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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The New Delhi Municipal
Council  (NDMC) on
Wednesday approved a land-
mark reform to simplify
licencing norms by treating
FSSAI and GST registrations as
“deemed licences” under the
NDMC Act. The change comes
as a major relief for traders,
shopkeepers and small busi-
nesses operating in the NDMC
area. The decision, cleared at
the NDMC Council meeting, is
expected to reduce compli-
ance burden, cut red tape and
end long-standing confusion
faced by thousands of estab-
lishments over multiple
municipal licences.

Under the new policy, busi-
nesses holding valid FSSAI
registration or GST registra-
tion, along with licences
issued under the Delhi Shops

and Establishments Act, will
no longer be required to
obtain separate Health Trade
or General Trade Licences
from NDMC. Officials clarified
that while separate licences
will not be mandatory, NDMC
will continue inspections to
ensure hygiene, sanitation
and public health standards
are maintained. The deemed
licence provision, however,
will not apply to cases already
pending before courts, which
will continue to be governed
by judicial orders.

NDMC Vice Chairperson
Kuljeet Singh Chahal said the
move was aimed at citizen-
centric governance in line with
the “Viksit Bharat @2047”
vision. “This reform will direct-
ly benefit ordinary traders and
small businesses by simplifying
procedures while maintain-
ing public safety through
regular inspections,” he said.

Another key decision was
the extension of cashless
medical facilities to all con-
tractual employees of NDMC
and their dependents under
the Liberalised Medical
Health Scheme. Chahal said
this was possibly the first
instance in the country where
contractual staff  of  a
Government body were
being given comprehensive,
cashless healthcare cover.

Around 878 contractual
employees are currently
working with NDMC, many of
whom have served continu-
ously for 12 to 25 years in roles
such as data entry operators,
junior engineers, nurses, phar-
macists, sanitary inspectors
and helpers. With the approval,
both employees and their
dependents will now have
access to quality medical treat-
ment, significantly improving
their health security.

The Council also approved
an enhancement of finan-
cial assistance for regular
SC/ST employees under the
Hitkari Nidhi Yojana. The
assistance for the marriage of
each child has been
increased from `50,000 to

`75,000, for up to two chil-
dren. Financial aid in case of
the death of an employee has
also been raised to `75,000.

The Council  meeting,
presided over by Delhi
Minister Parvesh Sahib Singh
Verma, was attended by

NDMC Chairperson Keshav
Chandra, New Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj and other
Council members. A wide
range of proposals covering
health, housing, electricity,
water supply, sanitation, sew-
erage and road infrastructure
were approved.

On the health front, NDMC
cleared the proposal to levy
minimal charges for OPD reg-
istration and dental proce-
dures at its Dental Care Clinic
at Palika Health Complex,
aligning rates with CGHS,
AIIMS, Maulana Azad Institute
of Dental Sciences and Jamia
Millia Islamia. However, the
council clarifies that the NDMC
employee registration in OPD
will remain free of cost.

For employees, the Council
approved revised recruitment
rules for multiple posts, includ-
ing bacteriologists, laborato-
ry technicians, dental assis-

tants, law officers, linemen,
special educators and medical
officers. Amendments to
NDMC Pension Fund
Regulations, 2023, were also
moved forward, with a pro-
posal sent to the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

Major infrastructure deci-
sions were also taken. NDMC
approved the construction of
160 Type-III staff flats at Pushp
Vihar, Saket, at a revised cost
of `105.90 crore. Significant
investments were cleared to
modernise electricity infra-
structure, including replace-
ment of ageing 33 kV and 66
kV switchgears, laying of new
11 kV cables, and procure-
ment of 50 MW of renewable
power through SECI to meet
future demand.

In the water sector,
approvals were granted for a
new water supply control
room at Old RK Ashram Marg,

replacement of old pipelines
at Pandara Road, installation
of smart water meters and
misting systems on major
roads to control dust and
pollution.

The Council also cleared
multiple sanitation and sewer-
age projects, including rehabil-
itation and replacement of
decades-old sewer lines to
prevent collapses and improve
public health. Large-scale road
resurfacing works using
modern hot and cold mix
technology were approved
across key NDMC roads.

Chahal said the decisions
taken reflect NDMC’s push
towards future-ready infra-
structure, simplified gover-
nance and improved civic
services. “These reforms are
meant to directly touch the
lives of ordinary citizens by
making services easier, safer
and more reliable,” he said.
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NDMC approves FSSAI, GST registrations as deemed licences

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

A delegation of  the
Shiromani  Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) on Wednesday met
Delhi Police Commissioner
Satish Golchha and sub-
mitted a  complaint
demanding registration of
a case against AAP leader
Atishi over her alleged
remark against Sikh Gurus.
The delegation met
Golchha at the Delhi Police
headquarters.

“Highly objectionable
words were spoken against
the Sikh Gurus by Atishi
Marlena, the Leader of
Opposition in Delhi Vidhan
Sabha, on January 6,” the
delegation said in its com-
plaint.  Vidhan Sabha
Speaker Vijender Gupta has
released the transcript of the
proceedings, according to
which Atishi has “disrespect-
ed the revered Sikh Gurus”,
it said.

Reacting to this, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) pointed
out while the Delhi Police
found time to meet a del-
egation of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), it has
consistently denied time to
discuss the complete col-
lapse of law and order in
t h e  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l ,
despite repeated requests
from AAP MLAs. The party
said that  as  murders,
shootings and extortion
rackets spiral out of control
across Delhi, the police
leadership has remained
unresponsive to elected

representatives raising
u r g e n t  p u b l i c  
safety concerns.

