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India pavilion: A sizzling experience in freezing Davos 
akshara srivastava 
New Delhi, 30 January 

World leaders, corporate honchos, 
economists, and scholars from 
around the globe, who had congre-
gated for the 56th World Economic 
Forum last week at the Alpine 
hamlet of Davos, were in for a treat 
at the India pavilion. 

Chef Manu Chandra, who 
founded Single Thread Catering in 
March 2022, was back at the  
conference after three years to 
whip up Indian treats for those in 
attendance. 

“We had a lot of learnings from 
the last time and knew that with so 
many global heads of state present, 
planning was sacrosanct. Nothing 
could be left to the last minute. 
While we made everything fresh, it 
was all prepped in advance,” said 

Chandra, who flew to Davos two 
days ahead of the event. 

Staying at the apartments of 
Davos residents, which are emptied 
before the event starts, Chandra 
and team used to trek for over an 
hour in the snow to reach the 
kitchen. They were sharing it with 
another London-based chef and  
his team. 

With a three-day networking 
extravaganza in -10 degree celcius, 
the idea was to serve hot and  
wholesome food that could be had 
on-the-go. 

With no sit-down buffet type 
provision, form and presentation 
mattered as much as the taste and 
quality, he says. And so, the days 
kicked off with a dal tadka soup 
shot, made of a moong base with the 
tadka oils used as garnish. 

Chandra curated a different 

menu for each of the three days, 
paying homage to three different 
parts of the country. 

Paying homage to states south 
of the Vindhyas, the chef paired 
madur vadas with a white aspara-

gus pallya, a pullimunchi with 
black salsify — a Spanish root  
vegetable, and a bajra khichdi, 
among others. 

“It was local Indian food, with a 
touch of Europe but did not com-
promise the soul,” he said. 

In a nod to Bengaluru’s bakery 
culture, there was filter coffee tira-
misu, biscuits from the famous 
Iyengar Bakery replaced the Italian 
ladyfingers, filter coffee decoction 
was mixed into the cream, and the 
dessert topped with a filter coffee 

foam instead of cocoa powder. 
When serving food from Assam, 

West Bengal and Bihar, mustard in 
the shorshe prawns were replaced 
with Swiss mustard and the tradi-
tional kheer kadam was reim-
agined as an Austrian Linzertorte, 
with a raspberry flavoured rasgulla 
wrapped in sandesh and a layer of 
biscuit crumb on top. 

When serving food from Punjab, 
UP, and Delhi, there was a bowl of 
piping hot rajma chawal, “which 
reminds me of winter lunches after 
school in Delhi,” he says. 

To make sure the Indian flair to 
the dishes was perfect, Chandra 
carried with him three different 
types of rice from different regions 
for each day, nachni (ragi) from the 
southern states, and radhuni and 
kashundi from Bengal, among 
others. 

His favourite moment was 
when former UK Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak visited the pavilion 
and tried several of the creations. 

“In an environment where 
people are always on the move, it is 
diicult to catch someone’s atten-
tion. Luckily for us, Rishi Sunak 
spent some time exploring our 
menu,” Chandra says. 

Food really is soft power, he 
added. “And this year, the gravitas 
was even greater with US President 
Donald Trump, Ukrainian head of 
state Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and 
even Elon Musk. It was also monu-
mental, considering the state of the 
world today,” he says. 

He adds, “Events like these also 
add a lot of credibility to what we 
do, and small wins like showing 
people how far India has come all 
make for endearing memories.”

bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

Menstrual health integral part 
of right to life and dignity: SC 
bhavini mishra 
New Delhi, 30 January  

The Supreme Court on Friday held that 
menstrual health is an integral part of 
the right to life and dignity under 
Article 21 of the Constitution, directing 
a nationwide rollout of free menstrual 
hygiene facilities for adolescent girls  
in schools.   

The Court ordered pan-India imple-
mentation of the Union government’s 
Menstrual Hygiene Policy for School-
going Girls for students from Classes 6 
to 12, making its directions binding on 
all schools, both government and pri-
vate, in urban and rural areas. 

A Bench of Justices JB Pardiwala 
and R Mahadevan mandated that every 
school must be equipped with func-
tional, hygienic and gender-segregated 
toilets with running water, soap and 
washing facilities at all times.  

Toilet infrastructure, the Court said, 
must ensure privacy, accessibility and 
dignity, including for children with  
disabilities. States and Union Terri-
tories were directed to ensure the free 
provision of oxo-biodegradable sani-
tary napkins compliant with ASTM D-
6954 standards.  

