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New Delhi

T
he National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has
slapped Rs 25,000
as costs on the Del-

hi government for failure to
file a report on the action tak-
en to prevent blockage of
drains in the city.
A bench headed by Acting

NGT Chairperson Justice
Jawad Rahim directed the
AAP government to file its
response within 10 days and
deposit the fine within a
week.
The order came on a plea

filed by city-based Rajokari
Youth Welfare Society seek-
ing a direction to the Delhi
government to take action to
remove blockage of drains in
the national capital.
The tribunal said despite

the petitioner highlighting
the immediate need for ap-
propriate act to prevent ob-

struction in drains the re-
spondent Government of
NCT, Delhi, and the district
magistrate concerned failed
to respond.
"We have forfeited the

right to file objection," the
bench said.
"Considering the fact that

Government of NCT, Delhi
has to explain lot about the
state of affairs which com-
pelled initiation of proceed-
ings in this case, we permit
filing of the statement of

Delhi government within a
period of 10 days subject to
payment of Rs. 25,000 as
costs.
"The costs shall be paid

within one week and only
then they shall be permitted
to file the reply in the reg-
istry," it said.
The tribunal had earlier di-

rected the city government
and the civic bodies to re-
store expeditiously all water
bodies and ensure that these
remain clean and not be-

come waste-dumping yards.
The green panel had said

that water bodies surround-
ing colonies should be main-
tained and kept clean so that
they become a source of nat-
ural beauty.
It had also approved a

proposal put forward by the
Delhi Jal Board to revive
Rajokari water body in
south-west Delhi and devel-
op it in an aesthetic manner.

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The Department of
Telecommunications (DoT)
has extended the last date
for submission of comments
on the recently published
draft National Digital Com-
munications Policy (NDCP),
2018 upto June 1, 2018.

Now the public and stake-
holders may now  give their
comments till 1st June 2018
through the MyGov portal,
where the draft Policy has
been hosted for public com-
ments.  It can be accessed at
https://innovate.mygov.in/
draft-ndcp-2018/.
Several stakeholders had

requested DoT to provide
more time for giving inputs
on the draft Policy.  Earlier
the deadline was set as 25th
May 2018.
The DoT had released the

draft NDCP on 1st May
2018 for public comments.
The key objectives of the
policy include broadband
for all, creating 4 million
additional jobs in the digital
communications sector, en-
hancing the contribution of
the digital communications
sector to 8% of India’s
GDP from around 6% in
2017, propelling India to
the top 50 nations in the
ICT Development Index
of ITU from 134 in 2017,
enhancing India’s contri-
bution to global value
chains, and ensuring dig-
ital sovereignty of the
country.

New Delhi
Investigations into the al-
leged money-laundering case
against journalist Upendra
Rai has taken the probe
agencies by surprise as they
claimed to have recovered
call data records of a senior
ED official, an IAS officer
earlier posted in the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs, besides
confidential communication
between Singapore-based
Indian High Commission
and a former ED chief, offi-
cials said here.
The recoveries also in-

cluded income tax assess-
ment orders of various com-
panies and Suspicious Trans-
action Reports (STRs) of
nearly 140 companies gen-
erated by the Financial In-
telligence Unit (FIU) after a
joint CBI-ED searches on
Rai and his associates.
The probe agencies along

with the Income Tax De-
partment conducted fresh
searches in Gurgaon, Kolkata
and Mumbai over the week
against a number of people
including few tax depart-
ment officials on the basis of
these disclosures.
The agencies have seized,

during the first round of
searches at the premises of
Rai and his associates, a con-
fidential communication be-
tween the Indian High Com-
mission in Singapore and
former ED Director Rajan
Katoch in connection with a
case related to industrialist
Naveen Jindal, the officials
said.
A letter written by Jindal

to Katoch in 2015 has also
been recovered from the
cache apart from a secret
inquiry report of foreign as-
sets and a note shared by a
Special Director of the ED in
the backdrop of the Singa-
porean FIU taking umbrage
on the leakage of its shared

information in the Indian
media.
The officials told PTI that

documents pertaining to four
IT assessment orders against
Mumbai-based companies
have been recovered from
the premises of Sanjay Sne-
hi, an associate of Rai who is
being probed in the case.
Among other seizures

