
commission.

When Atal mulled
floating own party, &
Advani felt left out of
nuclear test plans

Express News Service
New Delhi, December 24

ATAL BIHARI Vajpayee and L
K Advani may have been two
halves of the BJP's famed duo
but there was a time, in the
late 1980s, when the former
Prime Minister had contem-
plated forming his own politi-
cal party. This was when Ad-
vani was on the rise, after
Vajpayee had lost his own elec-
tion from Gwalior at a time
when the BJP could win just
two Lok Sabha seats in 1984.
However, the thought of
branching out was short-lived
and Vajpayee decided to stick
with the BJP.

Such anecdotes and more
were shared by seniorjournal-
ist Neerja Chowdhury as she
delivered a public lecture on
the Life and Contribution of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, on the
eve of the former PM's birth
anniversary, at the Prime Min-
isters' Museum and Library
Wednesday.

Another anecdote that
touched upon the occasional
tension in the relations of the
two longtime associates per-
tained to Pokhran-2, India’s
nuclear test, conducted in
1998. Vajpayee had shared the
matter with his principal sec-
retary Brajesh Mishra and also
the three service chiefs, but
Advani, who had known him
for the longest time, was not
taken in the loop, Chowdhury
said. The Cabinet colleagues
were informed just two days in
advance that India would go
in for a nuclear test, but still
not told the date, she added.

Chowdhury said that when
she went to meet Advani at
North Block on May 11, 1998,
she found him sitting alone -
rather than with party
workers, and celebrating the

milestone - and looking very
hurt. She recalled that he had
tears in his eyes because, de-
spite the old association, sev-
eral memories together, and
the party’s longstanding com-
mitment to the nuclear test,
Advani was not kept in the
loop.

Chowdhury recounted
how Vajpayee’s good relations
across the board made him in-
creasingly influential in the
1990s.

One such instance was in
1995 when Kalyan Singh was
slated to become UP Chief
Minister during PV Nara-
simha Rao’s tenure as the PM.
Vajpayee requested Rao — both
were in New York at the time —
not to allow Kalyan Singh to
become the CM, as this would
endanger Vajpayee’s own turf
in UP and strengthen Advani
in the BJP, as Singh was close
to the latter, Chowdhury
shared. Rao asked Bhuvnesh
Chaturvedi, Minister of State
in the PM's Office, to talk to UP
Governor Motilal Vorain a bid
to ensure that Singh was not
sworn in, Chowdhury said.

Chaturvedi’s call came to
Vora at atime when Singh was
waiting in the ante room to
meet the Governor, she re-
called. The message was clear
- not to let Singh take oath.
And this is exactly what hap-
pened: Vora did not invite
Singh to prove his majority on
the floor of the Assembly de-
spite him claiming the sup-
port of a chunk of Mayawati’s
MLAs.

Chowdhury said Rao and
Vajpayee shared very close
terms, either because of a
“Brahminical bond” between
them or because they had
known each other well since
Vajpayee was the Minister of
External Affairs in 1977.

Outrage over Sengar: CBI1 to
oppose bail, woman says
‘wanted to commit suicide’

Sakshi Chand, Asad
Rehman & Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, December 24

WITH OUTRAGE growing over
the Delhi High Court’s decision
to suspend the life sentence of
former BJP MLA Kuldeep Sen-
gar in the 2017 Unnao rape of a
minor, the CBI on Wednesday
evening said it will “file a
special leave petition before the
Supreme Court at the earliest”.
The CBI’s decision came on a
day the survivor met Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi and
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi,
seeking their assistance in her
fight against Sengar.

“CBI has studied the orders
of the Division Bench of the
Delhi High Court in the Unnao
rape case and has decided to
file an SLP before the Hon’ble
Supreme Court at the earliest
against the orders of the High
Court granting bail to the ac-
cused K D Sengar by suspen-
sion of the sentence,” the CBI
spokesperson said.

