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ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Sydney

Iran’s ambassador to
Australia was seen preparing
to leave the country on
Thursday, days after Prime
Minister Anthony Albanese
ordered him to leave over
accusations that Tehran
masterminded at least two
antisemitic arson attacks in
the country.

Local television stations
Network Seven and Network
Nine spoke to Ambassador
Ahmad Sadeghi as he
headed for a flight at the
airport in Sydney.

Albanese cut off diplo-
matic relations with Iran on
Tuesday after announcing
that Australian intelligence
officials had concluded that
Iran had directed arson
attacks on the Lewis
Continental Kitchen, a
kosher food company in
Sydney, in October 2024 and
on Melbourne’s Adass 
Israel Synagogue two
months later.

The Australian govern-
ment told Sadeghi that he
would be expelled shortly
before making the accusa-
tion public, Albanese said.

Albanese previously resist-
ed calls to expel Iran’s envoy
to Canberra before, analysts
said, including in 2024 when

Sadeghi was summoned for
meetings with foreign min-
istry officials over his social
media posts.

There has been a steep
rise in antisemitic incidents
in Sydney and Melbourne
since the Israel-Hamas war
began in 2023,  and
Australian authorities have
previously said they suspect
that foreign actors are
paying local criminals-for-

hire to carry out attacks in
the country.

Mike Burgess, the director-
general of the Australian
Security Intelligence
Organisation, said no Iranian
diplomats in Australia were
involved in coordinating 
the attacks.

Neither Burgess nor
Albanese explained what
evidence there was of
Iranian involvement.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA  n Colombo

A 15-member team of Indian fishermen has arrived in
Sri Lanka to take possession of fishing boats seized
earlier by the Sri Lankan authorities for alleged
poaching, officials said on Thursday.

Led by S Jesurasa, the group from Tamil Nadu’s
Rameswaram town reached the northern Jaffna district
on Wednesday and inspected seven boats docked at
the Myliddi fishing harbour. The vessels were released
in 2022 by Sri Lankan authorities.

The fishermen are scheduled to spend three days in
Jaffna to engage local repair workers to restore the
engines of the boats before taking them back to India.
They are expected to return later to ferry the vessels
once the repairs are complete, officials said.

Indian fishermen travel to Sri
Lanka to reclaim seized boats

DDuubbaaii:: Iran’s rial currency

fell to near-record lows on

Thursday as concerns grew

in Tehran that European

nations will start a process

to reimpose United Nations

sanctions on the Islamic

Republic over its nuclear

programme, further

squeezing the country’s

ailing economy. 

The move, termed the

“snapback” mechanism by

the diplomats who

negotiated it into Iran’s

2015 nuclear deal with

world powers, was

designed to be veto-proof

before the world body and

would be likely to go into

effect after a 30-day

window. If implemented,

the measure would again

freeze Iranian assets

abroad, halt arms deals

with Tehran and penalises

any development of its

ballistic missile

programme, among other

measures. 

In Tehran on Thursday,

the rial traded at over 1

million to $1. At the time of

the 2015 accord, it traded

at 32,000 to $1, showing

the currency’s precipitous

collapse in the time since.

The rial hit its lowest point

ever in April at 1,043,000

rials to $1. 

France, Germany and the

United Kingdom warned

August 8 that Iran could

trigger snapback when it

halted inspections by the

International Atomic

Energy Agency after Israeli

strikes at the start of the

two countries’ 12-day war

in June. 

IRANIAN RIAL CRASHES

Iranian ambassador
leaves Australia 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Kyiv

A mass Russian drone and
missile attack on Ukraine’s
capital, including a rare strike
in the centre of the city, early
on Thursday killed at least 12
people and wounded 48, local
authorities said.

It was the first major
Russian combined attack on
Kyiv in weeks as US-led peace
efforts to end the three-year
war struggled to gain traction.
Russia launched 598 strike
drones and decoys and 31 mis-
siles of different types across
the country, according to
Ukraine’s Air Force, making it
one of the war’s biggest air
attacks.

Among the dead were
three children ages 2, 14 and
17, said Tymur Tkachenko,
the head of Kyiv’s city admin-
istration. The numbers are
expected to rise. 

Rescue teams were on site
to pull people trapped under-
neath the rubble.

“Russia chooses ballistics
instead of the negotiating
table,” Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said in
a post on X following the
attack. “We expect a response
from everyone in the world
who has called for peace but
now more often stays silent
rather than taking principled
positions.”

Russia’s Ministry of Defence
said Thursday it shot down
102 Ukrainian drones
overnight, mostly in the
country’s southwest. A drone

attack sparked a blaze at the
Afipsky oil refinery in the
Krasnodar region, local offi-
cials said, while a second fire
was reported at the
Novokuibyshevsk refinery in
the Samara region.