These must be made easily access-
ible to girl students, preferably through 
vending machines within toilet prem-

ises or at clearly identified locations in 
schools.  Schools were also instructed to 
establish menstrual hygiene manage-
ment (MHM) corners stocked with spare 
uniforms, innerwear, disposable pads 
and other essential materials to address 
emergencies during menstruation. 

“This pronouncement is not just for 
stakeholders of the legal system. It is 
also meant for classrooms where girls 
hesitate to ask for help. It is for teachers 
who want to help but are restrained due 
to a lack of resources. And it is for par-
ents who may not realise the impact of 
their silence,” he said. 

“We wish to communicate to every 
girl child who may have become a 
victim of absenteeism because her 
body was perceived as a burden when 
the fault is not hers,” he added. 

The Bench examined the issue 
through the lens of Articles 14, 21 and 
21A. Schools found in violation of RTE 
norms would face derecognition, while 
the State would be accountable for 
lapses in government-run institutions. 

The failure to provide basic 
enabling conditions such as clean 
washrooms, menstrual products,  
disposal mechanisms and awareness, 
the Court said, converts a biological 
reality into structural exclusion, under-
mining access to education and long-
term opportunity. 
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आनिष आय्यन 
 केंदीय इलेक्ॉवनकस और सूचना

पौदोवगकी रंती अस््नी ्ैषण् ने 
शुक्ार को कहा वक सरकार देश के 

500 व्््व्दालयों के ्ातों को गावफकस 
पोसेवसंग यूवनट्स (जीपीयू), स्देशी डेटासेट्स 
और अनय आवटटिवफशल इंटेवलजेंस टूल 

उपलबध कराएगी। 
्ैषण् ने कहा वक ये टूल और जीपीयू 

व्््व्दालयों को उसी ढांचे के अंतग्मत वदए 
जाएंगे, वजसके तरह सरकार ने देशिर के 300 
से अवधक व्््व्दालयों को सेरीकंडकटर 
इलेसक्कल वडसचाज्म रशीवनंग (ईडीएर) 
उपकरण उपलबध कराए हैं। 

उनहोंने कहा वक ्ातों को एआई रें पवशवकत 

करने के वलए सरकार व्््व्दालयों के साथ 
वरलकर पाठ्यकर को अंवतर रूप देने पर कार 
कर रही है। ्ैषण् ने कहा, ‘हर एआई 
इन्ास्कचर उपलबध कराएंगे, जहां ्ातों को 
एआई के अ्सरों रें बहुत अच्ी ्ेवनंग  
वरल सके।’ 

उनहोंने कहा वक सरकार इंवडया एआई वरशन 
के तहत बड़े शोध काय्मकर िी शुरू करेगी। 
इससे पहले रंगल्ार को ्ैषण् ने कहा था वक 
16 से 20 फर्री तक वदलली रें आयोवजत हो 
रही आगारी एआई इमपैकट सवरट  दुवनया का 
सबसे बड़ा एआई काय्मकर होगा, वजसरें 1 
लाख से अवधक लोग िाग लेंगे। 

उनहोंने आगे कहा वक अगले ्ह रहीनों रें 
सरकार इंवडया एआई वरशन का दूसरा चरण 
शुरू करने की योजना बना रही है। ् ैषण् ने कहा 
वक एआई इमपैकट सवरट रें वप्ले दो ्र्षों रें 
गूगल, एरेजॉन, राइकोसॉफट और अनय 
कंपवनयों दारा वकए गए लगिग 70 अरब डॉलर 
के वन्ेश के दोगुना होने की संिा्ना है। 

इलेक्ॉवनकस और सूचना पौदोवगकी रंतालय 
के सवच् एस. कृषणन ने कहा वक एआई इमपैकट 
सवरट पांच वद्सीय आयोजन के दौरान 10 
ठोस नतीजे सारने आ सकते हैं। उनहोंने कहा, 
‘हर इस सवरट के राधयर से तकनीक, 
व्शेरकर एआई को लोकतांवतक बनाना  
चाहते हैं।’

अहोना मुखर्जी 

नैशनल ससकल डे्लपरेंट 
कॉप्पोरेशन (एनएसडीसी) इंटरनै-
शनल जापानी िारा प वशकण केंद 
सथावपत करने के वलए रधय पदेश, 
वहराचल पदेश, वरजोरर, वतपुरा, 
अरुणाचल पदेश और र  वणपुर के 
साथ साझेदारी करना चाहता है। 
कौशल व्कास और उदवरता 
रंतालय के तहत आने ्ाले एनए-
सडीसी का उदे्य ्ोटे शहरों और 
गारीण केतों के यु्ाओं को 
पवशवकत करना है तावक उनहें अंत-
रराष्ीय गवतशीलता काय्मकरों के 
तहत आजीव्का के वलए जापान 
िेजा जा सके। 