“The accused filed an ap-
peal, and the bail petition was
vehemently opposed by the
CBI as well as the family of the
victim before the Delhi HC. The
CBI hasfiled timely replies and
written arguments in this
matter. The family of the victim
has also opposed the petition,
citing safety and threats. CBI
will immediately challenge
this order,” the spokesperson
said.

It is learnt that during her
meeting with the Gandhis, the
survivor and her family re-
quested the aid of a top lawyer
to fight against Sengar in the
Supreme Court and to relocate
to a Congress-ruled state as
they feared for their lives.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press in the evening, the sur-
vivor said the development
“will only make things worse
for victims who decide to take

on the mighty”.

“Iwas in the court during
the announcement, and it was
a setback. I wanted to commit
suicide then and there, but did
notbecause of my children and
my family who have stood by
me,” she said.

The country’s highest court,
she said, has ordered that stray
dogs be removed from the
streets, but it is the rape ac-
cused, who are “the real darin-
das (predators), should be re-
moved from the streets so
women can live in peace”.

She also expressed anger at
the manner in which the police
removed her from India Gate,
where she was protestingalong
with her mother after the bail
order. “Rape karna allowed
hain, rape accused ko baildena
allowed hain, par humein India
Gate par protest karna nahi
(rapeisallowed, givingbailtoa
rapeaccused isallowed, but our
protest is not),” she said.

Emphasising that she will
continue her fight, she said,
“The President of India is a
woman, the Delhi CM is a
woman. Iwant themto helpme
fight for justice. I would like to
meet the Home Minister and
the Prime Minister. I can’t go
back to where I started; this
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The woman was removed from India Gate when she protested against the court order on Tuesday. ani

fight can’t end like this.”

While suspending the sen-
tence of Sengar, the High Court
ruled that his former status as
an MLA does not bring him
under the ambit of a “‘publicser-
vant’ as defined under the IPC.
Sengar was sentenced to life
imprisonment in December
2019 by a Delhi trial court after
finding him guilty under Sec-
tion 376 (2) (rape) of the IPCand
Sections 5(c) & 6 of the POCSO
Act for rapinga minor. The case
was probed and prosecuted by
the CBL

It is learnt that in the meet-
ing with Rahul Gandhi, where
Sonia Gandhi too was present,
the survivor was given an as-
surance of her request for top
legal aid and relocation to a
Congress-ruled state. Sources
said the survivor also sought a
better job for her husband
which, Rahul said, would be
considered.

Hours after the verdict
Tuesday, the survivor and her
mother had protested outside
India Gate but were removed
by security personnel. Rahul
also took to social media Wed-
nesday, reposting a video of
their removal from the site and
stating, “The fact that her per-
petrator (former BJP MLA) has

HC stays actions by 3 banks over declaring
Anil Ambani accounts fraudulent

Omkar Gokhale
Mumbai, December 24

IN AN interim relief to indus-
trialist Anil Ambani, the Bom-
bay High Court on Wednesday
stayed all present and future
actions taken against him by
three banks based on a Foren-
sic Audit Report (FAR) by BDO
India LLP into Reliance Com-
munications (RCom) and

group entities.

Pending hearing and final
disposal of the suit, the high
court stayed all actions taken
by the Bank of Baroda (BoB),
IDBI Bank and the Indian
Overseas Bank (IOB), and re-
strained them from proceed-
ing further on show-cause no-
tices and fraud-classification
order.

A single-judge bench of

Justice Milind N Jadhav ob-
served that the report cannot
be relied upon as it was not
signed by a duly qualified char-
tered accountant as stipulated
under the Reserve Bank of In-
dia's (RBI) master circular.

The court further rejected
the request by banks and BDO
LLP to stay the effect of the
judgment for a period of six
weeks.

Mob vandalises Raipur mall on Christmas eve

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, December 24

A MOB armed with wooden
sticks barged into the Magneto
Mall in Chhattisgarh's capital
Raipur city on Wednesday and
vandalised decorations and in-
stallations made for Christmas.

The incident occurred on
the day there was a call for
‘Chhattisgarh bandh’ to protest
the alleged illegal conversions.