Ukrainian drones have
repeatedly struck refineries
and other oil infrastructure in
recent weeks in an attempt to
weaken Russia’s war
economy, causing gas sta-
tions in some Russian regions
to run dry and prices to spike.

Russia launched decoy
drones, cruise missiles and
ballistic missiles, said
Tkachenko.

At least 20 locations across
seven districts of Kyiv had
impacts. Nearly 100 build-
ings were damaged, including
a shopping mall in the city
centre, and thousands of
windows were shattered, he

said. Ukrainian forces shot
down and neutralised 563
drones and decoys and 26
missiles across the country, its
Air Force said.

Russian strikes hit the
central part of Kyiv, one of the
few times Russian attacks
have reached the heart of the
Ukrainian capital since the
start of the full-scale inva-
sion. Residents cleared shat-
tered glass and debris from
damaged buildings. Sophia
Akylina said her home was
damaged.

“It’s never happened before
that they attacked so close,”
the 21-year old said.
“Negotiations haven’t yielded
anything yet, unfortunately
people are suffering.”

Bodies  pulled  from  the
rubble:  Smoke billowed from
the crumbled column of a five-
story residential building in

the Darnytskyi district, which
suffered a direct hit. An acrid
stench of burning material
wafted in the air as firefight-
ers worked to contain 
the blaze.

Emergency responders
searched for survivors and
pulled bodies from the
destruction. Crowds of resi-
dents stood nearby waiting
for relatives to retrieved from
the rubble, including a man
who was waiting for informa-
tion about his wife and son.
Bodies in black bags were
placed to the side of the
building.

It was not the first time the
district was targeted, neigh-
bourhood residents said.

Oleksandr Khilko arrived
at the scene after a missile hit
the residential building where
his sister lives. 

He heard screams from
people who were trapped
under the rubble and pulled
out three survivors, including
a boy.

“It’s inhuman, striking civil-
ians,” he said, his clothes
covered in dust and the tips
of his fingers black with soot.
“With every cell of my body I
want this war to end as soon
as possible. I wait, but every
time the air raid alarm sounds,
I am afraid.”

Ukraine’s national railway
operator, Ukrzaliznytsia,
reported damage to its infra-
structure in the Vinnytsia and
Kyiv regions, causing delays
and requiring trains to use
alternative routes. 

Ukraine: 12 killed, 48 injured in Russian attack   

Firefighters working on the site of a burning building after a Russian attack 
in Kyiv, Ukraine AP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Beijing

Twenty-six foreign leaders,
including Russian President
Vladimir Putin and North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un,
will attend China’s military
parade to commemorate its
victory against “Japanese
aggression” in WWII.

The presence of foreign
leaders at the parade on
September 3 in what Beijing
describes as the “war of resis-
tance against Japanese
aggression in World War II”
has become a diplomatic
spat between Japan and
China after Tokyo urged the
world leaders to refrain from
attending, saying it has “anti-
Japanese overtones”.

China has lodged a diplo-
matic protest with Japan for
its request to the world
leaders not to attend the
event. At the invitation of
Chinese President Xi Jinping,
26 foreign leaders will attend
China’s V-Day commemora-
tions in Beijing, Assistant
Foreign Minister Hong Lei
announced here on
Thursday.

Those include Putin and
Kim, he added.

From the subcontinent,
Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif, Nepal Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli and
Maldives President Mohamed
Muizzu will  attend the
parade, according to the list
of leaders released by Hong.

“China will stage a massive
military parade on
September 3 to commemo-
rate the 80th anniversary of
the victory in the Chinese
People’s War of Resistance

Against Japanese Aggression
and the World Anti-Fascist
War,” Hong said.

The parade is being held in
Beijing soon after the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) Summit,
which is scheduled for August
31 and September 1 in Tianjin
city.

China is this year’s rotating
chair of the 10-member bloc,
including Russia, India, Iran,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,

Pakistan,  Tajikistan,
Uzbekistan, and Belarus.

Last week, China’s
Assistant Foreign Minister
Liu Bin told a media briefing
here that 20 world leaders,
besides 10 heads of interna-
tional organisations, includ-
ing UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, will attend
the SCO summit.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will visit Tianjin to par-
ticipate in the SCO summit

after his two-day visit  
to Japan.

China’s efforts to rope in
leaders of several countries
attending the SCO summit to
attend its parade drew
Japan’s ire.

Japanese news agency
Kyodo reported Tuesday that
Japan has conveyed to other
nations through its
embassies abroad that
China’s commemorative
events have “anti-Japanese
overtones” and that the par-
ticipation of leaders should
be carefully considered.