made from the premises of
Snehi are CDRs of a senior
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) officer investigating the
Supreme Court monitored
Aircel-Maxis case, that of an
IAS officer who served as a
Joint Secretary in the Min-
istry of Corporate Affairs, of
a journalist owning an Hin-
di news portal and those of
Rai's wife Rachna, among
others.
All of these are suspected

to have been sourced by Rai
some years back, a senior of-
ficial said. The searches had
more surprise for the officials
when the sleuths recovered a
confidential note of 2010 of
an ex-ED Additional Direc-

tor, now a senior officer in
the Delhi Police, to the then
CBI Director "complaining"
about the activities of Rai.
"The highly classified let-

ter is recovered from a man
who himself is the subject of
discussion and question in
the note. A full enquiry is on
to find as to how this docu-
ment was leaked to Rai," the
official said.
Documents related to a

disproportionate assets case
charge sheet filed by the CBI
against former Noida Chief
Engineer Yadav Singh have
also been seized by the probe
agencies after raids on Rai
and his associates Snehi,
Rahul Sharma and others
early this month.
Among the other sensi-

tive documents in raids
against Rai is a 2015 ED
complaint filed against meat
exporter Moin Qureshi and
others.
Qureshi is being probed by

the ED, the IT department
and the CBI for alleged tax
evasion and money laun-

dering after his purported
dubious links with former
CBI Director A P Singh came
to the fore.
A total of 140 STRs, gen-

erated by the Financial In-
telligence Unit to check du-
bious, black money and ter-
ror-financing linked trans-
actions in the country's eco-
nomic channels, have also
been seized from a pen drive
found at Rai's premises as
part of these recoveries.
The highly sensitive and

confidential STRs, of the pe-
riod between 2015-16, are
largely connected to those
firms which are being probed
by various agencies for trade-
based money laundering,
black money generation and
export/import frauds, in-
cluding one related to the son
of a former chief minister.
The agencies are now

probing at least 14 accounts
in the name of Rai, his fam-
ily and company in various
banks in Delhi, eight luxury
cars like Audi, Mercedes,
Honda and Innova and three

firms linked to him --
M/s Upendra Rai and As-

sociates, Ms Clear Water So-
lution and M/s Brandbird
Marketing Services.
The agencies have found

that Rai owns two flats in the
upscale GK-I locality in the
national capital, one flat each
at the Hailey Road in Delhi,
Noida, Ghaziabad, Nashik
(Maharashtra), and two in
Lucknow in the his and his
family's name. The ED may
attach them under the
PMLA.
Three id cards issued by

the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) in the name
of Rai have also been recov-
ered and are being investi-
gated, even as the journalist
is being probed for alleged-
ly using a fake Aerodrome
Entry Pass (AEP) to enter
sensitive areas of "all" the air-
ports in the country.
Some email question-

naires sent by Rai and his as-
sociates to business groups
and other individuals is also
under the scanner, the offi-
cial said.
A number of mobile

phones and hard disks of
Rai and his associates have
been sent for forensic ex-
amination by the probe
agencies which is expected to
reveal more information
about Rai's links and con-
tacts with government offi-
cials and politicians, he said.
The ED and the CBI are

probing Rai under criminal
sections of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) and the Prevention
of Corruption Act respec-
tively.
He is at present in judicial

custody after the CBI arrest-
ed him on charges of alleged
extortion and manipulation
of an Income Tax Depart-
ment case against a Mumbai-
bound businessman.

Staff Reporter
New Delhi

The Ateli- Phulera section
freight corridor that  falls in
Haryana (Mahendragarh
district) and Rajasthan
(Jaipur district),  is  to be
open from August 15, 2018.
Chairman, Railway Board,