The group vandalised
Christmas-related decorations
even as the security guards
made futile attempts tostop the
mob.

Anemployee of the mall, re-
questing anonymity, said:
“Around 80-90 people barged

in... we were supporting the
protest. For the last 16 years,
since we began operations
here, we have always supported
bandh calls. But I have never
seen such behaviour. The mob
threatened us...shouted at us.
They indulged in violence.”

Another employee said,
“Some women were crying...
they (mob) were charging at all
those who were trying to stop
them. They kept saying we do
not want to see Santa. People
who had come towatch movies
gotscared.” Aday-long ‘Chhat-
tisgarh bandh’ on Wednesday
was called by the Sarva Hindu
Samaj against the alleged relig-
ious conversions.

The call for Bandh was trig-

gered by the recent clash be-
tween two communities over
the burial of a person in Bastar
region’s Kanker district.

Though the bandh received
a mixed response in the state,
some places saw incidents of vi-
olence.

While many shops and
commercial establishmentsre-
mained shut in urban areas in
the state, the bandh’s impact
was comparatively limited in
some rural pockets.

On December 18, several
people, including more than 20
police personnel, were injured
inviolence at Badetevdavillage
in Kanker district following a
dispute between two commu-
nities.

India-origin woman found murdered
in Canada, manhunt on for partner

Express News Service
Chandigarh, December 24

TORONTO POLICE have
launched a homicide investiga-
tion after a 30-year-old India-
origin woman was found dead
inside a residence in the city’s
west end, officials said.

The victim has been ident-
ified as Himanshi Khurana, 30,
a resident of Toronto. The sus-
pect has been identified as
Abdul Ghafoori, 32, also of To-
ronto.

Police said the victim and
the suspect were known toeach
other. Ghafoori is wanted on a
Canada-wide warrant on a
charge of first-degree murder.
Toronto Police have released an
image of the suspect and ap-
pealed to the public for assis-
tance in locating him.

It also released an image of
Khurana as part of the investi-

gation. Police said they re-
ceived a call reporting a miss-
ing person at around 1041 pm
on December 19, in the Stra-
chan Avenue and Wellington
Street West area. Officersbegan
aninvestigation into the disap-
pearance of a woman from the
neighbourhood.

On Saturday, December 20,
atabout 6.30 am, police located
the missing woman deceased
inside a residence. The death
was subsequently classified as
a homicide. “This is Toronto’s
40th homicide of 2025,” police
said, adding that the investiga-
tion is beingled by the Toronto
Police Service Homicide and
Missing Persons Unit.

Reactingtotheincident, the
High Commission of India in
Ottawa said it was in touch with
Canadian authorities and offer-
ing assistance to the victim’s
family.

“We are deeply saddened by
the tragic death of an Indian-
origin woman in Toronto. The
High Commission is closely co-
ordinating with local author-
ities and providing all possible
support to the bereaved
family,” the High Commission
said in a statement.

Under Canadian law, first-
degree murder is the most seri-
ous criminal offence. If con-
victed, the punishment carries
a mandatory sentence of life
imprisonment, with no possi-
bility of parole for at least 25
years.

Courts have nodiscretion to
impose a lesser sentence for
first-degree murder, which
typically involves planningand
deliberation or the killing of an
intimate partner. Police have
urged anyone with information
related to the case to come for-
ward.

been granted bail is extremely
disappointing and shameful —
especially when the survivor...
is living under the shadow of
fear... Bail for rapists and treat-
ing survivors like criminals —
what kind of justice is this?”

The survivor’ssister, speak-
ingto mediapersons, expressed
disappointment with the ver-
dict. “He had killed my uncle,
my father...woh bahar toh aa
gaye hai lekin hum logon ke
upar khatra mandra raha hai,
kya pata woh bahar aane ke
baad mere poore parivar ko
khatam kar de. Unko bahar
nikal diya hai toh humlogon ko
jail ke andar daal de, kam se
kam humarijaan toh surakshit
rahegi (He has been released
but the threat hovers over us
and our family. Who knows he
will erase our entire family once
he is out. If he is being let out,
putusin prison, at least we will
be safe there). My sister is griev-
ing. If something happens to
us, will the court take responsi-
bility? If so, then it’s okay. We
have small children, our
brother. His men continue to
threatenus.”