The Chinese foreign min-
istry has reacted angrily to
Japanese calls to leaders of
the countries by lodging a
diplomatic protest with
Tokyo.

“If Japan truly wants to
turn this page on historical
issues, it should face square-
ly and reflect on its history of
aggression with sincerity,
make a clean break with
militarism, stick to the path
of peaceful development,

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n London

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer is set to replace one
of  his  key aides  at  10
Downing Street in London,
Ninjeri ‘Nin’ Pandit, after
j u s t  1 0  m o n t h s  a s  h i s
Principal Private Secretary
(PPS), according to UK media
reports on Thursday.

The Indian-origin top civil
s e r v a n t ,  i n  c h a r g e  o f
running the team at the
Prime Minister’s office as
PPS,  is  expected to be
moved into a new role
leading on policy delivery at
number 10 Downing Street.

According to the BBC,
Starmer had become con-

cerned that Pandit was inef-
fective as one of the most
influential members of his
inner circle. However, allies
of the UK PM have since dis-
missed this speculation and
indicated that he retained
trust and confidence in her.

While Downing Street has
declined to confirm or deny
d e v e l o p m e n t s  r e l a t e d  
t o  i n t e r n a l  s t a f f i n g  
matters, the Opposition
Conservatives jumped on
the news as a sign of the
Labour Government’s lack
of direction.

“ K e i r  S t a r m e r  k e e p s
sacking advisers, losing min-
isters, and briefing against
his own team in the papers.
Another reset won’t hide

the truth: he has no plan, no
direction, and needs his
R e d  F o l d e r  ( o f f i c i a l
Government files) to remind
him what he stands for,”
Opposition Leader Kemi
Badenoch posted on social
media, with reference to
the media reports over a
proposed PPS replacement.

According to the official
b i o g r a p h y  o n  t h e  U K
G o v e r n m e n t  w e b s i t e ,
Pandit was previously direc-
tor of the Downing Street
policy unit from November
2022 – when Rishi Sunak
was prime minister. Prior to
the policy role, she led the
Downing Street Delivery
Unit’s health and social care
team, including during the

COVID  pandemic. Before
joining the PM’s office,
Pandit was with the state-
funded National Health
Service as the chief of staff
and lead policy advisor to
the NHS England CEO.

Pandit has worked in
digital health services in a
variety of areas such as the
first electronic personal
health record in mental
health services in the UK,
and also led work on infor-
mation transparency for the
Mayor of London’s Health
Improvement Board.

The senior civil servant
h a s  a n  M S c  i n  
Health, Community and
Development and a BSc in
Biopsychology and French.

UK PM Keir Starmer to replace key
Downing Street aide Ninjeri Pandit

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Beijing

China and India should jointly
safeguard peace and tranquil-
ity in their border areas after
the recent positive and con-
structive round of border talks
between them during which a
10-point consensus was
reached, the Chinese military
said on Thursday.

The Special Representatives,
NSA Ajit Doval and Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi, held
the 24th Round of Talks on the
India-China Boundary
Question on August 19 in Delhi.

During the talks, a 10-point
consensus was reached, and
the two sides agreed to utilise
the border management and
control mechanisms through
diplomatic and military chan-
nels, China’s Defence
Spokesperson Zhang Xiaogang
said, commenting for the first
time on the outcome of 
the dialogue.

During the talks, the two
sides had a candid and in-
depth exchange of views on
the China-India boundary
question in a positive and
constructive spirit, reaching
multiple consensuses, 
Zhang said.

China, India
should jointly
ensure peace
in border
areas: Chinese
military 

Putin, Kim Jong to take part in China’s V-Day parade British Sikh MP Jeevun Sandher
marries fellow Labour politician 
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n London

Jeevun Sandher, one of
Britain’s newest members
of Parliament elected in the
Labour Party’s landslide
general election victory last
July, has tied the knot in a
traditional Sikh and church
wedding with fellow Labour
MP Louise Jones.

S a n d h e r ,  M P  f o r
Loughborough in the East
Midlands region of England,
took to social media on
Wednesday to post pic-
t u r e s  f r o m  t h e  d u a l
wedding ceremonies over
the course of the summer
vacation period this month.

Their engagement had
b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  i n
Parliament by Leader of
the House of Commons
Lucy Powell in December
2024, nearly two years after
they met on the campaign

trai l  as  relat ively  new
Labour Party politicians.

“I am delighted to share
with you all that, over the
summer, I married my won-
derful wife, Louise Sandher-
Jones,” Sandher said in 
his post. 

“ I  m e t  L o u i s e  i n
Loughborough and consid-
er myself very, very lucky.
The wedding was the best
day of my life”. 
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