Ashwani Lohani, has already
inspected  the aforesaid
Ateli-Phulera section of
western dedicated freight
corridor and announced that
the said   dedicated freight
corridor would  be started on
15th August 2018.
Lohani inspected struc-

tures and discussed critical
issues. The distance between
two stations is 190 Kms and
it falls in Haryana (Mahen-
dragarh district) and Ra-
jasthan (Jaipur district). This
section contains 10 number
of viaducts and major
bridges, 127 number of mi-
nor bridges, one rail fly over
and 118 road under bridges.
There are 6 DFC stations in
this section and two junc-
tions, i.e. Ateli and Phulera.
The chairman of the Rail-

way Board  also took keen in-
terest in some of the latest
construction methodologies,
like mechanised boring /
auguring of mast founda-
tions, erection of electrical
poles through mast grabber
, which are being tried for the
first time to expedite the
progress of project.  DFCCIL
will run freight train at the
maximum speed of 100
km/per hour as against the
current maximum speed of

75 kms per hour on Indian
Railway tracks whereas the
average speed of freight
trains will also be increased
from existing speed of 26
km/ph on Indian Railways
lines to 70 km/ph on Dedi-
cated Freight Corridors
(DFC).
DFCCIL, a special pur-

pose vehicle (SPV) is en-
gaged in planning, con-
struction, operation and
maintenance of the Dedi-
cated Freight Corridors and
in the first phase, the two
corridors, namely Eastern
Corridor from Ludhiana to
Dankuni (1856 Kms) and the
Western Corridor from Dadri
to Jawahar Lal Nehru Port
(JNPT) (1504 Kms) are being
constructed for exclusively
movement of Goods Trains.
The Eastern Dedicated

Freight Corridor from Lud-
hiana to Dankuni near
Kolkata is traversing states of
Punjab, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand
and West Bengal. The West-
ern Dedicated Freight corri-
dor from Dadri (Uttar
Pradesh) to Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Trust (Mumbai)
is passing through Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat and Maha-
rashtra.
The western corridors is

being funded by Japan In-
ternational Corporation
Agency (JICA), while the
Eastern Corridor from
Mughalsarai to Ludhiana is
being funded by the World
Bank.

New Delhi
Many children had their granny
as their first storyteller but au-
thor Ruskin Bond says neither
of his grandmothers told him
any tale while he was a kid.
As a boy, the author was very

fond of reading and wanted to
emulate his favourite authors
and be one of them himself. He
read everything he could lay
his hands on - from Charles
Dickens, P G Wodehouse, Som-
erset Maugham to Graham
Greene.
"I read everything from de-

tective stories to the classics. It
all made a difference. The books,
the authors you read in the
formative years are the ones
that have the most impact,"
says Bond, who turned 84 on
May 19.
The prolific writer says the

love of language and literature
has kept him going. And he is
also inspired by nature and the
streams, hills and trees.
"Many people had their

grandmothers to tell them sto-
ries but nobody told me any. I
started reading early and thus I
read my own stories," he says.
"One of my grandmothers

was a very silent woman, the
other one used to scold me a lot.
So I don't recall them telling me
any story," Bond told PTI in an
interview.
Asked if he would have taken

any other profession if not writ-
ing, he says, "Even before I fin-
ished school, I wanted to be a
writer. So any other ambition at

that time would have centred
around being a football player or
a tap dancer that I wouldn't be
doing anyway. So I think I prob-
ably made the right choice."
On whether he fears that he

might run out of ideas, the
writer says, "The older you get
the more you have to look back
upon. Life stretches behind you.
So you don't really run out of
people, you might run out of

places in a way. So you have
more to write about as you grow
older."
Bond was born in Kasauli, Hi-

machal Pradesh, and grew up in
Jamnagar, Dehradun, New Del-
hi and Shimla. As a young man,
he spent four years in the Chan-
nel Islands and London. He re-
turned to India in 1955. He
now lives in Landour, Mus-
soorie, with his adopted family.
At the age of eight, Bond

escaped his jail-like boarding
school in the hills and went
on to live with his father in
Delhi. His time in the capital
is filled with books, visits to
the cinema, music, and walks
and conversations with his
father - a dream life for a cu-
rious and wildly imaginative
boy, which turns tragic all too
soon.
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My grandmothers didn't tell me stories: Ruskin Bond

NGT slaps `25,000 fine on
Delhi govt for not filing report

TA large num-
ber of NRI matrimonial
dispute cases remain
pending on account of
non-appearance of the
perpetrator jeopardis-
ing women and chil-
dren’s future

Several stakeholders
had requested DoT to
provide more time for
giving inputs on the
draft Policy.  Earlier the
deadline was set as
25th May 2018.
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