The suspension of Sengar’s
sentence comes pending a final
decision on the appeal against
his life sentence.

‘I'was stunned’:
Visually impaired
woman at centre of
MP Christmas row

Anand MohanJ
Bhopal, December 24

FOR YEARS, the Christmas
lunch at Prince of Peace Church
in Madhya Pradesh’s Jabalpur
was something she looked for-
ward to — a festive meal, com-
panionship, and the warmth of
community during the holiday
season. This year, it ended with
asenior BJPleader abusing and
manhandling herwhilelevelling
allegations of religious conver-
sion.

A video from last week
showed BJP’s Jabalpur district
vice-president Anju Bhargava
engaged in a skirmish with a
visually-impaired woman after
she entered the church prem-
isesinJabalpur’s Katangaarea,
claiming that children were
being converted to Christianity.

The visually-impaired
woman at the centre of Satur-
day's confrontation, a school
teacher's wife who dreams of
becoming a teacher herself,
says she never imagined that
attending a Christmas celebra-
tion would land her in the
middle of allegations of relig-
ious conversion, physical in-
timidation, and a potential po-
lice case.

“Icame on an invitation for
a Christmas lunch. This
woman, whoIamnowtoldisa
BJP leader, had spoken to my
nieceinavery humiliating way.
She asked her why she was
presentat the event. She abuses
us. I was stunned at the time,”
the woman said.

She is clear about why she
attends the annual Christmas
event.

“I come for the Christmas
lunch every year because I like
it, not because there is some
kind of religious conversion
going on. There is no pressure
or inducement of any kind on
us.”

She has pushed back
against the narrative that has

emerged from right-wing or-
ganisations, who have filed
complaints questioning how
students from a government
hostel were brought to a relig-
ioussite without authorisation.

“Just because I come to cel-
ebrate Christmas doesn't mean
that I have changed my re-
ligion. We should celebrate all
festivals and I see nothing
wrongwith that. We are not dis-
respecting any religion," she
said.

The Jabalpur unit of the BJP
hasissued a show-cause notice
to Bhargava asking her to ex-
plain her actions. Said Mahana-
gar president Rakesh Sonkar:
“We have asked Anju Bharava
toexplain heractionsasseenin
the video. She has been given
seven days to explain her con-
duct”.

Bhargava has defended her
actions, stating she received in-
formation from local activists
that visually-impaired women
were being “held against their
will” in a dilapidated structure
near the church. Police have
meanwhile said no FIR has
been lodged in the case.

Pastor Gloria of Prince of
Peace Church offers a starkly
different account. “The blind
mission people were using our
premises. They came to our
church and did their pro-
gramme. We did not charge
them,” she explains. “Theblind
mission has participants from
all religions. During Christmas
we give gifts to everyone and
notjust Christians.”

Accordingto the pastor, the
group arrived at the church and
immediately began makingac-
cusations. "We don't know who
gave them the report. Theyjust
came and stood and then
began accusing us of religious
conversion." She alleges that
Bhargava physically con-
fronted the visually-impaired
woman and that church staff
were also assaulted.
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Adani Total Gas Limited

(Formerly known as Adani Gas Limited)

POSTAL BALLOT NOTICE TO MEMBERS

The Members of Adani Total Gas Limited (the “Company”) are hereby informed that
pursuant to Section 110 and other applicable provisions, if any, of the Companies Act,
2013 (the "Act”), read with the Rules 20 & 22 of Companies (Management and
Administrations) Rules, 2014, the General Circular Nos. 14/2020 dated 8™ April, 2020,
17/2020 dated 13" April, 2020 read with other relevant Circulars, including General
Circular No. 03/2025 Dated 22™ September, 2025 issued by the Ministry of Corporate
Affairs, Government of India (MCA Circulars’), Secretarial Standard on General Meetings
("SS-2") issued by the Institute of Company Secretaries of India and any other applicable
law, rules and regulations (including any statutory modification(s) or re-enactment(s)
thereof, for the time being in force), the Company seeks the approval of the Members for
the Special Business by way of special resolution, as set out in the postal ballot notice
dated 19" December, 2025 along with the explanatory statement (the "Notice”), by way
of electronic means (i.e. remote e-voting) only.