Citing the transcript, the
complaint by the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) said the
religious sentiments of the
Sikh community worldwide
have been seriously hurt by
the “highly objectionable
utterance” of Atishi.

The leader of  the
Opposition has refuted the
charge, saying a video clip
of her shared on social
media had been tampered
with by the BJP. The AAP-
ruled Punjab has registered
an FIR based on a forensic
examination conducted in
the State that termed the
video clip “doctored”.

The SGPC delegation
stated in its complaint that
the former Delhi Chief
Minister has not shown
regret over the incident
and held her “fully account-
able and responsible” for
hurting the sentiments of
the Sikh community.

SGPC meets DCP, seeks
action against Atishi PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 

n New Delhi

In a major boost to the urban
aesthetics and beautification
of Dwarka Sub-City, Delhi Lt
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Wednesday inaugurated
state-of-the-art column 
fountains at prominent road
junctions at the Sector 6/7
and Sector 5/6 crossings in
Dwarka. The Lt Governor also
inaugurated the ‘Aarambh
Library’ at Vikaspuri — the 
fifth in the series under the
Aarambh initiative in 
around a year.

The project, executed by
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), is part of the
Lt Governor’s ongoing
mission to transform Dwarka
into a world-class residential
and commercial hub with

enhanced green spaces and
urban landmarks.

“We are committed
towards providing holistic
development of the national
capital to address Delhi’s
growing urban requirements
and planning aligned to the
needs of the people of Delhi
while making sustained
efforts to make Dwarka Sub-
City cleaner and greener,
provide essential amenities,
and enhance its overall aes-
thetics,” he said.

Palam MLA Kuldeep
Solanki, Matiala MLA Sandeep
Sehrawat, Vice Chairman
DDA N Saravana Kumar along
with other DDA officials were
present on the occasion.

The newly inaugurated
column fountains combine
contemporary design with
environmental sensitivity.

Rising 2.8 metres high and set
within a 4.5-metre-diameter
sandstone tub crafted from
Teak and Rainbow sandstone,
the fountains feature sleek
column structures that serve
as striking visual landmarks
during the day.

As night falls, dynamic LED
illumination transforms the
installations into vibrant focal

points, enhancing the overall
streetscape. Complemented
by thoughtfully developed
floral landscaping, the water
features not only elevate the
aesthetic appeal of the junc-
tions but also contribute to
cooling the surrounding
micro-environment, offering a
refreshing experience for com-
muters and residents alike.

The Dwarka Golf Course
has emerged as a major
asset for nurturing budding
golf talent, while the centre
of excellence in sports is
aimed at nurturing sporting
talent and promoting a
healthy lifestyle.

In addition, several new
projects are currently under
development to further
enhance Dwarka’s appeal.
These include the upcoming
Bharat Vandana Park, envi-
sioned as a major cultural
and recreational destination.

The Lt Governor also inau-
gurated the ‘Aarambh Library’
at Vikaspuri — the fifth in the
series under the Aarambh
initiative in around a year.
Developed by the Delhi
Development Authority, the
library aims to provide stu-
dents, particularly in West

Delhi, with a dedicated and
affordable environment for
focused learning. The library
is equipped with modular
study tables with integrated
power points, high-speed
internet connectivity, secure
lockers, CCTV surveillance,
air-conditioned and well-lit
interiors, and separate wash-
room facilities for male and
female students. 

An accessible toilet has
also been provided. To
support extended study
hours, ‘Café Vardaan’ has
been introduced within the
premises to provide stu-
dents with light refresh-
ments. This 24×7 Aarambh
Library is designed to cater
to students, researchers, and
lifelong learners, offering a
well-equipped and student-
friendly environment.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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Aiming to minimise menace
of air pollution in the nation-
al  Capital ,  the Delhi
Government has decided to
increase parking fees. 

According to a new notifi-
cation from the Environment
Department, parking fees
across the city will double
whenever the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP)
reaches Phase III (Severe) or
Phase IV (Very Severe). 

The move is part of the
city’s efforts to discourage
vehicle use during days of
high pollution. By increasing
parking charges, authorities
aim to reduce traffic conges-

tion and limit vehicular emis-
sions, which are major con-
tributors to Delhi’s worsening
air quality, sources said.

This comes a day after the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) on
Tuesday announced that

GRAP-4 restrictions have been
withdrawn in Delhi-NCR after
a slight improvement in air
quality. Authorities said the
decision was taken as pollu-
tion levels showed a down-
ward trend compared to the
past few days.

Parking fees to double during GRAP III, IV
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

The Delhi Government on
Wednesday organised a
grand celebration of the
Statehood Days of Manipur,
Meghalaya and Tripura at
the Delhi Secretariat. The cel-
ebrations were organised as
part of its initiative to show-
case the cultural heritage of
different Indian states on a
national platform. The event
brought together senior
Government officials, artists
and cultural troupes from
the three northeastern States
and highlighted their folk
traditions, music and dance.

The programme was held in
line with an announcement

made by the Delhi Government
in February 2025 to formally
observe the Statehood Days of
various States with dignity and
scale. Officials said the objec-
tive of the initiative is to
promote cultural exchange
and present the diversity of
India’s regions to a wider audi-
ence in the national Capital.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta
conveyed her greetings on

the occasion and underlined
the importance of recognis-
ing the cultural identity of all
states. Senior officials of the
Art, Culture and Language
Department, including the
Secretary of the department,
were present at the event.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme was a series of cultur-
al performances curated by
the Sahitya Kala Parishad. 

PANKAJ KUMAR

Govt celebrates Statehood days

Governor inaugurates fountains at Dwarka, Aarambh library at Vikaspuri
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