रंतालय के सूतों के अनुसार, 
जापानी िारा प वशकण केंदों रें ऐसे 
लोगों के वलए पूण्मकावलक जापानी 
िारा और नौकररयों से जुड़े 
काय्मकर संचावलत वकए जाते हैं, 
जो व्वशषट कुशल श्रवरक और 
तकनीकी इंटन्मवशप जैसे ्ीजा पर 
जापान रें कार करना चाहते हैं। ये 
काय्मकर सीधे तौर पर एनएसडीसी 
इंटरनैशनल या िागीदारों के 
राधयर से चलाए जाते हैं। 

एनएसडीसी इंटरनैशनल (एन-
एसडीसीआई) वलवरटडे की 

सथापना अकटूबर 2021 रें हुई 
थी, जो एनएसडीसी की पूण्म 
स्ावरत् ्ाली सहायक कंपनी है 
और कौशल रंतालय के 
पशासवनक वनयंतण रें कार करती 
है। एनएसडीसी इंटरनैशनल ने 
गुरुगार और र वणपुर व्््व्-
दालय सरेत कई जगहों पर 
जापानी िारा पवशकण केंद 
सथावपत वकए हैं। 

इस सपताह की शुरुआत रें एन-
एसडीसीआई ने दोनों देशों के बीच 
अगसत 2025 रें लागू रान् 
संसाधन व्वनरय काय्म योजना के 
तहत लगिग 40 यु्ाओं को 
जापान िेजा। यह संगठन 8 से 9 

रहीने की अ् वध ्ाले िाराई और 
नौकरी से जुड़े जापानी काय्मसथल 
वशषटाचार और सांसकृवतक सं्ेदी-
करण काय्मकर चलाता है। 

एनएसडीसी के रुखय काय्मकारी 
अवधकारी अरुण कुरार वपललई ने 
व्दाई सरारोह रें कहा, 'इन जैसी 
साझेदाररयों के राधयर से हर 
अपने यु्ाओं के वलए साथ्मक 
अंतरराष्ीय कररयर बनाने का 
रासता तैयार कर रहे हैं। ऐसा करके, 
्ैस््क काय्मबल की जरूरतों के 
वलए िारत की पवतषठा को 
व्््सनीय, िव्षय के वलए तैयार 
िागीदार के रूप रें रजबूत कर रहे 
हैं।' ्र्म 2025 के िारत-जापान 

्ावर्मक वशखर समरेलन के दौरान 
दोनों देशों ने सरकार, उदोग और 
वशका जगत रें व्विनन संसथाओं 
के पयासों को बढा्ा देने का 
संकलप वलया था, तावक अगले 
पांच ्र्षों रें िारत से जापान जाने 
्ाले कुशल कवर्मयों और संिाव्त 
पवतिा पेशे्रों की संखया 
50,000 तक बढाई जा सके। 
अब तक, इस पहल के तहत 
लगिग 400 उमरीद्ारों को 
पवशवकत वकया जा चुका है, वजनरें 
से के्ल 185 इस सरय जापान 
रें कार कर रहे हैं। 

जापान की ्ृद्ध होती आबादी 
उसके श्रर बाजार पर दबा् डाल 
रही है, वजससे से्ावन्ृव्ति के 
रानदंडों रें सुधार हो रहा है। ्र्म 
2013 रें जापान ने बुजुग्म 
वयसकतयों के रोजगार के 
ससथरीकरण पर अवधवनयर रें 
संशोधन वकया, वजससे कंपवनयों 
को बढी हुई से्ावन्ृव्ति आयु, पुन: 
ित्ती या वनरंतर-रोजगार योजनाओं 
के राधयर से 65 ्र्म की आयु 
तक रोजगार की पेशकश करनी 
पड़ी। कंपवनयों को अपने 
कर्मचाररयों के वलए 70 ्र्म की 
आयु तक अ्सर बढाने के वलए 
िी पोतसावहत वकया जाता है।

500 विशिविदालयों को 
एआई टूल: िैषणि
कौशल हिकास क ेहलए हिशिहिदालयों को हमलेंग ेएआई इन्ास्ट्रकचर और जीपीयू