The dispatch of electronic copies of Postal Ballot Notice (“Notice”) along with the
Explanatory Statement has been completed on Wednesday, 24™ December, 2025, to
those Members whose names appear on the Register of Members/List of Beneficial
Owners as received from the National Securities Depository Limited (“NSDL") and Central
Depository Services (India) Limited (“CDSL") as on Friday, 19" December, 2025 (cut-off
date) and who have registered their e-mail addresses with the Company / Depositories.
Physical copies of the Postal Ballot Notice along with Postal Ballot forms and pre-paid
business reply envelopes are not being sent to Members for this Postal Ballot in line with
the exemption provided in the MCA Circulars. The documents referred to in Postal Ballot
notice are available forinspection and members seeking inspection can send an email to

Notice is available on the website of the Company i.e. www.adanigas.com and of the

Stock Exchanges i.e. BSE Limited and the National Stock Exchange of India Limited at
www.bseindia.com and www.nseindia.com respectively and of the NSDL at

https://www.evoting.nsdl.com/

The Company provides the Members the facility to exercise their right to vote by
electronic means through e-voting services provided by National Securities Depository
Limited (NSDL). The detailed instructions for e-voting have been provided in the Notice.

Theremote e-voting facility is available during the following period:

Commencement of E-voting

9:00 a.m. (IST) on Thursday, 25" December, 2025

Conclusion of E-voting

5:00 p.m. (IST) on Friday, 23° January, 2026

information purpose only.

Theremote e-voting module shall be disabled by NSDL for voting thereafter.

During this period, Members holding shares either in physical form or in dematerialized
form as on Friday, 19" December, 2025 may cast their vote by e-voting. Once the vote on a
resolution is cast by the Member, he/she is not allowed to change it subsequently. The
voting rights of the Members shall be in proportion to their share of the paid-up equity
share capital of the Company as on the Cut-off date i.e., Friday, 19" December, 2025. A
person who is not a member as on the cut-off date should treat this Notice for

The Board of Directors of the Company has appointed Mr. Chirag Shah (Membership No.
FCS: 5545, CP No. 3498) or failing him Mr. Raimeen Maradiya, (Membership No. 11283;
CP No.:17554), Partner, Chirag Shah & Associates, Practicing Company Secretaries as the
Scrutinizer for conducting the postal ballot processin afairand transparent manner.

The Scrutinizer will submit his report to the Chairman, or any authorized person of the
Company and the results of the Postal Ballot will be announced on or before, January 25"
2026. The said results would be displayed at the Registered Office of the Company and
intimated to the National Stock Exchange of India Limited (“NSE") and BSE Limited
("BSE") where the shares of the Company are listed. Additionally, the results will also be
uploaded on the Company's website www.adanigas.com and on the website of NSDL
https://www.evoting.nsdl.com/.

In case of any queries, you may refer the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) for
Shareholders and e-Voting user manual for Shareholders available at the download
section of www.evoting.nsdl.com or call on 022 - 4886 7000 or send a request at

evoting@nsdl.com.

Date: 24-12-2025
Place: Ahmedabad

By the Order of the Board
For Adani Total Gas Limited
Anil Agrawal

Company Secretary

Registered Office: “Adani Corporate House”, Shantigram, Near Vaishno Devi Circle,
S. G. Highway, Khodiyar, Ahmedabad - 382421, Gujarat (India)

Phone No.: +91-79-6624 3200 | Fax No.: +91-79-2754 2988

Website: www.adanigas.com | CIN: L40100GJ2005PLC046553

. Ahmedabad
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