छह और राज्यों में जापािी भाषा 
केंद्र खोलिे की तै्ारी

भानवनी नमशा 

मासिक धर्म स्ास्य को सवं्धान 
क े अनचु्दे 21 क े तहत जी्न 
और गरररा क ेअवधकार का अ विनन 
वहससा बतात ेहुए उचचतर नयायालय 
न ेशकु्ार को दशेिर क ेसककूलों रें 
वकशोर ्ाताओं को वन:शलुक 
सवैनटरी पडै उपलबध करान े और 
लड़क-ेलड़वकयों क े वलए अलग-
अलग शौचालय बनान े क े वनद्देश 
वदए। शीर्म अदालत न ेकहा वक सिी 
राजय और केंद शावसत पदशे कका 6 
स े 12 तक की ्ाताओं क े वलए 
शहरों ए् ंगां् ों रें  ससथत सरकारी 
और वनजी हर तरह क ेसककूलों रें केंद 
सरकार की रावसक धर्म स्च्ता 
नीवत को लाग ूकरें। 

लैंवगक नयाय और शवैकक 
सरानता सवुनस्चत करन ेक े वलए 
अपन े ऐवतहावसक फसैल े रें 
नयायरवूत्म जबेी पारदी्ाला और 
नयायरवूत्म आर रहादे् न क ेपीठ न े
कहा वक जो िी सककूल वनयरों का 
पालन नहीं करेंग,े उनकी रानयता रद 

की जा सकती ह।ै सा््मजवनक सथानों 
पर अलग-अलग स्च्ता 
सवु्धाए ंउपलबध न वकए जान ेकी  
ससथवत रें राजय सीध े तौर पर 
ज्ाबदहे होंग।े पीठ ने अपन ेफैसल े
रें कहा, 'रावसक धर्म के दौरान सा् 
को सोखन े ्ाल े नपैवकन की 

उपलबधता क ेसबंधं रें हर वनद्देश 
दते े हैं वक सिी राजय और केंद 
शावसत पदेश यह सवुनस्चत करें वक 
पतयके सककूल रें रानकों क ेअनरुूप 
वनवर्मत ऑकसो-जवै्क रूप स े
अपघटनीय सवैनटरी नपैवकन 
वन:शलुक उपलबध कराए जाए।ं' य े
्ाताओं क े वलए आसानी स े
उपलबध कराए जान ेचावहए। इसक े
वलए शौचालय पररसर क े िीतर 
्ेंवडगं रशीन लगाई जाए ं अथ्ा 
सककूलों रें एक वचस्नत सथान पर 
इनकी वय्सथा की जाए, तावक ्हा ं
स ेआसानी से हावसल वकए जा सकें। 
अदालत न ेयह िी वनद्देश वदया वक 
'पतयके व्दालय रें लड़क े और 
लड़वकयों क े वलए अलग-अलग 
शौचालय हों।’

‘छाताओं को मुफत सैनिटरी पैड नमलें’

अश्वनी वैषणव, केंदीय इलेक्ॉननकस और सूचना पौदोनिकी मं0ी 

एनएसडीसी इटंरनशैनल मधय प्रदशे, हिमाचल प्रदेश, हमजोरम, ह/परुा, 
अरुणाचल प्रदशे और म  हणपुर के साथ साझेदारी का कर रिा प्रयास 
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India pavilion: A sizzling experience in freezing Davos 
akshara srivastava 
New Delhi, 30 January 

World leaders, corporate honchos, 
economists, and scholars from 
around the globe, who had congre-
gated for the 56th World Economic 
Forum last week at the Alpine 
hamlet of Davos, were in for a treat 
at the India pavilion. 

Chef Manu Chandra, who 
founded Single Thread Catering in 
March 2022, was back at the  
conference after three years to 
whip up Indian treats for those in 
attendance. 

“We had a lot of learnings from 
the last time and knew that with so 
many global heads of state present, 
planning was sacrosanct. Nothing 
could be left to the last minute. 
While we made everything fresh, it 
was all prepped in advance,” said 

Chandra, who flew to Davos two 
days ahead of the event. 

Staying at the apartments of 
Davos residents, which are emptied 
before the event starts, Chandra 
and team used to trek for over an 
hour in the snow to reach the 
kitchen. They were sharing it with 
another London-based chef and  
his team. 

With a three-day networking 
extravaganza in -10 degree celcius, 
the idea was to serve hot and  
wholesome food that could be had 
on-the-go. 

With no sit-down buffet type 
provision, form and presentation 
mattered as much as the taste and 
quality, he says. And so, the days 
kicked off with a dal tadka soup 
shot, made of a moong base with the 
tadka oils used as garnish. 

Chandra curated a different 

menu for each of the three days, 
paying homage to three different 
parts of the country. 

Paying homage to states south 
of the Vindhyas, the chef paired 
madur vadas with a white aspara-

gus pallya, a pullimunchi with 
black salsify — a Spanish root  
vegetable, and a bajra khichdi, 
among others. 

“It was local Indian food, with a 
touch of Europe but did not com-
promise the soul,” he said. 

In a nod to Bengaluru’s bakery 
culture, there was filter coffee tira-
misu, biscuits from the famous 
Iyengar Bakery replaced the Italian 
ladyfingers, filter coffee decoction 
was mixed into the cream, and the 
dessert topped with a filter coffee 

foam instead of cocoa powder. 
When serving food from Assam, 

West Bengal and Bihar, mustard in 
the shorshe prawns were replaced 
with Swiss mustard and the tradi-
tional kheer kadam was reim-
agined as an Austrian Linzertorte, 
with a raspberry flavoured rasgulla 
wrapped in sandesh and a layer of 
biscuit crumb on top. 

When serving food from Punjab, 
UP, and Delhi, there was a bowl of 
piping hot rajma chawal, “which 
reminds me of winter lunches after 
school in Delhi,” he says. 

To make sure the Indian flair to 
the dishes was perfect, Chandra 
carried with him three different 
types of rice from different regions 
for each day, nachni (ragi) from the 
southern states, and radhuni and 
kashundi from Bengal, among 
others. 

His favourite moment was 
when former UK Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak visited the pavilion 
and tried several of the creations. 

“In an environment where 
people are always on the move, it is 
diicult to catch someone’s atten-
tion. Luckily for us, Rishi Sunak 
spent some time exploring our 
menu,” Chandra says. 

Food really is soft power, he 
added. “And this year, the gravitas 
was even greater with US President 
Donald Trump, Ukrainian head of 
state Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and 
even Elon Musk. It was also monu-
mental, considering the state of the 
world today,” he says. 

He adds, “Events like these also 
add a lot of credibility to what we 
do, and small wins like showing 
people how far India has come all 
make for endearing memories.”
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Menstrual health integral part 
of right to life and dignity: SC 
bhavini mishra 
New Delhi, 30 January  

The Supreme Court on Friday held that 
menstrual health is an integral part of 
the right to life and dignity under 
Article 21 of the Constitution, directing 
a nationwide rollout of free menstrual 
hygiene facilities for adolescent girls  
in schools.   

The Court ordered pan-India imple-
mentation of the Union government’s 
Menstrual Hygiene Policy for School-
going Girls for students from Classes 6 
to 12, making its directions binding on 
all schools, both government and pri-
vate, in urban and rural areas. 

A Bench of Justices JB Pardiwala 
and R Mahadevan mandated that every 
school must be equipped with func-
tional, hygienic and gender-segregated 
toilets with running water, soap and 
washing facilities at all times.  

Toilet infrastructure, the Court said, 
must ensure privacy, accessibility and 
dignity, including for children with  
disabilities. States and Union Terri-
tories were directed to ensure the free 
provision of oxo-biodegradable sani-
tary napkins compliant with ASTM D-
6954 standards.  

These must be made easily access-
ible to girl students, preferably through 
vending machines within toilet prem-

ises or at clearly identified locations in 
schools.  Schools were also instructed to 
establish menstrual hygiene manage-
ment (MHM) corners stocked with spare 
uniforms, innerwear, disposable pads 
and other essential materials to address 
emergencies during menstruation. 

“This pronouncement is not just for 
stakeholders of the legal system. It is 
also meant for classrooms where girls 
hesitate to ask for help. It is for teachers 
who want to help but are restrained due 
to a lack of resources. And it is for par-
ents who may not realise the impact of 
their silence,” he said. 

“We wish to communicate to every 
girl child who may have become a 
victim of absenteeism because her 
body was perceived as a burden when 
the fault is not hers,” he added. 

The Bench examined the issue 
through the lens of Articles 14, 21 and 
21A. Schools found in violation of RTE 
norms would face derecognition, while 
the State would be accountable for 
lapses in government-run institutions. 

The failure to provide basic 
enabling conditions such as clean 
washrooms, menstrual products,  
disposal mechanisms and awareness, 
the Court said, converts a biological 
reality into structural exclusion, under-
mining access to education and long-
term opportunity. 
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Chef Manu Chandra founded the Single Thread Catering in March 2022

to make sure the indian 
flair to the dishes was 
perfect, chandra  
carried with him three 
different types of rice 
from different regions 
of india for each day
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